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PROGRAMME: FOUR-YEAR B.A.
(With History, Economics and Political Science Disciplines)

Domain Subject: History

Semester-wise Syllabus under

CBCS I Year B. A. – Semester –II

Course 2:MEDIEVAL INDIAN HISTORY & CULTURE (1206 A.D to 1764 A.D)

Learning Outcomes

After successful completion of this course, the student will be able to:

 Understand the socio, economic and cultural conditions of medieval India

 Describe the advent of Islam in India and study the traces of political and culturalexpansion of

Turks & Afghans

 Explain the Administration and art and architecture of Vijayanagar Rulers, Mughalsand also analyse

the rise of the Marathas and the contribution of Shivaji

 Evaluate the establishment of the British rule in India and understand the dangerousconsequences

disunity at all levels

 Analyze the emergence of composite culture in Indian
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Syllabus

Unit - 1

Impact of Turkish Invasions – Balban, AllauddhinKhilji, Md. Bin Tughlaq -

Administration, Society, Economy, Religion and Cultural developments under

Delhi Sultanate (from 1206 to 1526 AD)

Unit - II

Impact of Islam on Indian Society and Culture – Bhakti Movement;

Administration, Society, Economy,

Religion and Cultural developments under Vijayanagara Rulers

Unit - III

Emergence of Mughal Empire – Babur – Sur Interregnum - Expansion &

Consolidation of  Mughal Empire – Akbar, Jahangir,Shah Jahan, Aurangazeb

Unit - IV

Administration, Economy, Society and Cultural Developments under the

Mughals – Disintegration of Mughal Empire - Rise of Marathas under

Shivaji

Unit - V

India under Colonial Hegemony : Beginning of European Settlements - Anglo-

French Struggle – Conquest of Bengal by EIC



3

Mandatory Co-Curricular Activity

Map pointing should be a compulsory activity as it helps student to

understand vividly and clearly than the text and should be made part of

Internal Examination by allotting marks for this skill-based activity.

Suggested Co-Curricular Activities
Book Reading

Student seminars

Viva voce interviews

Quiz Programs

Individual / Group Field Studies

Co-operative learning

Students should be encouraged to prepare a chart on sequence of events Collection

of news reports and maintaining a record of paper-cuttings relating totopics covered

in syllabus

Group Discussions on problems relating to topics covered by syllabus Examinations

(Scheduled and surprise tests)

Students may be asked to prepare a project on influence of Islam and Hinduism

intheir respective localities
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UIT  NO                        NAME OF THE UNIT                               PAGE NO

India under Colonial Hegemony : Beginning of

European Settlements - Anglo- French Struggle

– Conquest of Bengal by EIC

Impact of Turkish Invasions – Balban,

AllauddhinKhilji, Md. Bin Tughlaq -

Administration, Society, Economy, Religion and

Cultural developments under Delhi Sultanate

(from 1206 to 1526 AD)

Impact of Islam on Indian Society and Culture –

Bhakti Movement; Administration, Society,

Economy, Religion and Cultural developments

under Vijayanagara Rulers

Emergence of Mughal Empire – Babur – Sur

Interregnum - Expansion & Consolidation of

Mughal Empire – Akbar, Jahangir,Shah Jahan,

Aurangazeb

Administration, Economy, Society and Cultural

Developments under the Mughals –

Disintegration of Mughal Empire - Rise of

Marathas under Shivaji

I

II

III

IV

V

CONTENTSCONTENTS

6 -161

162-189

190 -268

269 - 312

313 - 341
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Unit - 1

Impact of Turkish Invasions – Balban,

AllauddhinKhilji, Md. Bin Tughlaq -

Administration, Society, Economy, Religion

and Cultural developments under Delhi
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




         
           















    






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
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Source: https://
eastwestknowledge.com/

mahmud-gaznavi/

Muhammad Ghazni
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













           

 





 
 
























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1.1. Objectives:

The main objectives of the chapter is

1.  Understand the early Turk invasions in India

2.  Analyze the Muhammad Gazini invasions in India

3. Understand the Nature of Muhammad Ghori Invasions

4. Impact of Ghazini and Ghori Invasions

Learning out comes:

After reading this chapter, the student will be able to;

1. Know the background for understanding foreign invasions in early India.

2. Understand the India’s Political conditions during the 11th and 12th Centuries.

3. Assess the causes of Muhammad Ghazini Invasions and his impact

4. Explain the reasons for Muhammad Ghori Invasions and his impact

5. Describe the causes for the defeat of the Indians.

1.2 Introduction:

After Harshavardhana’s death in 647  C.E. political disunity arose due to frequent wars between the kingdoms

in northern India. Arabs took advantage of this and invaded India. Arabs benefit from favourable political

conditions as well. In India, Turks were similarly invaded. The spread of Islam, the expansion of the empire,

and the riches of India were the main reasons for the invasion of India by Muhammad of Ghazni and Ghori.

They invaded many areas and started the rule of the Turks in India. But, since ancient times, the Arabs and

Turks had good relations with India due to trade, which led to the emergence of a mixed culture, i.e., a fusion

of Islam and Hindu culture. India was ruled by Muslim rulers, beginning with the invasion of Sindh and gradually

ending with the rule of the Delhi Sultans and the Mughals. During this period, many changes took place in the

political, social, economic, religious, cultural, artistic, and literary fields.

The Turks were brave, energetic, and enthusiastic people who poured into India from beyond the

Afghan hills. The Turks were barbaric people who were employed by the Khalifas to protect their people. The

Turks were different from Arabs; they were more aggressive, and they spread Islam at the point of a sword.

After the fall of Khalifa omaxyad, the Arabs’ power began to wane. The new Khalifa Abbasibs began to
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








 




            








 

 

 




            









            



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disregard Arabs and entrusted administration to Persian officials. In the course of time, the Khalifas’ power

was greatly diminished; this encouraged the local governors to assert their independence, and a number of

independent states appeared, which were ruled by the Persians, Turks, Kurds, Arabs, and others. Slowly, the

Turks established their dominance and conquered much of western Asia. They extended their dominance

beyond Sind and Multan in India. Lane-Poole describes the expansion of the Turks as “the master movement

in the Mohammadan Empire in the tenth and eleventh centuries.” 

1.3 The Early Turk Invasion of India:

Alaptgin was the first Turkish invader whose name is associated with the story of the Muslim conquest of India.

He founded the Turkish Empire. After the death of Alaptgin, Subuktgin (977-997) became the king of Ghazni.

He attacked the Indian Territory for the first time. He conquered forts and captured cities. The first Indian ruler

he had to meet was Raja Jai Pal of the Shahi Dynasty, whose kingdom extended from Kashmir to Multan. He

was defeated and offered wealth to Subuktign with 200 elephants, but in 997 C.E., Subuktign died. After

Subuktign, Mahammad Ghazini became the ruler.

1.4 India’s Political Situation in 1000 C.E.

By the time of Muhammad Gaznis’s invasion of India, India was ruled by many military confederations of small

kingdoms. First, there were two Arab kingdoms, Multan and Mansura. The ruler of Multan was Fateh Daud.

The Hindu Shahi kingdom extends up to the River Jhelum in the Punjab. Its capital is Vaihid (Udbandapur). It

is ruled by a Rajput named Anandapala. Kashmir was ruled by the King of Sangrama. Kanauj was ruled by the

Parthians. Its ruler was Rajyapala. The ruler of Bengal was Mahipala. The Kingdom of Malwa (Rajasthan)

was ruled by Bhoja. His capital was Ujjaini, and Gujarat was ruled by Bhima of the Solanki dynasty. His

capital was Anhilvada. Bundelkhand was ruled by the Chandela dynasty. Thanjavur in south India was ruled by

the Chola ruler Rajendra Gangaikonda Chola, but he did not have enough time to interfere in the politics of

north India.

1.5 Mohammad Ghazni (997-1030 C.E.):

Mohammad was Subuktgin’s son, and he ascended to his father’s throne after defeating his younger brother

Ismail. He was born in 971 C.E.. His mother was the daughter of a noble of Zabulistan, a district around

Ghazni. It is for this reason that Mahammad is sometimes called Mahamud Zabuli. He got training in the arts of

warfare and administration and was also made an expert in the science of statecraft. He was in charge of

Khorasan during his father’s rule. At the age of twenty seven years, he became the king of Ghazni in 998 AD.

Kalifa Al-Qadir-Billah gave Muhamud a robe of honour and also conferred on him the title of Yamin-ud-

Daulah, which means “the right hand of the empire” and “Amin-ul-Millat” (Custodian of the Faith). Muhmud
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 

 

 


 


 







 





 







     





 
    

            


Remains of Somnath Temple in 1869

Source: https://www.islam-hinduism.com/somanatha-raided-
mahmud-ghazni/
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was an extremely ambitious man who wanted to carve out a vast empire. He had heard stories about India’s

fabulousness and thirst for military glory, which encouraged him to invade that country. Historians point out that

when the Khalifa appointed Mahmud as his lieutenant, he asked him to lead an expedition against India every

year, so it’s no surprise that Mahammad led a large number of expeditions against India. Muhammad Ghazni’s

conquests were recorded by the court historian “Utbi.” He claims to have carried out 17 invasions of India in

12 years. Sir Henry Eliot said that Mahammed had attacked India 17 times with the encouragement of the

Khalifa.

1.6 Ghazni Muhammad’s Objectives:

There are different opinions that have been expressed by historians regarding the motives of invasions in India.

 According to Prof. Habib, the Hindu temples attracted a powerful and cruel invader to do some

unholy deed.

 Historian Zafar writes that Mahmud was more of a conqueror than a religious propagator.

 Lane-Pool also expressed that Mahmud’s attacks are considered part of his ambition to acquire

wealth.

 According to contemporary historians, the main object of Mahmud’s Indian invasions was the spread

of Islam.

 Some historians consider the acquisition of elephants from India to be another cause of the Indian

invasions.

 Another point of view is that Mahmud carried out repeated attacks on India, inspired by his desire to

acquire prestige.

 Some historians have expressed the opinion that one object of Mahmud’s invasion was the acquisition

of skilled artisans because Mahmud was very fond of constructing beautiful buildings.

 Many historians hold that the basic and real motive of Mahmud’s invasions was the establishment of a

Turko-Persian empire in central Asia. The eradication of idolatry in India and the spread of Islam are

also other causes of invasions.
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 


 



 



             
            



 



   









 


 



 

 


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1.7 Gazani Invasions:

Muhammad led a very large number of expeditions against India. According to Sir Henry Elliot, Mahmud

led as many as seventeen expeditions. However, some historians place the figure at 12.It appears that the

number 17 is more correct. His invasions can be summarised as follows:

1. The First Expedition of Mahammad was directed against the frontier towns in 1000  C.E  he occupied
some forts and towns in the Khyber Pass. According to Sir Wolseley Haig, “this expedition was
apocryphal or doubtful.”

2. The second expedition was against Jayapala, the king of Punjab, on November 28th, 1001 C.E  and

Muhmud was planning to recapture his lost territories across the Indus. The main battle was fought

near Peshawar; Jayapala was defeated and imprisoned. He was released on a payment of 2,50,000

dinars. He was unable to bear the disgrace of defeat, and he burned himself to death. He was succeeded

by his son Anandapala in 1002 C.E  . Gazani returned with huge wealth.

3. The third expedition was against the Raja of Bhatia in 1005 C.E  . After defeating Bhij Roy, a large

number of Hindus were massacred, and only those who became converts to Islam were spared.

4. In 1006  C.E  , Mahmud crossed the Indus River and attacked Multan, whose ruler was Fatehe Daud.
Mahmud occupied Multan within seven days and put Sukhpala (the grandson of Jaipala) in charge of
the Punjab and Multan. He was forcibly converted to Islam and named Nawasa Shah.

5. When Muhammad went to Ghazni, “Nawasa Shah” became independent and left Islam, so in 1007

C.E  Muhammad invaded India again in order to punish Sukhpal. He was attacked and defeated by

Ghazni, then sentenced to life imprisonment.

6. The Sixth Expedition of Mahmud was directed against Anandapala in 1008 C.E  According to Ferishta,

Anandapal formed a federation with the rulers of Ujjain, Gwalior, Kalinjar, Kanauj, Ajmer, and Delhi.

Khokhars from Multan also joined the Hindus against Mahmud. The military strength of Anandapala

was superior to that of the invaders, but unfortunately, the elephant on which Anandapal was seated

got frightened and ran away from the battle field. A large number of Hindus were captured and put to

death. A huge booty fell into the hands of Muslims. Ghazni defeated them all in the battle of Waihind

and plundered Nagarkot and Narayanpur. Records show that the gold was looted. According to Dr.

Ishwari Prasad, “the forces of race, religion, and patriotism were arrayed against him for the

preservation of Hindu culture and civilization, the Hindu hearth, and the home from the barbarian

inroad.’ According to Prof. Habib, “a patriotic breeze swept over the towns and hamlets of
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 
       
    


 






 




 



 


 


   


 



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Hindustan, calling its men to arms. Hindu women sold their jewels and sent the proceeds to be

used against the Mussalmans. 

7. The seventh expedition in 1009 was against Nagarkot in the Kangra Hills. According to Ferishta ,

“Muhammad carried away seven lacks of gold dinars, 700 maunds of gold and silver plates,

200 maunds of pure gold in ingots, 2000 maunds of unwrought silver, and 20 maunds of jewels,

pearls, diamonds, rubies, and other precious stones.” Utbi also stated that vast amounts of

gold and wealth had been looted.He occupied Nagarkot and took immense wealth to Ghazni.

According to Dr. Ishwari Prasad, “the acquisition of vast treasures whetted the rapacity of these

adventures, and they repeated their raids with astonishing frequency.”.

8. In 1010 C.E  , Mahmud attacked Multan and defeated and punished the rebellious chief, Daud.

9. The Ninth Expedition Anandapala shifted his capital to Nandanah, and he was succeeded by

Trilochanapala in 1014 C.E  , the ruler of Bundelkhand, accompanied by Vidyadhara of the Chandela

dynasty. He launched his campaigns against Ghazni, but he was defeated in a battle near the Ram

Ganga by Ghazni. Later, his son Bhimpal came, but he was also killed in 1026 C.E   The Hindu Shahi

dynasty has come to an end. The Nandanah were occupied by Ghazni.

10. In 1014 C.E  , when Ghazni attacked Thaneshwar, the Hindus fought desperately, but were defeated.

Ghazni Muhmud took control of Thaneswar’s fort and its large booty.The Chakraswami Temple was

looted and destroyed. The image of the temple was sent to Ghazni, where it was thrown in the public

square.

11. On the eleventh expedition, between 1015 and 1021 C.E  , he made two attempts to conquer Kashmir,

but he was unsuccessful.

12. In 1018, Ghazini marched against Kanuaj, the imperial capital of Hindustan. Muhammad reached

Bulandar or Baran; its ruler was Haradatta. He surrendered and became a convert to Islam along with

10,000 men. After that, Muhammad marched against Kulachand, the ruler of Mahawan, which is now

in Mathura district. Here, about 50,000 men were killed and drowned in the river Jamuna. Kulachand

killed himself. A huge booty, including 185 elephants, fell into the hands of Muhmmad.

13. In the Thirteenth Expedition, Muhmmad destroyed the city of Mathura, which was a sacred city to

Hindus, and claimed to have looted enormous sums of money. Utbi describes Mathura as a wonderful
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Location of the Kalachuris of Ratnapura and neighbouring South Asian polities in 1175, on the eve of the Ghurid Empire invasion of the

subcontinent.[1][
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city and a paradise-like structure. He says that the temples contained idols of pure gold. Ghazni

destroyed the city, and it appears that Ghazni looted enormous wealth. 

14. Rajyapala was the ruler of Kanuaj at the time of the Fourteenth Expedition in January 1019 C.E  He

was defeated without a fight. All seven forts were captured in one day. All 10,000 temples were

destroyed. The inhabitants were slain, and their wealth was plundered. He also invaded Brindaban and

took enormous booty.The booty carried by Mahmud to Ghazini was 30 lacs of dirhams, 55,000

slaves, and 250 elephants.

15. In 1019 C.E  Kanauj Ruler Rajyapala surrendered to Ghazini without any war, which was resented by

other Rajput rulers, particularly Gonda, the Chendela ruler of Kalinjar. Gondaraja entered into an

alliance with the ruler of Gwalior and attacked and killed Rajyapala. Muhmud got this information and

decided to punish the Chandela ruler. According to Firishta, the army of Gonda consisted of 36,000

horses, 45,000 foot soldiers, and 640 elephants, but Gonda ran away from the battle field. Muhmmad

got an unexpected victory and also got a huge booty. Historians say that Vidyadhara was the only

Rajput leader who could not defeat Ghazni.

16. In 1021-22 C.E   Mohammad Ghazini marched on Kalinjar; the King of Gonda fought bravely but

was defeated. He made a treaty with Ghazni and handed over the money.

17. The Seventeenth Expedition, led by Ghazni, attacked Anhilwara in January 1025 C.E  00 Raja Bhima

Dev was the ruler; he ran away from the capital with all of his followers. After that, Mohammad made

his way to Somnath in Gujarat. The temple, according to Al Qazwini (1203-83), Somnath is an idol

name in the temple; it’s a pilgrimage centre for Hindus. It’s one of the richest and most beautiful temples

in India.

The temple was endowed with more than 10,000 villages, and a thousand Brahmins were employed in

worshipping the idol. 500 damsels sang and danced at the door of the temple. The edifice was built upon fifty-

six teak pillars covered with lead. The shrine of the idol was dark but lighted by jewelled chandeliers of great

value. Near it was a chain of gold weighing 200 maunds. Ibn-Al-Athir tells us that after the fall of Somnath,

Muhammd wanted to break the idol, but the Brahmins requested him not to do so and take whatever he

pleased. However, Muhammad responded that he did not want to be known as an idol seller, but rather as

“Muhmud, the breaker of idols.”This story was released by Firishta but rejected by Prof. Irfan Habib and Dr.

Nazim, who have done extensive research on the subject. The idol was broken, and its pieces were sent to
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








           


























         
   











Qutb-ud-din-Aibak

Source: https://www.historyforexam.com/

2018/11/qutbuddin-aibak.html



21

Ghazni. The treasures of the temple were looted. After Somnath, the ruler of the Anhilwara was attacked, but

he was defeated and ran away. According to Iswari Prasad, “the victory of Somnath added fresh laurels to

Muhammad’s brow.”

The last expedition was against the Jats of the Salt Range. On the way from Somnath, the Jats caused

some military damage to Ghazni; hence, he killed many Jats and went to Ghazni with immense wealth. In 1030

A.D., Ghazini Mohammad died.

1.8 Impact of the Invasions of Ghazni:

1. The Hindu Shahi dynasty collapsed. The Punjab and Prathihara kingdoms fell to Ghazni. The Arab

kingdoms of Multan and Mansur were also destroyed. The Punjab, Multan, and Mansur became parts

of the kingdom of Ghazni, and the Pratihara kingdom disappeared.

2. The cities of north India, which were known as the great cities, were debilitated, and the holy temples

of Mathura, Kanuj, Somnath, and Nagar fort were destroyed. All this wealth was spent on the

development of the kingdom of Ghazni, where beautiful gardens, tombs, colleges, and mosques were

built. The court of Ghazni produced great poets such as Alberuni, Unsari, Farrukhia, Asjadi, and

Firdausi. Firdausi wrote the book “Shanama.” Utbi wrote ‘Kitab-ul-Yamini’ or “Tariq-I-Yamini,” one

of the most prominent books.

3. The Kingdom of Ghazni extended from Iraq and the Caspian Seas to the Ganges. Ghazni was responsible

for the establishment of the Kingdom of the Turks in India. He was indirectly responsible for the

establishment of the Afghan Empire, but all his campaigns were aimed at plundering India, and it is

clear that they did not move towards the establishment of an empire. The spread of Islam is also not

clearly visible, and if the opportunity arises, he converts but deliberately does not spread the religion.

He was not a good administrator because he could not establish good governance in the kingdom he

had conquered.

4. He occupied the Punjab and Multan and initiated the rule of the Turks. The Indians lost almost every

battle in this series of invasions.

5. Thousands of brave Indian soldiers were killed. After these invasions, the kings of India could not

increase their military power.
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
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
  
 
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
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

           



            

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















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6. Muhammad carried enormous wealth to Ghazini, and many temples are damaged. As a result, India’s

economic situation deteriorated.Indian architecture has suffered damage.

7. Muhmud never faced any defeats. According to Alberuni, “Muhmud utterly ruined the prosperity of

the country and performed those wonderful exploits by which the Hindus became like the atoms

of dust scattered in all directions.”

1.9 Estimate of Ghazni Mohammed:

“A great soldier, a man of infinite courage and indefatigable energy of mind and body, Muhammad was

no constructive or fate-seeking statesman,” writes Lane Poole. Sir Wolseley Haig said, “Muhamad is one of

the most prominent figures in the history of Islam.” It must be said that Ghazni Mahmud was one of the

world’s greatest leaders in the history of the world, not only because of his great achievements as a leader of

the army but also because of his role as a patron of literature and art. In India, he used his energy for destructive

activities, but in his home country, he used it for constructive activities. He beautifully designed the town of

Ghazni and built the great mosques. He built buildings and universities. He honoured and patronised court

poets such as Alberuni, Utbi, Firdausi, and other writers. Thus Ghazni Muhammad remained in history as a

great general, a dauntless warrior, and a lover of learning. Prof. R.S. Sharma expressed that “Mahammad

was a seasoned soldier.” Fear did not find any place in his heart. Dr. Iswari Prasad said that “a

champion of the faith who tried to extirpate infidelity in heathen lands” He is regarded as one of the

world’s most ambitious individuals. Khusru Malik became the last king after Ghazni, but Mohammad-bin-Sam

(Sihabuddin Muhammad Ghori) killed him and came to the kingdom.

1.10 Invasions of Muhammad Ghori (1173-1206 C.E.)

The real founder of the Muslim Empire in India was Muiz-ud-din Muhammad-bin-Sam, popularly
known as Shihab-ud-Din, Muhammad Ghori, or Muhammad of Ghur. It is true that Muhammad bin Qasim
was the first Muslim invader of India, but he failed to carve out a Muslim empire in India on account of his
premature death. Mahammad of Ghazini also failed to set up a Muslim empire in India. Muhammad Ghori also
failed to build up a Muslim empire in India.

After the fall of Ghazni Muhammad, Ala-ud-din Hussain was completely destroyed the city of Ghazni

in 1155 A.D. He conquered Bemain, Turkistan, Jerun, Bast, Gharjistan, and Herat. He was succeeded by

Saif-ud-din, who in turn was succeeded by Ghiyas-ud-din. He reclaimed Ghazni and entrusted it to his brother

Muhammad Ghori.Ghori enjoyed complete independence in Ghazni until 1206 C.E  . He carried out many
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

        







 



















       







       








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invasions of India only as his brother’s associate and opened the way for the establishment of the Delhi

Sultanate.

1.11 India’s Political Situation during the Ghori Invasion:

The political situation in India on the eve of Muhmmud Ghori’s invasion was that the country was divided into

many small kingdoms that were engaged in mutual jealousy and conflict. We can divide the states of the time

into the following three parts:

 Muslim Kingdom

 Rajput Kingdoms

 States of South India

Muslim Kingdom: The Gaznavids were ruling over Punjab, and their capital was Lahore. Multan was ruled

by Ismailiya, and Sind was under the Sumras.

Rajput Kingdoms: Include the Chauhans of Delhi and Ajmer, as well as the Chalukyas of Gujarat and

Kathiawad. Kanauj ruled by Gahadwalas or Rathors, Bundelkhand ruled by Chandelas, Pala Kingdom of

North Bengal (Modern Bihar), and Bengal ruled by Senas., etc.

South India: Devagiri ruled the Yadavas, the Kakatiyas in Warangal, and the Hoyasalas in Dwarasamudra,

the Cheras in Kerala, and the Pandyas in Madura during Muhammad Ghori’s invasions. All the kingdoms of

the south were mutually jealous of each other.

1.12 Muhammad Ghori’s Invasion of India

Ghori Muhammad carried out many invasions of India only as his brother’s associate and opened the way for

the establishment of the Delhi Sultanate. His aim was to spread Islam in India and establish Muslim rule in that

country.

Invasions of Ghori:

1. In 1175 C.E  , the first invasion by Muhamamd Ghori was against Multan. He captured Multan,

appointed an orthodox governor, and then he marched to Uch in Upper Sindh.

2. Multan and Uch were occupied. In 1182 C.E  , he conquered the lower Sindh and forced its ruler to

submit.
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





































         












Ghiyasuddin Balban

Source: https://www.quora.com/Who-is-balban
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3. Anhilwada in Gujarat was attacked, but its ruler, Bhima II, brutally drove the Ghori away. Ghori did

not expect Gujarat to give such a response. According to Prof. Habibullah, Muhammad Ghori was

lucky to escape with his beaten army.

4. With this, Ghori felt that Gujarat was not the right way to enter India, and to conquer India through

Sindh and Multan, he chose Punjab. He attacked and captured Punjab and Peshawar in 1179 AD.

5. In 1181 C.E  , he proceeded against Khusru Malik, but Khusru sent costly gifts and his own son as a

hostage.

6. In 1185 C.E  Ghori attacked Punjab again and plundered; he also captured Sialkot fort and garrisoned

it with his own troops. Khusrau entered into an alliance with the Khokhars. Khusrau besieged Sialkot

but did not succeed. Ghori attacked Punjab again in 1186 C.E   and besieged the Fort of Lahore,

imprisoning its ruler Khusrau. With this, he established his authority over the Punjab and established

the flexibility to penetrate into India.

1.13 First Battle of Tarain (1191):

Muhammad Ghori had become the master of the Punjab, Multan, and Sindh. The Bathinda defeat drew a

response from the Delhi army. Prithviraj Chauhan gathered his allies and led his army against Mohammed

Ghori. In the wake of a series of attacks by Ghori, Prithviraj Chauhan, the ruler of Ajmer, formed a confederation

of Rajput kingdoms to counter Gori. However, due to the looming danger of Ghori, the ruler of Kanauj

Jayachandra, Lakshmana Sena, the ruler of Bengal, and Bhima II, the ruler of Anhilvada, cooperated with

Prithviraj. But Ghori first occupied the fort of Bhatinda in Punjab. Later in 1191, Ghori attacked Prithviraj

Chauhan’s armies. The battle took place in a village called Tarain, a village 14 miles away from Thaneswar.

Therefore, it was called the first Tarain war, and another name for this war was the Thaneswar war in the

history of India. Ghori was severely wounded, and he was about to fall off his horse. A Khilji soldier, however,

assisted and carried him off the battlefield. Bhatinda was also reoccupied by the Chauhans. Ghori went back

to Ghazni.

1.14 Second Battle of Tarain (1192)

Minhas-Us-Siraj has given the account of the second battle of Tarain: “Next year the sultan assembled another

army and advanced to Hindustan, to avenge his defeat.” The defeat in Ghori intensified the vengeance. In the

meantime, the federation was broken up by fellow Rajput kings who were jealous of Prithviraj, who had won

the Battle of Tarain-I. Knowing this, Ghori attacked Ajmer again in 1192.
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























   
    





   



 








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The two armies again clashed at Tarain. This is known as

the Second Battle of Tarain. In this battle, Prithviraj was

defeated. Delhi and Ajmer were occupied by Ghori.

Qutub-ud-din Aibak was appointed as his representative

in Delhi. Ajmer was handed over to Prithviraj’s son,

Govindaraju, who collected the taxes. In 1195-96, Ghori

occupied Bayana and Gwalior. In 1205, he attacked the

“Khokhors” and enslaved them.

According to Minhas-us-Siraj, Prithvi Raj was

captured and sent to hell. According to Hassan Nizami, Prithviraj was taken to Ajmer and later put to

death as he was found guilty of treason. According to Chand Bardai, Prithvi Raj was taken to Ghazni and

executed there. K.A. Nizami says “Tarain was a major disaster for Rajputs.”

1.15 Battle of Chandwara: (1194)

Ghori marched against the largest territory of Kanauj in 1194 C.E   the ruler of Kanauj was Jai

Chandra. In this war, the slaughter of the Hindus was immense. Jai Chadra was struck in the eye by a fatal

arrow, and he fell dead from the elephant. The Rajputs were demoralized, and they ran away from the battle

field. Asni fort was captured and plundered, and then Ghori moved to Banaras, where a few temples were

destroyed. Ghori rode 14,000 camels to Ghazni with treasure. According to R.S. Sharma, “the fall of Jai

Chnadra of Chandawar made Muhammad the master of the political as well as the religious capitals

of Hindustan, Kanauj, and Banaras.” After a few years, Gahadwaras reoccupied Kanauj.

1.16 Other Invasions:

 In 1195-96, Muhammad Ghori invaded India and defeated the Jadon Bhatti Rajputs. He also advanced

to Bihar and occupied a portion of it. Over the next few years, Ghori was busy fighting the Turks in

central Asia. In his absence, Qutub-ud-din Aibak his representative attacked Ajmer and Anhilwara.

Raja Bhima Deva was defeated.

 In 1197-98 AD, Aibak conquered Badaun from a Rastrakuta Rajput. He also reoccupied Banaras,

Chandwara, and Kanauj.

 In 1202-03 AD, Aibak invaded Kalinjar, which was the military capital of Paramardi deva, the Chandela

Ruler of Bundelkhand. Finally, the water supply was cut off to the fort. Thus Kalinjar, Mahoba, and

Khajuraho were occupied.

Source: https://www.amarujala.com/photo-gallery/bizarre-
news/facts-of-prithviraj-chauhan-samrat-prithviraj-

chauhan-know-his-history-death-love-story
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



  





  


  




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 Another commander of Ghori, named Iktiyar-ud-Din-Muhammad-bin-Baktiyar-Khalji, occupied Bihar

and Bengal. He attacked Bihar in 1197 C.E   Odantapuri, the capital of Bihar, was looted and plundered.

Raja Indruman was forced to flee without a fight. The Buddhist monasteries in Bihar were destroyed.

Bakhtiyar razed down the University of Nalanda on the way from Bengal to Bihar and destroyed the

Vikramashila University. According to Minhas-us-Siraj-Baktiyar, the Afghans suddenly attacked Bihar

and captured the forts. He also conquered some parts of Bengal; the ruler, Lakshmana Sena, was

defeated. During the Kamrup expedition, Baktiyar fell seriously ill, and finally he was killed with his

Amir, Ali Mardan. Khokhars revolted against Ghori and damaged his army. Ghori and Aibak failed to

handle this. Again in 1205, Ghori and Aibak attacked Khokhars. A large number of Khokhars were

slaughtered and killed.

 In 1206 C.E  , Mahammad Ghori reached Lahore to go back to Ghazni, but unfortunately, he was

assassinated on the banks of the Indus by some Shia rebels and Khokhars. The body was carried to

Ghazni and buried in his capital.

1.17 Impact of Ghori Invasions:

 A historian such as Ishwari Prasad says that the Second Battle of Tarain was a milestone in the history of India.

1. After the Second Tarain War, Muslim imperialism was established in India.

2. The supremacy of the Rajputs came to an end, which led to the beginning of Muslim rule in India.

3. Muslim rule in India was initiated. It must be said that this war was the reason why Muslims ruled India

for nearly six and a half centuries.

4. While Kanuaj has played a major role in the politics of the North till now, that has now shifted to Delhi.

Ghori made expeditions to consolidate his position. The Rajputs continued to try to drive out the

Muslims from India.

1.18 The Reasons for the defeat of the Indians:

It is indeed surprising that the Turks of Afghanistan, which is equal to the desert and has no resources, conquered

India, which was rich in abundance and had many resources. This is a matter of mystery. The military strength

of the Indian rulers was many times greater than the military strength of the enemy. They were not defeated, but

they were unable to mount a strong resistance in the end.
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









 



        
          




  











 





 








           
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1. The lack of unity among the Indian rulers is another reason. There is a lack of powerful, capable rulers,

but they have failed to protect the country’s borders. They do not even have the knowledge to put

aside their quarrels and face the foreigners together at a time when north India is attacking itself as

almost 15 smaller kingdoms. When Ghori defeated the King of Prithvi Raj, Jayachandra and Lakshmana

Sena were happy, but they had forgotten that it would be a similar situation for them in the future.

Ultimately, the two rulers became the victims of Ghori.

2. The military system was defective, and the new methods of warfare were not adopted. Discipline and

a lack of leadership are the main drawbacks.

3. Many historians have stated that Muslims are physically strong and come from cold regions. At the

same time, Indians are physically weak and have a tendency to get tired quickly.

4. According to C.V. Vaidya, a historian, the Indians, being vegetarians in their food habits, lacked the

strength and courage required for war. Moreover, the Buddhist doctrine also instilled in the Indians a

sense of peace and distanced them from war.

5. Another reason is that the kings of India are not in the habit of learning from their past experiences.

After the Ghazni invasions, the local kings failed to understand the war strategies of Muslims and did

not make proper arrangements, despite the duration of the period. According to Prof. Tarachand, the

Battle of Tarain took place about 165 years after the attack on the Somnath temple by Ghazni, but in

these wars, the Hindus did not show wisdom and did not learn any lessons from the Muslims in any

way.

6. The Hindu kings could not comprehend the changes in the tactics of warfare. In the army of the Hindu

kings, the elephants ran their own army rather than killing the enemy. Moreover, our soldiers had moral

values, which the enemy did not have, and they were accustomed to deceiving them. This was well

exploited by the Muslims against the Indians. On the other hand, the Turkish horses were active in the

battle, and another reason was that they could not move the army fast.

7. The Hindus consider war a moral virtue and follow its rules and regulations. However, the Muslim

soldiers practised many barbaric and vicious measures to exterminate the enemy. In this struggle, the

Hindus were often divided.
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





             









































 



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8. Another drawback of the Hindus is that we make our faults known to the enemy. Where is the wealth?

It is the habit of the maharajas and a few others to pass on information, such as where the enemy forts

are weak, to the enemy with hatred.

9. The Hindu society was divided in the name of the caste system, and only the Kshatriyas should fight

wars, and the rest of them were not involved in the wars.

10. The Turkish army worked with fanaticism to spread Islam. The Indian armies did not have such qualities;

they were mercenary armies. According to Alberuni, Hindus practise divine worship and believe in the

doctrine of karma.

11. According to K.A. Nizami and Habibullah, the lack of political unity and weak military organisation of

the Rajputs

12. Another effect of the Turkish conquest of northern India was what is described by Prof. Mohd Habib

as the “Urban Revolution.” The old “caste cities” of the Rajput period were thrown open to all types of

people.

13. The Hindu kings failed to understand the politics of the country, and on the whole, Muhammad Ghori

realised his ambitions and established the Turkish Empire in India through his conquests. According to

historians, Muhammad Ghori was a great conqueror and builder of a vast empire in the history of

India. That is why he is regarded as the founder of the Muslim empire in India.

1.19 Essay Questions:

1. Describe the invasions of Muhammad Ghazini and their impact on Indian society?

2. Discuss the achievements and conquests of Muhammad Ghori.?

3. What are the reasons for the defeat of the Indian rulers? Discuss?

1.20 Short Questions:

1. Make a brief note about the Battle of Tarain’s Wars?

2. Write a short note on the impact of the Ghazini and Ghori Muhammad invasions?

Multiple Choice Questions:
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





              


 


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





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

Alla-ud-din-Khilji
Source: https://starsunfolded.com/
alauddin-khilji-life-story-history/
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1. In which year Muhammad Ghori raised to the throne of Gazini?

A) 1206

B) 1173

C) 1175

D) 1179

2. Who laid the foundation of an independent dynasty at Ghazni.?

A) Aloptagin

B) Abu Izhak

C) Biliktgin

D) Subuktgin

3. Who was the Successor after the death of Aloptagin?

A) Aloptagin

B) Abu Izhak

C) Biliktgin

D) Subuktgin

4. Who among the following attacked the Somanath Temple?

A) Muhammad Ghazni

B) Muhammad Ghori

C) Khaif-Ud-Din Muhamamd

D) Subuktgin
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










              










 
            



            






 


 
       










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5. When the First Tarain war was fought?

A) 1199

B) 1195

C) 1194

D) 1191

6. The Main object of the invasions of Muhammad of Ghazni to india was.?

A) Propagation of Islam

B) To build up a large empire

C) To capture india and rule

D) To acquire wealth of India

7. Which of the following came to India at the instance of Sultan Mahammad.?

A) Sulaiman

B) Alberuni

C) Al-Masudi

D) Ibn Battuta

8. Ghori Muhammad directed his first invasion against?

A) Sindh

B) Multan

C) Punjab
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






















(Wonder of Creation)(Capricious Sultan) 







i

















ii


Muhammad-Bin-Tughlaq

Source: https://www.jagran.com/

news/national-ncr-do-you-know-why-

muhammad-bin-tughlaq-is-called-

wise-fool-jagran-special-

18622678.html
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D) Chandawar

9. The Turkish Commandar who conquered Bihar and Bengal?

A) Ghazini Muhammad

B) Qutub-ud-din-Aibak

C) Bakhtiyar Khilji

D) Ikthiyar Muhammad

10. The Capital of Hindu Sagahiya Kingdom at the time of Muhammad’s Invasions was?

A) Peshawar

B) Kabul

C) Punjab

D) Udabhandapuram or Und

Answers: 1) B

               2) A

               3) B

               4) A

               5) D

               6) D

               7) B

                8) A

                9) C

               10) D

Suggested Readings:

1. A.B.M.Habibullah., Foundation of Muslim Rule in India

2. Ishwari Prasad., History of Medieval India from 647 to 1526 A.D
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
 

 
 
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
  
           
     







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 Delhi Sultanate: Balban, Alla-ud-din-Khilji, Muhammad-bin-Tughlaq and Firuz

Tughlaq

2.0 Objectives and Learning outcomes

2.1 Introduction

2.2 Qutb-ud-din-Aibak

      2.2.1 As a Royal Representative

      2.2.2 As a Sultan

2.3 Aram Shah

2.4 Iltutmish

2.4.1 Achievemnets of Iltutmish

2.5 Rukn-ud-din-Firuz Shah

2.6 Razia Sultana

2.6.1 Steps Taken by Razia Sultana

2.7 Baharam Shah

2.8 Alla-ud-din-Masud-Shah

2.9 Nasir-ud-din-Mohammad

2.10 Ghiyas-ud-din-Balban

        2.10.1 Problems faced by Balban

        2.10.2 Acts of Balban

        2.10.3 Administrative Actions
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v



vi) 



vii) 



         

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
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



















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

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
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Source: https://www.indianetzone.com/46/
s o c i e t y _ d e l h i _ s u l t a n a t e . h t
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








   




         
    
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2.23 Sayyid Dynasty: Khizr Khan

2.24 Mubarak Shah

2.25 Muhammad Shah

2.26 Alam Shah

2.27 Lodi Dynasty

2.28 Bahalal Lodi

2.29 Sikinder Lodi

2.30 Ibrahim Lodi

2.31 Short Questions

2.32 Essay Questions

2.33 Multiple Choice Questions

2.34 Important Terms

2.35 Suggested Readings

2.0 Objectives: After completion of the chapter, the students will be able to:

 Explain the establishment of Delhis sultanate

 Analyse the role of different dysnasties and their administrative Reforms

 Understand the extent and fall of different dynasties in chronological order

Learning Outcomes:

After successful completion of this chapter, the student will be able to:

 Develop the better understanding of the foundation of Delhi sultanate

 Understand the Slave, Khalji, Tughlaq, Sayyid and Lodi Dysnasties and their rulers.

 Learn the Reformes of Balban, Alla-ud-din-Khilji, Mohammad-bin-Tughlaq and Firuz Shah

Tughlaq.

 Evaluate the causes for downfall of dynasties and their consequences.
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












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


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 Visualise the Timur invasion and his impact on society.

2.1 Introduction:

After the death of Muhammad Ghori, his representative Qutb-ud-din-Aibak became a Sultan, He declared an

independent Muslim state in 1206 C.E  , with Delhi as its capital. Dr.A.L.Srivastava says that “the real

founder of Turkish domination in India ‘and “First Defacto Sultan of the almost entire Hindustan”.

The view of Habibullah is that “Aibak was responsible for the detailed planning and initiation of the

Delhi State.” This is a historical event. From 1206 AD, Muslim rule continued until the Sepoy Mutiny of

1857. Historians divide this long reign into two parts.

1. The Age of Delhi Sultans (1206-1526 C.E  .)

2. The Mughal Era (1526-1857 C.E  .).

During the Delhi Sultanate era, various dynasties ruled, made many invasions, and established a vast empire.

Considering the welfare of the people as the highest priority, they achieved significant development in the fields

of social, economic, religious, art, architecture, and literature. They did a lot of service for the spread of Islam.

A diverse culture due to different Muslim ethnic groups ruling India formed this memory, which left an indelible

mark on Indian culture. All the rulers who ruled Delhi were called “Delhi Sultans” because they ruled with the

title “Sultan.” From Delhi, India was ruled by five dynasties. 

1. Slave (Ilbari) Dynasty (1206-1290 C.E  .).-(Ruled 84 Years)

2. Khilji Dynasty (1290-1320 C.E  )-(Ruled 30 Years)

3. Tughlaq Dynasty (1320-1414 C.E  )-(Ruled 94 Years)

4. Sayyid Dynasty (1414-1451 C.E  )-(Ruled 37 Years)

5. Lodi Dynasty (1451-1526 C.E  )-(Ruled 75 Years)

These dynasties ruled for about 320 years. During the reign of the Arabs, Ghazni and Ghoris Muslim power

was limited to some parts of North India, but during the era of the Delhi Sultans, their power spread to South

India. The era of the Delhi Sultans, which started with the slave dynasty, came under the control of the Mughals

after the fall of the Lodi dynasty. During this period, many selfish politics, conspiracies, and political changes

took place. Arabs, Patans, Mongols, Iranis, Turanis, etc. settled in India and spread their culture and traditions.

Due to this, many changes have taken place in Indian culture as well.
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

            


           
























i) 









ii) 


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Slave Dynasty (1206-1290 AD):

2.2 Qutb-ud-din-Aibak: (1206-1210 AD)

The real founder of the slave dynasty was Qutb-ud-din-Aibak. He started life as a slave and eventually became

a “Sultan” with powerful abilities. A total of 10 of these clans ruled. But among them, only Aibak, Aramsha, and

Illtutmish started life as slaves and later became sultans. They are of Turkish descent. He was born of Turkish

parents in Turkestan. When he was merely a boy, he was taken to Nishapur in Persia by a merchant, where he

was purchased by the local Qazi as a slave. The Qazi provided for his religious and military training, along with

that of his own sons. He learned archery and horseback riding, among other skills. When the Qazi died, he was

sold by his sons to a merchant, who took him to Ghazni, where he was purchased by Muhammad Ghori. He

became a slave of Muhammad Ghori.

Qutb-ud-din-Aibak

He proved himself to be so loyal to his master that he was given command of a section of his master’s

army. He attracted the attention of his master by his courage, manly bearing, and generosity. During the

Khwarazmian-Ghurid wars, he was captured by the scouts of Sultan Shah; after the Ghurid victory, he was

released and highly favoured by Muhammad Ghori. He was appointed “Amir-i-Akhur,” which means master

of the royal stables. He rendered such voluble services to his master during his Indian expeditions that he was

placed in charge of his Indian conquests after the second battle of Tarain in 1192 C.E  .

After the Ghurid victory in the Second Battle of Tarain, Muhammad Ghori put Aibak in charge of his

Indian territories. Aibak expanded the Ghurid power in northern India by conquering and raiding several

places in the Chahamana, Gahadavala, Chaulukya, Chandela, and other kingdoms. Aibak was appointed as

the regent of the parts of India he had conquered. Aibak belonged to the “Ilbari” tribe in the slave clan. Aibak

means “Lord of the Moon.” Qutb-ud-din divides the reign of Aibak into two parts. One is known as the regent,

and the other as the Sultan of Delhi. 

2.2.1 As Royal Representative: (1192-1206 C.E.)
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           



















      



 









         




 




 

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1. In 1192, he first suppressed a rebellion in Ajmer and Meerut. Hariraja was appointed as the ruler of

Ajmer.

2. He conquered Meerut in 1193. Later, he defeated Rajput kingdoms in Aligarh and Delhi.

3.  Ghori defeat Jayachandra in 1193 and win the battle of Chandwara. With this, he occupied Kanauj

and Benares.

4. In 1194 AD, he crushed a second rebellion in Ajmer.

5. Attacked Gwalior, defeated Shaktipala, and captured the fort.

6. In 1197, he punished the Anhilvad ruler Bhima II of Gujarath. He destroyed the confederacy, looted

Anhilvad, and came back to Delhi by way of Hansi.

7. In 1202 AD, he besieged the fortress of Kalinjar in Bundelkhand and captured it; he got a lot of booty,

and thousands of people were made prisoners. He marched to the city of Mahoba and took possession

of it. He captured Badaun, which was one of the richest cities.

8. One of his lieutenants, Iktiyar ud-din, conquered Bihar and a part of Bengal. He was assisted in these

wars by Muhammad Bin Bakhtiar Khilji. In this context, the universities of Vikramsila, Nalanda, and

Uddantapuri were destroyed. Later, Bakhtiar attacked Nadia. On hearing this news, Lakshmana Sena

ran away and occupied them as well. Qutb-ud-din-Aibak conquered Delhi, Ajmer, Bengal, and Bihar

for his master and established a stable power. With this, it can be said that the establishment of the

Empire of the Sultans began with him. Thus, before his accession to the throne in 1206 AD, Qutb-ud-

din-Aibak was already in possession of almost the whole of northern India as a representative of

Ghori.

2.2.2 Qutb-ud-din-Aibak as Sultan: (1206-1210 C.E.)

After Ghori’s death in 1206, Aibak declared himself Sultan of India. He got the support of Amirs, Turks,

officers, and generals. As Sultan, Aibak did not undertake any new invasions. He resorted to matrimonial ties

to stabilise his situation. To strengthen his position, Qutb ud-din-Aibak formed matrimonial alliances with

prominent figures.He himself married the daughter of Taj-ud-Din-Yildoz, Governor of Kirman. He married his

sister to Nasir ud-Din Qabacha. He married his daughter to Iltutmish. After the death of Ghori, the citizens of

Lahore invited Qutb-ud-din-Aibak to assume sovereign powers. He travelled to Lahore and assumed control

of the government. However, his formal accession took place on June 24, 1206.
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


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            




         





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Aibak, who assumed the position of Sultan, was left without peace. Rajputs occupied Kalanjar.

Harishchandra, the leader of the Gahadwals, occupied Luden and Farooqabad. The Parthians occupied Gwalior.

Alivardi Khan declared independence in Bengal. Eventually, cousins Yaldoz and Kabacha also tried to occupy

Delhi. Aibak invaded Bengal and had his sovereignty acknowledged by Alivardi Khan. Later, he attacked the

northwest. He defeated Yaldoz and occupied Ghazni. But Yaldoz later recaptured it. But on the way back,

Aibak died in 1210 when he fell from his horse while playing polo in Lahore. Qutbuddin Aibak is credited with

establishing the Muslim state in India. He was a great patron of learning, and he patronised writers like Hasan

Nizami and Fakhr-ud-Din. He has the title “Lakhbakhsh” (Giver of Lakhs). All contemporary chroniclers

praise Aibak as a loyal, generous, courageous, and just man. According to Minhaj-us-Siraj, his generosity

earned him the epithet lakh-bakhsh, literally “giver of lakhs of copper coins or jitals.”

He started construction of the Qutub Minar at Delhi to mark the establishment of Muslim rule in India.

He built the Quwwat-ul-Islam mosque in Delhi and the Adhai-Din-Ka-Jhonpra mosque in Ajmer. Aibak was

also a patron of literature. Fakhri Mudabbir, who wrote Adab al-Harb: The Etiquette of War, dedicated his

book of genealogies to Aibak. The composition of Hasan Nizami’s Tajul-Ma’asir, which was completed

during the reign of Iltutmish, probably began during Aibak’s reign. According to Eswari Prasad, Aibak was the

greatest of India’s conquerors. K.A. Nizami says that Qutb-ud-din-Aibak was a military leader par excellence.

Abul Fazal is all praise for him and sums up his estimate of Aibak in these words: “He achieved things, good

and great.”

2.3 Aram Shah (1210-1211C.E.):

Aibak, who died unexpectedly, had not appointed or declared any ruler in Delhi. After Aibak’s death, the

Turkic officers (maliks and amirs) stationed at Lahore appointed Aram Shah as his successor. No details

about Aram Shah’s life were available before his ascension to the throne. According to one theory, he was a

son of Aibak, but this is unlikely. According to Minhaj-us-Siraj, Qutub-ud-din had only three daughters and no

son. Abal Fazal says that Aram Shah was the brother of Qutb-ud-din-Aibak. Aram Shah ruled for no more

than eight months, during which various provincial governors started asserting independence. Aram Shah was

a weak and worthless young man. No wonder the people of Delhi refused to accept him as their ruler. The

governors, like Qabacha of Multan and Ali Mardan of Bengal, refused to recognise the suzerainty of Aram
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



 















            






















Sadi of India


 

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Shah. Some Turkic officers then invited Aibak’s former slave, Iltutmish, a distinguished general, to take over

the kingdom. During that time, Iltutmish was the governor of Badaun. Most likely, Aram Shah was put to death.

2.4 Iltutmish: (1211-1236 C.E.):

Iltutmish was the third king of Ghurid territory in northern India. The full name of Iltutmish was Shams-ud-Din

Iltutmish. He raised himself to be a great fighter. Ilutmish was a Turkish national; he was born into an Ilbari tribal

family, and his father was a leader of the Turkic tribe. He was an intelligent and handsome boy who developed

jealousy in his brothers, and they sold him to a slave dealer. Iltutmish was transported to Bukhara by Sadar-i

Jahan.Qutub-ud-din bought him as a slave in Delhi. In 1190 C.E., Qutub-ud-din-Aibak purchased Iltutmish,

and this is where Iltutmish rose as a warrior under Aibak’s rule. When Aibak brought Iltutmish, he was appointed

as the head of the bodyguard and quickly rose through the ranks under Aibak.He was granted the title of “most

important person of the Delhi sultanate” due to his efficient governance. In a short span of time, Iltutmish gained

the favour of his master and was appointed governor of the cities of Gwalior and Bulandshahar. On the death

of his master in 1210 C.E., at the invitation of the Delhi Sardars, he ascended the Delhi throne. Aram Shah,

who was incompetent, deposed him and usurped the throne of Delhi. Iltutmish was the first Muslim to rule from

Delhi and was eventually considered the first founder of the Delhi sultanate.

By the time Iltutmish ascended the throne, his clan had circled him. Furthermore, enemies are infiltrating

the borders. Aramsha’s fans are blocking Iltutmish at every step. Ali Mardan Khan, the ruler of Bengal,

declared independence, and Indus ruler Kabjacha occupied Multan and Uchh. Tajuddin Yaldoz is trying to

conquer Delhi from Ghazni. Rajput kingdoms like the Chandelas, Parthians, and Chauhans declared

independence. The attacks of the Mongols began in India.

2.4.1 Achievements of Iltutmish:

1. First, he suppressed the followers of Aram Sha and established his authority over Delhi, Oudh, Badayan,

and Benaras.

2. The ruler of Ghazni, who came to occupy Delhi, drove out Yaldoz. Knowing that Yaldoz was hiding in

Lahore, he resumed his attack. In the battle of Tarain in 1125, Iltutmish took Yaldoz as a hostage and

killed him.

3. In 1226, he started a campaign against the Rajputs. After many deadly battles with the Rajputs, the

regions of Bayana, Ajmer, and Sambhar were reclaimed. Chandelas in Kalanjar, Parthians in Gwalior
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

































            













63

and Jhansi, and Chauhans in Jalor, Ajmer, and Bhimal rule independently after the Muslims are driven

out.Focusing on the Rajputs, the Iltutmish first occupied Ranathambore and Mandwar. Later, he began

his raids in Gwalior and continued to Malwa.But later, his efforts failed. He could not defeat the

Chalukyas of Gujarat, the Chauhans of Bundi, and the Chandelas of Kalanjar.

4. By 1230, a large portion of Jodhpur state had been annexed. The Pratihar king of Gwalior was

conquered in 1230–31. Iltutmish undertook an attack on Nagada, but he was defeated by Rana

Kshetra Singh.

5. The Mongols were wild tribes from Central Asia. They are known for cruelty and destruction. Under

the leadership of Genghis Khan, they conquered China, Central Asia, and Western Asia. They destroyed

the kingdom of Khwarazmian King Alauddin Muhammad.At this time, Jalaluddin Mangabarni, son of

Allauddin Muhammad, fled and surrendered to the Iltutmish. But Iltutmish did not shelter him. The

Mongols attacked Sindu for Mangabarni but could not advance. The reason for that is that the country

is already experiencing strong summer winds. After the Mongols retreated, Mangabarni attacked the

Indus and defeated Kabacha. Iltutmish acted wisely to prevent the Mongols from coming to India.

6. The Chalukyas of Gujarat repelled Iltutmish’s army with great losses. In 1234–35, he led an expedition

into Malwa, plundering the towns of Bhilsa and Ujjain. He also destroyed the temple of mahankali at

Ujjain. The contention of Sir Wolseley Haig is that Iltutmish conquered and annexed Malwa, but it

appears that it was merely a raid and not a war of conquest.

7. Nasiruddin Mahmud, Iltutmish’s eldest son, was put in charge of the campaign in the Gangetic Valley.

The Hindu chieftains’ lands of Badaun, Kanauj, and Benaras were conquered. Katehar (Rohilkhand),

with its capital Ahichhatra, was also won after a hard battle; it is estimated that over one lakh Turkish

men died in this fight.

8. In this state, Iltutmish occupied Multan from Kabacha and merged them in Delhi.

9. After Alimardan Khan’s death, Husam ad-Din Iwaz bin Hasan Khan became the ruler of Bengal.

Iltutmish sent an army to Bengal under the leadership of his son, Nasiruddin Muhammad. Iwaz died in

the battle. However, later, Balka Khilji also rebelled. He was also suppressed by the Illuminati. Bengal

and Bihar became part of the rule of the Sultans.
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







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



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10. In 1235, Iltutmish attempted to subjugate the Khokhars. Iltutmish became ill, returned to Delhi, and

died in April 1236.

It can be said that by the time of his death, he had almost succeeded in consolidating the power of Delhi. He

was able to complete all the tasks that needed to be done. He protected the fledgling kingdom of Delhi from

the Mongol invasions. He saved it with leaves. His authority was recognised by the Caliph. He received a title

from the caliph as a loyal military officer. That is why he is called the “real founder” of the Delhi Sultanate. He

is a traditional Muslim. He not only hated Hindus but also demolished many temples and completed Qutub

Minar. The sultans’ seat of governance was known as Dar-ul-Khalifa, which literally means “house of the

Khalifa.” Iltutmish systematically eliminated disgruntled and insubordinate Ghurid officials. In February 1229,

Iltutmish received a letter of investiture from Baghdad’s Abbasid Caliph, Al-Mustansir Billah. Iltutmish was

given the titles of Sultan of Hindustan and Deputy of the Faithful Leader Nasir-Amir-ul-Momin.

He divided the kingdom into “Iqtas” (military states). He appointed rulers called “muqti” or “wali.”

They collected land revenue and looked after general administration. They were in charge of the iqtas, or

areas, into which the kingdom was split, and they had a lot of power at court. He issued silver coins known as

Tanka and copper coins known as Jital.He stamped the name of the caliph on his coins. He instituted a gold

and silver currency that was solely Arabic. He was the first to introduce a purely Arabic coinage. The weight of

his regular silver tanka was 175 grains. Nelson Wright says “the reign of Iltutmish stands out as a landmark

in the coinage of Delhi.”

Iltutmish formed a group of forty nobles who were loyal to the Sultan during his reign, and it was

known as Chahlgani or Chalisa. This group used to assist and advise the Sultan regarding the administration

of the Delhi Sultanate. Later, this group was also instrumental in opposing Sultana Razia for the throne. Mangols

invaded Ujjain and demolished the “Mahakal” temple. The famous Mahankali temple in Ujjain was also

demolished. The construction of Qutub Minar was completed by Swaja “Qutubuddin” of Baghdad. In

commemoration of his son Nasiruddin Mahmud, he established Nasiriya College in Delhi. Razia Sultan afterwards

appointed Qazi Minhaz ud Din Siraj as its principal. Iltutmish is credited with constructing the Hauz-i-Shamshi

at Mahrauli, Delhi. Qutub-ud-din Aibak built the first level of Qutub Minar, while Iltutmish finished the rest of

the work by adding three more storeys. He was laid to rest in the magnificent tomb he had built for himself in

Delhi. In the literature of the sultanate period, Delhi is never referred to merely by its name; it is called either

“Harat-i-Delhi” (The Majestic Delhi) or “The City” (Shahar). Thus, Iltutmish was an intelligent and brave

leader of the Delhi Sultanate. According to Sir Wolseley Haig, “Iltutmish was the greatest of all the slave kings.”
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

 
       




           















  













 

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According to Minhaj-us-Siraj, “a protector of the lands of God and the helper of the servants of God” Prof.

K.A. Nizami says that he was one of the most outstanding rulers of mediaeval India.

2.5 Rukn-ud-din-Firuz Shah (1236):

The eldest son of Iltutmish, he ascended the throne with the help of nobles. He was an incompetent ruler

and a worthless fellow. He spent the majority of his time satisfying his sexual thirst and completely ignored

government work. His mother, Shah Turkan, enjoyed real power. When the governors of Multan, Hansi,

Badaun, and Lahore refused to acknowledge the authority of Rukn-ud-din, they started revolting, and Ruknuddin

Firuz Shah marched in to quell the revolt. Using this opportunity, Iltumish’s daughter Razia seized the throne of

the Delhi Sultanate with the help of the Delhi Amirs. A conspiracy was hatched to murder Razia, but the same

thing leaked out. All the nobles were disgusted, and they put Shah Turkan to death. Rukn was also defeated

and put to death. The reign of Rukn-ud-Din lasted for six months and seven days. Razia became the sultana of

Delhi. 

2.6 Razia Sultana: (1236-1240 C.E.)

Razia Sultana was the first female ruler to rule India. She is the daughter of Iltutmish. Based on her qualifications,

she was declared the heir to the throne of Delhi, but the rulers of Delhi did not accept her succession as a

woman. The rulers were declared to be Ruknuddin Shah Firuz Shah, son of Iltutmish. But he is not interested

in governance. His mother, Shah Turkan, was a cruel woman who held all the power in her hands and ruled

according to her will. Rebellions broke out due to her misrule. Taking advantage of these conditions, Razia

joined hands with the rebel groups and occupied the throne. Razia Sultana was the first woman to ascend the

throne of Delhi. According to Minhaj, Razia ruled for 3 years, 6 months, and 6 days.

2.6.1 Steps taken by Razia to maintain her power:

1. First, it removed Wazir Junaid from office to get rid of his intrigues.

2. The second dangerous enemy is Turkan-e-Chahalgani (the Corps of Forty) or Dal Chalisa, which

consists of forty religious leaders. Generally, these are religious practices.

This Chahalgani was not recognised as a queen. To reduce the influence of the Chahalgani, she appointed non-

Turks to high positions. Immediately after ascending the throne, Razia made several important appointments.

She appointed Khwaja Muhazzabuddin as her new wazir (prime minister), and conferred the title Nizamul

Mulk upon him. Razia appointed Malik Saifuddin Aibek Bahtu as the commander of her army and conferred
the title Qutlugh Khan upon him. However, Saifuddin died soon after, and Razia appointed Malik Qutubuddin
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
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
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Hasan Ghuri to the newly created office of Naib-i-Lashkar (in charge of the army). Razia assigned the iqta of
Lahore, formerly held by the slain rebel Alauddin Jani, to Malik Izzuddin Kabir Khan Ayaz, the rebel who
had joined her. Razia appointed her loyalists to imperial household positions, including Malik-i
Kabir Ikhtiyaruddin Aitigin as Amir-i Hajib and Malik Jamaluddin Yaqut as Amir-i Akhur (Master of the
Stable).

During Razia’s reign, the Shias revolted against the Sultanate, but the rebellion was suppressed. In a

major incident, the Shia Qarmatians carried out an attack on the Jama Masjid in Delhi. In 1238-1239, Malik
Izzuddin Kabir Khan Ayaz, the governor of Lahore, rebelled against Razia, and she marched against him. With
this, Chiahalgani began a fierce competition for Yakut’s powers. There was a rumour that Razia loved the
Yakuts. Yakut was a Negro national of Abyssinia, Al-Tunia, and the Aithijin Rebellion.: Malik Altunia revolted
in Batinda. Razia’s army, which went to quell this rebellion, was mortally wounded. Yakub died in battle. Razia
is trapped. Chroniclers such as Isami, Sirhindi, Badauni, Firishta, and Nizamuddin Ahmad attribute Razia’s
intimacy with Yaqut as a major cause of her downfall.

She was deposed by a group of nobles in April 1240. She married one of the rebels, Ikhtiyaruddin Altunia, and
attempted to regain the throne, but was defeated by her half-brother and successor, Muizuddin Bahram, in
October of that year and killed shortly after. Berham’s armies defeated Altunia and Razia. They went back to
Bhatinda. Altunia assembled an army, which, according to Abdul Malik Isami, included Khokhars, Jats,
and Rajputs. In September-October 1240, Sultan Muizuddin Bahram led an army against the forces of Altunia
and Razia and defeated them on October 14, 1240. Altunia and Razia were forced to retreat to Kaithal, where
they were deserted by their soldiers and killed by a group of Hindus. Razia was killed on October 15, 1240.
The grave of Razia is located at Mohalla Bulbuli Khana near Turkman Gate in Old Delhi. The 14th-century
traveller Ibn Batuta mentions that Razia’s tomb had become a pilgrimage centre. Coins of Razia are found in
silver and billon; one gold coin of Bengal style is also known. Silver tankas were issued from both Bengal
(Lakhnauti) and Delhi. Initially, she issued coins from Delhi in the name of her father, Iltumish, citing the title
Nasrat, i.e., the female title of Nasir.

Razia has good courage. Although he ruled over Delhi for a short time, she ironed out the prestige of the Delhi
Sultans. She tried to suppress Chahalgani. She was not allowed to continue in power just because she was a
woman. Razia Sultana was a great queen, an intelligent woman who nurtured educated people and ruled justly.
Historians like Minhaj and Siraj commented that Razia had the courage and qualifications of a king. She
dressed as a man and participated in wars. According to R.P. Tripathi, “the time and general outlook of the
Muslim people, chiefly of the military and religious classes, made the selection of Razia unique and most
daring.” Minhaj-us-Siraj says that Razia had all the qualities befitting a king, but she was “not born of the right
sex.” She was a great monarch.

2.7 Bahram Shah (1240-1242 CE)

He was a third son of Iltutmish. During the reign of Muiz-ud-din-Bahram Shah, the struggle for supremacy

continued between the Sultan and the nobles. In his period, the new post of Naib-i-Mamlikat was created, and

Ikthtiyar-ud-din Aeitigin was appointed to that post. Mongols attacked India under Tair in 1241, they occupied

Lahore, and the city was plundered. During the Baharamsha period, the Mongols invaded under the rule of
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



         

       



       
        
 

     

              
  




              
          
            

           
        



             
(Mysticism)             

                 
            
            
       
            

            
          
           
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Mangu. The Turkish nobles initially supported Bahram Shah, but later became disorganized, and during this

unrest, Bahram Shah was killed by his own army.

2.8 Ala-ud-din-Masud-Shah (1242-1246 CE):

Ruknuddin was the son of Rukn-ud-din-Firuz-Shah and Razia Sultan’s nephew. After Bahram Shah’s death,

he was chosen as the ruler. Tughar Khan, the Governor of Bengal, declared independence and annexed Bihar.

Multan and Uch also became independent. There was a conspiracy hatched in which Balban, Nasir-ud-din

Mahamud, and his mother participated. However, he was unable to manage the affairs of the government and

was replaced by Nasir-ud-din Mahamud.

2.9 Nasir-ud-din-Mahmud (1246-1265 C.E.):

He was the grandson of the young and inexperienced Iltutmish. Balban ascended the throne with the help of

Ulugh Khan, a member of the Chahalgani (Forty), who himself assumed the position of regent. He married his

daughter to Nasir ud-din. According to Dr. P. Saran, the young sultan began his reign with great enthusiasm,

but that was not palatable to Balban, who wanted to keep all the powers in his own hands. Although Balban

was powerful in administration, he had to face the intrigues of his rivals in the House. The Mongols created

trouble during his period; they made several raids upon Multan and Lahore, and they captured and plundered

the cities. Nasir ud-din suppressed the Mivaties (robbers). Nasiruddin Mahmud died in 1265 C.E., and

according to some historians like Ibn Battuta and Isami, Balban poisoned him and ascended the throne.

2.10 Ghiyas-ud-din-Balban (1266-1286 C.E.):

Balban’s coming to the throne as the Sultan of Delhi was a new beginning in the rule of Delhi. He was the

greatest of the slave clan rulers. He served as the Sultan of Delhi for a total of 40 years. People enjoyed peace

and security during his reign. Ghiyas-ud-din-Balban was the 9th Sultan of Delhi. He was born in the Central

Asian Turkic tribe in 1216.Balban belongs to the Mamluk dynasty of Delhi. He acted as the regent of Nasiruddin

Mahmud. Balban’s original name was Baha-ud-Din. He belongs to the Ilbhari Turks. Balban was captured by

the Mongols at a very young age and taken to Ghazni. He was enslaved and sold to different people before

being purchased by Iltutmish.

Balban was hired as a simple water carrier at first, but Iltutmish noticed his talent and promoted him to

the position of Khasdar (the king’s personal attendant) by the Sultan.He became one of the most notable of the

forty Turkic nobles of Delhi, or the Chalissa. During the reign of Razia Sultana, he was the amir-i-shikar, or

lord of the hunt, a position of some importance at the time, having military and political responsibilities. Iltutmish
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           
  


  

 






             


 

                
 
 




 
           
           
           
 
   



 
           
    



 


   
        
      
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gave his daughter to Balban and got married. As a member of Chahalgani, Balban was instrumental in replacing

Baharamsha with Nasir-ud-din Muhammad as the ruler of Delhi. Nasir ud-din was appointed as Wazir (Prime

Minister). After Nasir-ud-din’s death, he declared himself the ruler of Delhi. Balban worked as a wazier for 20

years and as a ruler for 20 years. After ascending the throne, he was given the title “Ghiyas-ud-din’.”

2.10.1 Problems faced by Balban as Sultan:

1. Chihalgani selfishly opposed Balban as Sultan. The prestige of the Sultan among Sardars declined.

2. Back in India, the Mongols started invasions. The treasury was emptied, and the rulers became

independent.

3. Many rebellions broke out all over the country.

2.10.2 Acts of Balban as Sultan:

He was one of the members of Chahalgani. Balban made several conquests as Wazir. He took care of the

Mewats, reconquered Bengal, and successfully fought off the Mongol threat. This series of conquests made

him one of the most famous rulers of Delhi. First, he suppressed Chahalgani. Young Turkish men are appointed

to high positions. He made them a substitute for Chahalgani. He accused Chahalgani members of crimes and

brutally killed them. He acted impartially in the courtroom.Tughral Khan, the cause of the Bengal rebellion, was

killed, and his second son Bugara Khan took his place as the ruler of Bengal. He suppressed with an iron hand

the hill men whose forays were a terror in the suburbs of Delhi. He cleared the forests around Delhi and, at the

sacrifice of 100,000 men, turned a haunt of bug-rangers into a peaceable agricultural district. He freed the

roads from brigands by killing and burning without mercy. Balban crushed the Mewatis and maintained discipline

among the officers.

2.10.3 Administrative Actions:

There is no tolerance for malpractice in administration. He appointed spies and arrested the corrupt. He fixed
high salaries so that the employees would not be bribed. Employees and spies were also severely punished for

not performing their duties properly. One of the famous military campaigns of Balban was against Meo, or

Mayo, the people of Mewat, who used to plunder the people of Delhi even in the daylight. The distress caused
by the Meo is well described in Barani’s words: “He has killed many Mayos in his military campaign.” During
his reign, Balban wanted to make sure everyone was loyal to the crown by establishing an efficient espionage
system. Sultan Balban had a strong and well-organized intelligence system. Balban used spies, known as
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             
      

 

        

            
       
           
            
  



 

  

 











         



 

            
   

i)           
 



 

           


           



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barids, to spy on his officials.He placed secret reporters and news writers in every department. The spies were
independent authorities who were only answerable to the Sultan.

 2.10.4 Military Power:

Balban strengthened the army. A special military minister was appointed. He reorganised the army of the Delhi
Sultanate to counter the Mongols’ threatsorganised the army of the Delhi Sultanate to counter the Mongols’
threats. For this, he created a new department of military affairs known as Diwan-i-arz, which was given the
charge of Ariz-i-Mumalik. He barred Hindus from joining the army or other institutions of authority.Strict
disciplinary action was taken. With these, he made his kingdom successful.

2.10.5 Increased Royal Prestige:

Certain fundamental elements comprise Balban’s theory of kingship, according to K.A. Nizami.According to
Blaban; kingship was the viceregency of God on earth (Niyabat-i-Khudai). Balban raised the prestige of the
monarchy. It was second only to the prophethood in terms of dignity.The king was the Shadow of God
(Zilullah). His heart was the repository of divine guidance and radiance. He believed that kingship was a divine
power. He was calling him “Zilli illah.” That is, Balban, the shadow of God, believed in autocracy.

He claimed ancestry from the mythical Turkish legendary hero Afrasiyab of Turan and maintained a

distance from the people.He used the royal prestige. Balban introduced Persian customs into the court, such as

kissing the feet of the monarch in the court as the normal form of salutation for the king called “Paibos,” and

Sijda, which means prostrating. He introduced Nauroz Persian festival celebrations in his court. They were

spotted in royal attire at the court.They stopped laughing and crying. He did not allow anyone to laugh in his

court. Except for his officers, he did not communicate with the general public.Not only were the lower castes

hated, they were not appointed to high positions. He stopped drinking and gambling. Moreover, these were

mentioned all over the country. He strictly followed Persian traditions. According to Ishwari Prasad, his rule

was half civil and half military.Balban believed in despotism.

2.10.6 Rebellion Suppression:

Balban did not conquer new territories but brutally suppressed internal rebellions. He gave special importance

to the maintenance of law and order. Thieves and rebels used to roam around in Delhi. He brutally suppressed

bandits and robbers in Awadh and Doab, as well as in Delhi.Balban took it upon himself to exterminate the

turbulent tribes of Mewat and Awadh, destroying strongholds and villages. He also unsuccessfully laid siege to

the fortress of Ranthambore, but did recapture Gwalior from the Rajputs. Balban put down a rebellion led by
the Chandela Chief of Kalinjar in 1247.While Balban was on the job of questioning thieves in Delhi, a revolt
was started at Rohil Khand. He suppressed the rebels and killed all the men there. So much fear that no one
can revolt again. Tughril Khan, the Governor of Bengal, rebelled and declared independence. He released
coins in his name. Balban’s efforts to suppress it were initially unsuccessful. A second time, he himself invaded
Bengal with the help of his second son, Bughra Khan, and an army of two lakhs. Tughril Khan ran away in fear,
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          
            
          
           
           
             
          
 

         

           
(People of Noble Descent) 


 




 

             

    

ii) 





            
 

              
       

        


               
             


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chased him, and threw him into the Ganges. Bughra Khan was appointed as Governor of Bengal. He appointed
Imad-ul-Mulk as military supervisor.

2.10.7 Mongol Invasions:

Balban took many measures to counter the Mongol invasions. The Mongols have been concerned since the
Iltutmish period. For that, Balban took the able men into the army and made them patrol the border area. He
fortified border forts, and new forts were built. He divided the north-western state into two and appointed two
governors, placing a strong army in their charge. In Multan, he appointed his eldest son Muhmmad and his
second son Bughra Khan. Most of them were able to stop the Mongols from coming to India. Balban repelled
the Mongol army away from his territory. This was achieved because the cavalry horses of Balban were better
suited to the Indian climate than the Mongolian horses. His eldest son, Muhammad, was killed in the Mongol
invasion in June 1286. This greatly irritated the Balban. Balban died of grief in 1286.

2.10.8 Estimate of Balban:

According to Lane-Poole, “Balban, the slave, water-carrier, huntsman, general, statesman, and sultan, is one

of the most striking figures among many notable men in the long line of the kings of Delhi.” He commented that

“from the life of a common slave came a Hindu Sultan.” According to Dr. Eswari Prasad, “a great warrior,

ruler, and statesman” saved the infant Muslim state from extinction at a critical time. Dr. Habibullah says that

“enough has perhaps been said to evaluate his contributions to the making of the Delhi sultanate.” Prof. K.A.

Nizami agrees with Barani that Balban established law and order in his empire’s main provinces

through his forts and military posts.Without his preliminary work, the achievements of the Khalji era would

have been impossible. According to Barani, “Sultan Balban was a man of experience in matters of government.”

He rose from Malik to Khan, and from Khan to King, assuming great state and making grand displays of pomp

and dignity in his first and second years. Balban is a visionary. There were poets like Amir Khusru and Amir

Hassan in his court. Every day, Balban is said to have sat opposite such scholars and eaten his meals. Although

Balban ruled the country for 40 years, it must be said that his whole life was a struggle. But the prestige of the

king increased. Balban occupies a very prominent place in the history of Muslim rule in India. He raised the

prestige of the Delhi Sultanate and gave peace to the people.

2.11 Kaikhusaru (1286):

Balban succeeded Bughra Khan first to the throne of Delhi, but he did not accept this proposal. Later, Kaikhusaru,
the son of Mahamad, was declared his successor. He was a weak ruler.

2.12 Kaiqubad (1287-1290 C.E.):

After Kaikusru, Kaiqubad (1287-1290 C.E. ) became the Delhi sultan. He was a son of Bughra Khan.
Kaiqubad was only 17 years old. He was a puppet in the hands of Nizam ud-din, the Kotwal of Delhi.
Kaiqubad completely neglected administration and enjoyed spending time with young girls, according to Barani.
Qaiqubad was very weak and incompetent, and he died of a stroke, leaving the rule to his three-year-old son,
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
 


            

              
           
  

                

            
             
            

             





(Mystical School)       


 

 





            


              
    (Mystic)   

I)   

    

          
 


          
    
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Shamsuddin Kayumars, who was eventually dethroned by his guardian, Jalal ud-din Firuz-Khalji, in 1290
C.E., bringing the Slave dynasty to an end. 

Source: https://www.mapsofindia.com/

history/slave-dynasty.html

                                           Khalji

Dynasty (1290-1320 C.E.)

2.13 Jalal-ud-din-Firuz Shah Khalji:

(1290-96 AD)

After the end of the slave dynasty,

Jalaluddin Firuz Shah ascended the throne

of Delhi in 1290 C.E.. This event has been

described by Dr. R. P. Tripati as the “Khalji

Revolution.” He says that “one of the most

significant consequences of the Khalji

Revolution was that it dealt a heavy blow

to the growing sentiment of loyalty that was

gathering around the throne of Delhi and

was likely to bear good results.” He was the founder of the Khalji Dynasty. This is a historic event in Indian

history; he established the rule of Delhi.The court poet of Jalaluddin, Fakhruddin, wrote that the Holomond

region of Afghanistan was the Khilji region. It is believed that they got this name from the Khilji of this area.

Khilji’s family, who migrated from Afghanistan to make a living, joined the Balban Court as an employee and

rose step by step, until finally he was appointed as the governor of the state. By then, Firuz Shah was an old

man. At the age of 70, he was crowned in Kilokari Fort in 1290 C.E..

He was a liberal sultan. He wanted to maintain law and order and not invade any new states. On his

first expedition against Ranathambore in 1290 C.E, the ruler offered stiff resistance. The result was that the

sultan gave up the campaign and came back to Delhi. He stopped the expansion of the state. He had some

strong officers, like Malik Fakhruddin and Sirajuddin. Byaza Kathir was the wazir of Jalaluddin Khilji. During

the second year of his reign, Jalal had to face the revolt of Malik Chhajju, the Governor of Kara. The real name
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
   

 

            
             


iii) 

  

       

 

      









  

             
 of Chhajju was Kishlu Khan. Arkali Khan, son of Jalal-ud-din, was sent against Chhajju, Chhajju was defeated,

and he and his followers were captured but not punished. Some historians argued that Jalal ud-din’s policy was

flawed. Jalal ud-din replaced him and made Alla ud-din Khilji the governor of Kara State. When the Mongols

invaded in 1292 AD, Firuz drove them out. Abdullah, Halaku’s grandson, launched an attack on India and
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defeated them. Jalal ud-din converted many soldiers captured during the Mongol invasion to Islam.

The sultan allowed some of the Mongols to settle in India; they are known as Naya Muslims or New

Mussalmans. Their leader Ulgu got married to Jalal ud-din Khilji’s daughter. “Thugs” were arrested but not

punished and released in Bengal. Siddimoula was trampled to death by elephants for conspiring against the

Sultan. It must be said that during the period of Firuz Shah, the Delhi armies achieved historic victories. Bilsa

and Devagiri raids are important among them. The name of Alla-ud-din-Khilli, the Governor of Kara, became

known throughout the kingdom. Allauddin assassinated Jalal ud-din Firuz Shah while being congratulated on

his victory over Devagiri. Prof. R.S. Sharma calls him “Clemency King Firuz.” He said that Jalaluddin Khalji

was too kind to be a king in an age when blood and iron alone could tell. His mild policy was resented by his

followers, and the same was attributed to his age and cowardice. Dr. K.S. Lal says, “Jalal-ud-din was a

successful general before becoming king but gave up the policy of aggression after becoming the Sultan. He

described himself as a “king’s failure, a perfect gentleman, and one of the most pious Muslims of his time.” 

2.14 Alla-ud-din-Khalji (1296-1316 C.E.):

Alla-ud-din Delhi can be said to be the greatest city in the history of mediaeval India. He was a great warrior,

a troubled ruler, and intelligent. He provided good governance to the Delhi Sultans. He made a new beginning

in the history of Delhi. The sovereignty of Delhi was extended from the north to the south. He was to be a world

conqueror like Alexander. He thought to make him free from the influence of Ulema. He was assisted by Qazi-

ul-Mulk. He managed domestic and foreign policies under his supervision. He achieved great success. He had

capable military officers like Ulugh Khan, Nusrat Khan, Altaf Khan, Zafar Khan, Malik-ul-Mulk Malik

Fakruddin, and Malik-Al-Gari at his disposal.Alauddin wanted to separate religion from politics. He punished

the Hindus and increased the taxes. The king was believed to be divine. He believed that the Sultan was the

judge and representative of God. He got the title “Second Alexander.” He is a totalitarian. Allauddin exterminated

the family of Jalaluddin. Jalaluddin’s wife, Malik Jihann He blinded her sons Ibrahim and Ark Ali while
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






          











 



















I) 





  

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imprisoned.He punished his opponents. Ziauddin Barani stated that he removed the sardars and amirs in his

court. He hoped to establish a new religion and gain fame. Qazi-ul-Mulk advised him to conquer India. He

followed the ulemas and became known as the protector of Islam. He received the titles of Yamin-ul-Khilafat

Nasir, Ameer-ul-Mumani, and Sikander-i-Sani (Second Alexander).

2.14.1 Alla-ud-din Khalji Military Expadations:

Allah-ud-din fought many wars to fulfil his imperial ambition. His expeditions can be divided into two parts.

They are the invasions of North India, the invasions of South India. Alauddin conquered the kingdoms of

Gujarat in 1299: Jaisalmer (1299), Ranthambore (1301), Chittor (1303), Malwa (1305), Siwana (1308), and

Jalore (1311). These conquests put an end to several Hindu dynasties, including the Paramaras, the Vaghelas,

the Chahamanas of Ranastambapura and Jalore, the Rawal branch of the Guhilas, and perhaps the Yajvapas.

His slave-general Malik Kafur led several campaigns south of the Vindhyas, gaining considerable wealth from

Devagiri (1308), Warangal (1310), and Dwarasamudra (1311).

2.14.2 Invasions of North India: Between 1297 and 1305 C.E., he carried out invasions of North India and

won great victories.

2.14.3 Conquest of Gujarat (1299):

Alla-ud-din sent his troops, under the leadership of his able military generals, i.e., Ulugh Khan and Nusrat

Khan, to conquer Gujarat in 1299. The ruler of Gujarat was Vaghela Karnadeva. Karnadev was defeated in

this battle. Karnadev’s wife, Kamaladevi, and wealth were handed over to Delhi by Alla-udd-in’s armies.

Kamaladevi was married to Alla-ud-din. Karnadeva’s daughter, Devala Devi, fled and took refuge in Devgiri.

Karnadeva’s daughter, Deval Devi, was caught, and Alauddin got her married to his son, Khijr Khan. After the

conquest of Gujarat, the Delhi armies looted the Somnath temple and returned to Delhi. During this invasion, a

man named Malik Kapoor was bought by Nusrat Khan in the Cambay market and given as a gift to his master.

Malik Kafur became a great warrior and later fought many battles on behalf of Alla-ud-din-Khalji.

2.14.4 Invasion of Ranthambor (1301):

Ranthambore’s ruler, Rajput Hammira Deva, belonged to the Chauhan dynasty. Generals Ulghu Khan and

Nusrat Khan of Allauddin’s army fought on Ranthambore. But Lord Hammira Deva strongly resisted with his

armies. For a year, the Delhi armies could not breach the fort of Ranthambore. But Hammiradeva’s army

subdued Ranmallu with money, and the Delhi armies won this battle. But in this battle, the Delhi Army General
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

 









 







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Nusrat Khan and the ruler of Ranthambore, Hammiradev, both died. Seeing the defeat in Gujarat, the Rajput

women of Ranthambore went to Jauhar to avoid getting caught by Delhi’s armies. Amir Khusro says, “One

night the Rai lit a fire at the top of the hill and threw his women and family into flames. Rushing on the enemy

with a few devoted adherents, they sacrificed their lives in despair.” The author of “Hammir-Mahakavya”

gives a different story of the death of Hammira Deva. It is stated that the defeat of Hammira was due to the
defection of his two generals, Ratipal and Krishnapal. Hammira was severely wounded, and when he felt that
his end was near, he cut off his head with his own sword.

2.14.5 Invasion of Chittor/Mewar (1303 C.E.):

Chittor was the capital of Mewar. Chittor wasthe trade route to Gujarat; this was the reason for the attack. The

famous Sufi poet and scholar Amir Khusru also accompanied Alauddin in this battle. Alauddin’s armies attacked

Chittor, the strongest of the Rajput kingdoms and the land of the brave Guhila Rajputs. Another immediate

cause of the expedition against Mewar was the desire of Alla-ud-din to marry Padmini, the wife of Rana Ratan

Singh, the ruler of Chittor.

 Rana defended the fort from the enemy for five months. Finally, the armies of Delhi captured Chittor on August

26, 1303. Rana Ratan Singh died. His wife, Rani Padmini, was known as “the Symbol of Beauty.” Fearing that

Delhi would take her away, Jauhar organised the death of Rani Padmini along with the women of the harem.

According to Colonel Tod, “The Rajputs performed that horrible rite, the Jauhar, where the females are

immolated to preserve them from pollution or captivity.” After conquering Delhi, he renamed it Khizirabad and

appointed his son Khizr Khan as governor, the son of Ala-ud-din Khalji. Malik Mohammad Jaisi described her

charms in his book “Padmavat” about Rani Padmini. Khilji, who read it, wrote that he organised this expedition

to elevate her. But many people think that this is fiction. Dr. K.S. Lal has come to the conclusion that Jaisi was

writing an allegory and not narrating a true historical event.

2.14.6 Conquest of Malwa (1305):

Alla-ud-din sent an army to Malwa under Ain-ul-Mulk-Multani. Rai Mahalaka Deva was the ruler of Malwa.

They defeated. The victory helped the Muslims to occupy the regions of Ujjain, Mandu, Dhar, and Chanderi.

Khilji appointed Ain-ul-Mulk as the governor of Malwa.

Source: https://
www.filmibeat.com/bollywood/

features/2018/original-pictures-
of-the-kund-where-rani-

padmavati-committed-jauhar-
real-story-rani-padmini/
articlecontent-pf238504-

271306.html

Rani Padmini
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




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




 





ii



87

2.14.7 Conquest of Jalor:

Raja Kanera Deva of Jalore also submitted and acknowledged the suzerainty of Ala-ud-din. Finally, Kanera

deva was defeated, he and his relatives were put to death, and Jalore was annexed.

2.14.8 Invasion of Sevana (1308):       

In 1308, Ala-ud-Khilji himself, with a large army, attacked Sevana in Rajputana. Its ruler, Sital Deva, put up

stiff resistance but was defeated, captured, and killed. His kingdom was placed under the charge of Malik

Kamal-ud-din Gurg. 

2.14.9 Southern Invasions (1306-1812 C.E.):

Great victories in North India pushed the Khilji up into South India. It fueled his desire to expand his kingdom

even more.With the determination to establish his supremacy over the whole of India; he embarked on invasions

of the south. In the south, there are kingdoms like the Yadava, Hoyasala, Kakatiya, and Pandyas. The invasions

of these kingdoms continued under the leadership of Malik Kafur. He invaded South India with an army of

4,75,000.

2.14.10 Invasion of Devagiri (1307 C.E.):

Alla-ud-din armies led by Malik Kafur attacked Devagiri first in the south. They defeated Lord Ramachandra,

the ruler of Devagiri. Ramachandra accepted Delhi Sultan Alla-ud-din’s sovereignty over Delhi and made Lord

Ramachandra a vassal. He sent huge sums of money to the Sultan. But Lord Ramachandra’s son Sankara

refused to pay the tribute, so Malik Kafur attacked Devagiri for the second time in 1313 and killed Sankara in

battle. With this, the kingdom of Devagiri was merged into the kingdom of Delhi. Ramachandra’s sheltering of

Gujarat king Karnadev was also the main reason for the attack. Karnadev’s daughter, Devaladevi, was married

to Allahuddin’s eldest son, Khizr Khan. Ramachandra accepted to become a lifelong vassal of Alla-ud-din

Khalji.

2.14.11 Invasion of the Kakatiya Kingdom (1310 C.E.):

During this period, the Kakatiya Kingdom was ruled by Prataparudra II. Malik Kafar attacked Prataparudra.

Although Prataparudra fought, defeat was inevitable. He agreed to be a vassal and was prepared to pay taxes.

Malik Kafar gave him the vassalage of Alla-ud-din, and he served as his confidant until the end of Alla-ud-din’s

reign. Pratap Rudra gave 100 elephants, 7000 horses, and large quantities of jewels and coined money to
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



              



            

           


iii) 


           


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

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Khilji; he also agreed to send tribute to Delhi every year. Amir Kushru tells us that Malik Kafar came back to

Delhi with “an immense booty carried on a thousand camels groaning under the weight of treasure.”

2.14.12 Invasion of Dwarasamudram (1311 C.E.):

Hoyasala Kingdom is another name for Dwarasamudra Kingdom. It is ruled by Vira Ballala-III.Malik Kafur’s

armies invaded Dwarasamudra, the capital of the Hoyasala kingdom. Ballala was defeated in the battle and

made peace with Malik Kafur. He agreed to be a vassal to the Sultan. Ballala paid taxes regularly.

2.14.13 Conquest of Madura (1311 C.E.):

The armies of Malik Kafar, who conquered the kingdom of the Pandyas, marched on Madura, the capital of

the Pandyas. They already had heritage ties with the Pandya kingdom. Sundara Pandya and Veera Pandya,

both aspiring for the throne, invited Malik Kafur to invade Madura. Finally, Sundarapandya became the ruler

of Madura as per his agreement with Malik Kafar. Sundarapandya was a vassal of the Sultan, and he agreed

to pay annual taxes to Alla-ud-din. After that, Malik Kafar looted Madura, Srirangam, and Rameswaram

temples and reached Delhi with huge sums of money. He built a mosque in Rameswaram. He reached Delhi in

1311 with 2750 pounds of gold, 312 elephants, and 20,000 horses, equal in value to ten crores of tankas and

chests of jewels. No such booty had ever before been brought to Delhi. It is known that the main reason for the

success of Alla-ud-din’s southern invasions was the lack of integrity among the southern Hindu kings.

2.14.14 Mongol Invasions (1296–1308 C.E.):

Alla-ud-din had faced more than twelve Mongol invasions. These invasions started at the end of 1296 and

continued up to 1308 A.D. The Mongols threatened not only the Punjab, Multan, and Sindh but even Delhi

and the Ganga-Yamuna Doab.

1. The first Mongol invasion took place at the end of 1296 C.E.. Zafar Khan defeated the Mongols near

Jullundur, and a large number of them were killed.

2. The Second Mongol Invasion took place in 1297 C.E., under the leadership of Kadar. They occupied

the Siri fort. However, Zafar Khan and Ulghu Khan recaptured the Siri fort. The Mongol leader, along

with 17,000 followers, was captured and brought to Delhi.

3. The Third Mongol Invasion took place in 1299 C.E., when the Mongols attacked under the leadership

of Qutlugh Khwaja. Alla-ud-din fought against the Mongols boldly, but ‘Jafar Khan” died on the battle

field.
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


           

          
        




    





    





   


    
      


















  


Sri Krishna Devaraya
Source: https://indiathedestiny.com/indian-kings/sri-

krishnadevaraya-famous-king
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4. The Fourth Mongol Invasion took place in 1303, when Alla-ud-din was busy with the siege of Chittoor.

The Mongol army, led by Targhi, sent 12,000 forces to Delhi. Ali Beg and Tartaq invaded Punjab and

Amroha. The Mongols plundered and burned the territories. Ghazi Malik and Malik Kafar were

boldly facing Mongols. Finally, the Mongols were defeated, and their leaders were made prisoners.

Elephants trampled the tops of the Mongols to death.

5. The Mongols appeared once again in 1306 C.E.under the leadership of Kubak. Ghazi Malik marched

against the Mongols. A large number of Mongols, 50,000 were killed. They were put to death, and

their children and wives were sold as slaves.

6. The last Mongol invasion took place in 1307–08 under the leadership of Iqbalmand. Malik Kafur and

Ghazi Malik attacked the Mongols. The Mongols were defeated, and a large number were killed and

made prisoners. After this, they did not dare to attack Delhi. This is the last Mongol invasion. According

to Dr. K. S. Lal, “The Mongol policy of Alla-ud-din was very successful.” He had kept a large

standing army ready to meet the danger from the Mongols. Prof. Irfan Habib says that Alla-ud-din

warfare saved Delhi. His military strategy is always good against the Mongols. In this way, Alla-ud-din

Khilji effectively faced the Mongols’ attacks. As a result of the Mongol invasions, many villages and

towns were looted. Many were injured, and many died. But the people’s respect for the Sultan increased

due to the protection of the Sultan’s people. If Alla-ud-din was not a sultan during this period, the

Indians may have been under the control of Mongols, and Indian history may have been changed.

2.15 Administrative Reforms of Alla-ud-din-Khilji:

Alla-ud-din was a shrewd politician, a practical statesman, and a great administrator. He believed in the Balban

theory of kingship. Though he was illiterate, he introduced many administrative reforms. Historians called him

a strong, efficient ruler who set up a strong central government. He discussed administrative matters with the

Sardars, Amirs, and nobles. He removed the defects in governance and established a stable government. He

took tough decisions and issued tough laws. He appointed many employees and was known as a good

administrator. According to Satish Chandra, “Alla-ud-din’s reforms were based on his conception of fear and

control as the basis of good government as well as his military ambitions: the bulk of the measures were

designed to centralise power in his hands and to support a large military.”

Administration of Alla-ud-din-Khilji:
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
          
 


         






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





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2.15.1 Sultan:

The head of the administrative department is the Sultan, who is the commander-in-chief, the supreme judge,

and the exerciser of despotic royal powers. He takes decisions on important matters himself. He completely

reduced the interference of ulemas (religious heads) and clerics in governance. There was a Council of Ministers

to give advice to the Sultan on proper administration. In this, competent people, well-wishers of the Sultan, and

close relatives were appointed. Council of Ministers Whether or not the advice is followed depends on the

whims of the Sultan. No preference was given to the Caliph. The Sultan was believed to be divine or the

shadow of God. “I do not know what dharma is and what adharma is.” Khilji stated that he will implement the

laws required for the development of the people’s welfare in accordance with the circumstances.

2.15.2 Council of Ministers:

The Sultan is the head of all departments. But some powers are decentralised and were entrusted to various

ministers. He appointed ministers for the ministry. During the reign of Alla-ud-din-Khilli, the following people

played important roles in the administration:

Wazir                                :  the Finance Minister. He is next to the Sultan. He is dealing

                                            with civil and military Affairs and has supervision over the other

                                            ministers. He was prime minister.

Qazi-ul-Qazzat                  :         Minister of Justice.

Mir-Ariz                            :         Petition Officer

Mustafi-i-Mamalik            :       Auditor

Ariz-i-Mumalik                 :       Army Minister in Charge

Amir-i-Kohi                      :       Officer in-charge of Agriculture

Amir-i-Tarab                    :       Officer in-charge of Royal amusements

Amir-i-Shikar                   :       Officer in-charge of the Royal Hunt

Barid-i-Mamalik              :        Head in charge of the state Intelligence service
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




  






 




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
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
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Diwan-i-Arz                     :       Officer of the Ministry of War

Diwan-i-insha                   :      Office of the Chief Secretary

Diwan-i-Riyasat               :       Minister of Trade and Commerce

Diwan-i-Mustakhraj         :      Office for collecting taxes

Kotwal                              :      Police officer, maintained Law and order

Suhna-i-Mandi                 :     Officer In-charge of the grain market

There are many employees who work at different levels of administration. All of them cooperated with Alla ud-

Din. Apart from these, there are many, from the states to the villages. The employees helped with the

administration. There were strict restrictions on the aristocracy.

2.15.3 State Administration:

For administrative convenience, the state was divided into “states” (Iqta), and the state ruler was appointed to

each. He served under the sultan. Zia-ud-din Barani said that there were 11 states during the reign of Alla-ud-

din Khilji.

2.15.4 Rule of Law:

Though the Sultan was the highest judge, an officer named Qazi-ul-Qazzat was the chief judge of the judiciary.

While the ruler of the states solved the legal problems, the village officials in the villages were judicial officers.

The Qazi should abstain from bad habits. Alla-ud-din Khilji sentenced the Qazi to death for consuming intoxicants.

Amputation was a simple punishment, and the punishments were strictly enforced.

2.15.5 Police and Spy Network:

Kotwal was a police officer who mainly maintained law and order, and under his command many police

officers worked from the central level to the village level. They are not military officers. In addition, he appointed

spies called “Munhis” to keep an eye on what was going on in the kingdom from time to time and collect

information on the upper classes, like amirs and sardars, which was very useful in governance.

2.15.6 Revenue Reforms:
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




iv) 




   


         


 












           




     



           






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Alla-ud-din made several reforms in the field of the revenue system. During his reign, there was an army of

more than 500,000 people, which was a military state, so it required enormous money to feed the army and

pay salaries to the employees. Therefore, taxes were levied on the people. Since “land revenue” was the main

income, he surveyed the lands and collected the goods in the form of money or grain on the fields. His first

reform was the measurement of cultivable land as the principle for determining and collecting revenue. Biswa

(1/20th of a Bigha) was declared to be the standard unit of measurement. Alla-ud-din was fixed as half of the

produce per Biswa, and assessment was done on the basis of Paimash (measurement). Bhaga (land revenue),

Bhoga (cesses), and Kar (taxes) became the basis for the assignment of land to the nobles. Hindu revenue

collectors such as Khuts, Maqaddams, and Chaudhuris collect taxes. Besides the land revenue, Ghari (house

tax) and Chari (pasture tax) were also imposed. In the Khalisa (crown lands), the land revenue was collected

directly by the state. Alauddin’s government imposed the jizya tax on non-Muslims, and his Muslim subjects

were obligated to contribute zakat. Alla-ud-din established Diwan-i-mustakraj (the office for collecting taxes).

They personally supervise the taxable officers and punish the corrupt revenue officials severely. The booty

captured during the war was called Ghanima. He collected 4/5ths as khums (share), with 1/5th being distributed

among the soldiers.

2.15.7 Strict action against the Hindus:

Alla-ud-din Khilji was harsh towards the Hindus and collected high taxes from them. During his time, the

Hindus faced many hardships and became poor. Zia-ud-din Barani claimed that Alla-ud-din-Khilji had instructed

that Chaudhuris, Khuts, and Muqaddams should not ride horses, not take up arms, not wear valuable

clothes, not chew betel leaves, and that Hindu wives should work as ministers in Muslim houses in the

neighborhood. But historians like R.P. Tripati have remarked that only certain taxes have been levied on the

Hindus, and their facilities have been removed.

2.15.8 Strict measures against the Aristocracy:

Considering that the aristocracy was the main cause of unrest, disturbance, and revolt in the kingdom, strict

restrictions were imposed on the aristocracy, sardars, ulemas, and nobles, etc. According to Zia-ud-din Barani,

Alauddin issued four strict laws.

1. The buildings, the inam lands, and the inheritance rights enjoyed by the aristocracy this is banned, and

the marriages among themselves are also abolished.

2. He confiscated the property of the aristocracy, and he strengthened the spy system.
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
  






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








             


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3. Drugs were banned.

4. He declared that no meetings should be held without the permission of the Sultan. Strict action was

taken against those who disobeyed him.

2.15.9 Military Reforms:

Alla-ud-din-Khilji established a military state. Perishta wrote that Alla-ud-din-Khilji’s army consisted of 4,75,000

standing soldiers. Barani tells us that the annual salary of a trained armed soldier with one horse was 243

tankas and two horses’ 321 tankas. The soldiers were paid in cash. He strengthened the army, recognising the

need for a strong military system to establish a large empire, maintain law and order, carry out invasions, and

build forts in key positions. They were given jobs in the army on the basis of their qualifications. Alla-ud-din’s

army consisted of three parts: cavalry, elephants, and infantry. The jagirs also maintained the army, and when

necessary, they provided military assistance to the Sultan. The army played a key role in countering the invasions

of the north, the south, and the Mongols. The main strength of Alla-ud-din Khilji was his capable and courageous

generals. Their execution of tactics and military leadership was too good. Khilji abolished the system of giving

jagirs to the soldiers and introduced the system of paying salaries. The salaries were paid according to their

order. The most important of the military reforms were “Dagh,” which means putting stamps on the horses

(branding of horses), and “Chehra,” which means maintaining the descriptive roll of each soldier. The details of

the horses are recorded in the book so that fraud in the military system can be curbed.

2.15.10 Market Control and Economic Reforms:

The most important of the administrative reforms introduced by Alla ud-din Khilji were market reforms. The

sultan’s revolutionary reform is remarkable. According to Barani, the basic objective of the reform was to

maintain a large and efficient army for keeping the Mongols in check. Therefore, he paid only the minimum

salary to the soldiers. Whatever they received as a salary, it should be sufficient for their family, for which

reason he had all commodity prices under control. All the essential commodities required by an ordinary

soldier should be sold at fixed prices, i.e., vegetables, fruits, sugar, oils, textiles, cattle, horses, slaves, hats,

sandals, combs, needles, and decorative goods, etc. All these items were available at a fixed price. Food

grains were stored in government granaries.

According to Amir Kushru, the economic reforms were introduced for the welfare of the general

public. They also collected food grains for the royal treasury at prescribed rates to combat famines. He

‘Zawabit,” which means detailed regulations were made to control the prices of various commodities. The
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 











           
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      




     
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sultan set the rates; merchants were not permitted to sell at high prices. No changes were permitted in the price

of commodities without the state’s permission. The Karwanis or Banjaras carried the grains from villages to

Delhi. According to Barani, the cultivators could retain only 10 tonnes of grain; the rest was to be supplied to

the market. There were four separate markets established for various commodities, such as the central grain

market, the market for manufactured goods, the market for general merchandise, and the market for horses,

cattle, and slaves. Each market was put under the control of a Shuhna, or controller of markets, and all

merchants were to be registered with the state. The sultan received daily reports for the market from three

independent sources such as Suhana, Barids (intelligent officers), and Munshits (secret spies).

Cheating and underweighing are strictly punished, according to Barani.He says that meat was cut from

the merchant’s body because the weight was sufficient. Shehana-i-Mandi was appointed to maintain strict

supervision. Imported goods were sold with the permission of the Parwana Rais (permit officer). The state

used to subsidise their costs. There was a provision for rationing during the famine. Sarai-i-adl was the market

for clothes, which was set up near the royal palace at Badayun Gate. Horse trading was the monopoly of the

Afghans and Multanis. There are no intermediaries, and merchants must sell the horses directly to the Diwan-

i-Arz. It was a remarkable achievement. As per the orders of the government, every trader shall hang the price

slab indicating the prices. Goods should be sold at a price fixed by the government. One rice manu (equivalent

to 10 kg) was sold for one jital, four jitals for barley, 100 to 120 tankas for first-grade horses, and 20 to 40

tanks for women slaves.

The traders should register their names in “Dafter” and sell the goods in the market on the promise of

being disciplined. Under the chairmanship of the market president, the farmers sold the cultivated land at a

fixed price, so that the seedling came directly to the Delhi market. During droughts and famines, if there was

less grain, it was brought from government granaries and sold at a lower price. The president of the market had

a cavalry and an infantry, and the jagir was given by the Sultan for his maintenance, under whom there were

servants such as Barid (a spy) and Karkoon (an agent). The president of the market and Barid sent

separate reports to the Sultan every day, and the Sultan monitored the market prices every day. The weights

and measurements were accurate. There was no dark trade; there were no middlemen; and the traders of

other provinces were also required to register their names in the table, so that goods were transported from

other parts of the country as well, and there was no fear of thieves. After Alla ud-Din, the economic reforms

changed.
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  











  














  




           

           




             







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While Zia ud-din-Barani hailed Alla ud-din’s market reforms as one of the wonders of the world,

historians like K.S. Lal and Ram Sharma criticised the market system of “Alla ud-din,” saying that the system

had benefited only the soldiers and those living in and around Delhi, while farmers and traders in other states

suffered losses. This system failed because it was not founded on anything but fear. It is no exaggeration to say

that Alla-ud-Din’s market reforms are important to India’s economic reforms. Dr. B.P. Saxena expressed the

view that the economic regulations of Alla-ud-din Khilji were the greatest administrative achievement of the

sultanate period.

2.15.11 Social Reforms:

Alla-ud-din-Khilji introduced several social reforms for the welfare of the people. He banned the manufacture

and sale of alcohol. Closed gambling houses and punished gamblers. They stoned sorcerers to death, forbade

adulteration and adultery, sentenced adulterous women to death, and prevented the interference of the clergy

in governance. Alla-ud-din-Khilji implemented many reforms during his administration. He abolished religious

endowments, inams (gifted lands), and subsidies. He imposed taxes on all classes without any discrimination.

He regulated the markets so that common people could get goods at reasonable prices.

2.15.12 Literature Patronage:

Although Alla-ud-din-Khilji was illiterate, he encouraged literature and the fine arts and patronised many poets

and scholars. He was a great patron of learning. Amir Kushro was patronised by him. He is a Persian poet who

wrote “Tarikh-i-Alai” or “Khazain-ul-Futuh.” In this book, he mentioned the conquests of Alla ud-Din.

Amir Kushro wrote another book called “Ashiqa,” which contains the love story of Deval Devi and Khizr

Khan. Barani tells us there were 46 scholars patronised by Alla-ud-din. Amir Hasan was one of them. He is

known as the Sadi of India. Amir Arsalan Kohi and Kabir ud-din were great historians. Shaik-Nizamuddin,

Shaik Rukn-ud-din, and Qazi Mughis-ud-din, all great masters of philosophy and theology, were all in the

court of All-ud-din Khilji.

2.15.13 Patronage of Architecture:

Alla-ud-din-Khilji gave top priority to building construction. He built many forts, mosques, and beautiful buildings.

Zia ud-din Barani claimed that he employed 70,000 labourers for the construction of the building. He was built

at Alai Fort or Koshak-i-Siri. The walls of this fort were made of stones, bricks, and lime. There were seven

gates in it. According to Amir Kushru, “All the mosques that lay in ruins were rebuilt by a profuse scattering of
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





                                                                  Hampi

Source: https://housing.com/news/top-places-to-visit-and-things-to-do-in-hampi/
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silver.” He built the “Palace of a Thousand Pillars” called “Hazar Situn.” This city was built mainly with a view

to protecting the overgrowing population of the suburbs. The James Masjid was also constructed by him. The

construction of the Shamsi Tank was also due to him. He started the construction of a minaret near the Qutab

Minar but was unable to complete this project due to his death. However, he completed Alai-Darwaza, which

is one of the most treasured gems of Islamic architecture. According to Prof. Srivastava, Alai Darwaza was a

splendid monument. Ala-ud-Din constructed the Hauz-i-Khas, also known as the Hauz i-lllahi. It had a stone

and masonry wall around it and provided water to the city during the year. This tank covered an area of nearly

70 acres. Another important Ala-ud-Din structure was the famous Jamait Khanm mosque, which was built

near Nizam-ud-Din Aulia’s shrine.

Thus, Alla-ud-din made many invasions in India and established a vast empire. He became known as

a great warrior, soldier, and ruler and got the title of “Alexander II.” He died of illness in 1316 C.E..;

Elphinstone, a historian, claimed that Manik Kafur poisoned him to death. Thus, after the death of Allauddin

Khilji, he suffered a series of setbacks in the final stages. According to S.R. Sharma, during Alla-ud-din’s reign,

the Crescent dominated the whole country from the Himalayas to Cape Comorin and from the sea. He was

also India’s first Muslim ruler to undertake a risky administrative experiment. The view of Elphinstone was that

the rule of Alla-ud-din was glorious and that he was a successful monarch; this argument was not accepted by

V.A. Smith. S. Roy says that Alla-ud-din was a genius and a bold leader. According to Barani, “Alla-ud-din”

was a great military leader and administrator.

After the death of Alla-ud-din-Khilji, Malik Kafar became the sultan, but he didn’t have any support

from the amirs and was killed within a few months. Shihab-ud-din-Umar became the sultan; he was only six

years old. After about two months, Mubarak dethroned and blinded Shihab-ud-din Umar and put himself on

the throne. This happened on April 1, 1316 C.E. Mubarak took up the title “Qutb ud-din Mubarak Shah.”

2.16 Qutb-ud-din-Mubarak-Shah (1316-1320):

During his reign, everybody took advantage of the weakness of the ruler. There was a revolt in Gujarat, and the

ruler of Devagiri became independent. Finally, the revolt was suppressed by Ain-ul-Mulk and Zafar Khan.

Mubarak Shah himself went to Devagiri to conquer it. Harapala Deva, the ruler of Devagiri, ran away from his

capital. Mubarak occupied Gulbarga, Sagar, and Dwarasamudra and put them under Muslim officials. Malik

Yaklaki was appointed the governor of Devagairi. Later, he declared himself king. Mubarak Shah married

Deval Devi, the widow of Khir Khan. The important states of Rajaputana and Marwar became independent.

The head of Mubarak Shah was cut off and thrown into the courtyard.
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2.17 Nasir-ud-din-Khusro-Shah (1320):

Khusro Shah was originally a Hindu and later became a Muslim. He was the last Khilji ruler. He was married

to Deval Devi. Eventually, Khusru was killed by ‘Ghaji Malik’, who was the Governor of the Punjab. He

established the Tughlaq dynasty under the name Ghiyaz-ud-din-Tughlaq. 

Tughlaq Dynasty (1320-1414 C.E.):

2.18 Ghiyas-ud-din-Tughlaq: (1320-25 AD)

The Tughlaq dynasty belonged to the Corona tribe of Turkey. They ruled 94 years in India. Ghaji Malik

assumed the throne under the title of Ghiyas-ud-din-Tughlaq. He was the founder of the Tughlaq dynasty. They

began the rule in Delhi. His mother belonged to the Jat tribe, and his father worked in the Balban court. Ghiyas-

ud-din worked in the court of Alla-ud-din. He was appointed Governor of Deepalpur during the reign of Khilji.

Like Alla-ud-din, Ghiyas-ud-din also described a series of expeditions. He faced the invasions of the Mongols

29 times. He built a town called Tughlakabad and made it his capital. Ghiyas-ud-din-Tughlaq revived the

postal system. Prataparudra, the Kakatiya ruler who had been defeated during the reign of Alla-ud-din and

agreed to pay the tribute, was obliged to pay the tribute due to the political crisis in Delhi. Ghiyas-ud-din sent

his son Juna Khan to the Kakatiya state. In 1323 C.E.., Juna Khan invaded the Kakatiya kingdom, defeated

Prataparudra, and brought him and his followers to Delhi as hostages. Prataparudra committed suicide by

jumping into the Narmada River. Juna Khan changed the name of Warangal into Sultanpur. He appointed his

representative there and reached Delhi with enormous sums of money. On the way, Juna Khan plundered

Orissa, Bengal, Arhuth, etc., but contemporary historians like Isami and Badauni wrote that in 1325 C.E., Juna

Khan had killed his father and occupied the throne.

2.19 Muhammad-bin-Tughlaq (1325-1361C.E.):

After Ghiyas-ud-din, his son Juna Khan became the sultan of Delhi, and he took the title of Muhammad bin

Tughlaq. He was the most remarkable personality among the sultans of Delhi. He was an unparalleled intelligence,

a scholar of Turki and Persia, who studied mathematics, astronomy, logic, medicine, and horoscopes. He

participated in the forums of discussion, but in his haste, he did not follow the advice of others. He doesn’t

know what is good and what could be practiced. All of his administrative reforms have failed due to a lack of

feasibility. That is why Barani called him a wonder of creation. Historians have also regarded him as a “mad

sultan” (a capricious sultan). Tughlaq was a controversial king in the history of mediaeval India, about whom

historians Isami and Barani have mentioned many aspects. Administrative reforms and their failures were



107

explained. His administrative reforms included the transfer of capital, the reform of the copper coins, and the

revenue policies, invasions, etc., all of which failed. He was described as inefficient, mad, and possessing

contradictory qualities.

2.19.1 Sources for Muhammad bin Tuglaq:

There are some authentic literary sources available for understanding Muhammad bin Tughlaq and other Delhi

sultanates. Moorish traveller Ibn Batuta wrote about his experiences in his book Tuhfat-un-Nuzzar-fi-Gharaib-

il-Amsar, and Zia-ud-din-Barani wrote Tarikh-i-Firuz Shahi (Barani himself spent 17 years in Muhammad

Tughlaq’s court and some years in Firuz Tughlaq).In addition to that, Tarih-i-Firuz Shahi by Shams-i-Siraj Afif;

Fatuhat-i-Firuz Shahi, an autobiographical memoir of Firuz Shah Tughlaq; Munshat-i-Mahru of Ain-ul-Mulk

Multani; Tughlaqnama of Amir Khusro; and Tarik-i-Mubarak Shahi of Yahiya bin-Ahmad Sarhindi. 

2.19.2 Muhammad-Bin-Tuglaq Ambitions:

1. Barani claimed that Tughlaq had ambitions to conquer 1/4th of the globe.

2. To rule like King Solomon

3. He dreamed that the whole world might pay the taxes to the sultan.

4. To abide by his command.

2.19.3 Administrative Reforms of Muhammad-bin-Tughlaq:

Muhammad bin Tughlaq had a vast empire. His aim was to govern it effectively. Tughlaq was an educated man

who studied Persian, Arabic, and Sanskrit texts and wanted to rule for the welfare of the people. The first steps

were taken to strengthen the Delhi Treasury, and he focused on the catchment area of the River Ganga and

Yamuna, one of the most fertile lands in India.

Muhammad-bin-Tuglaq Reforms:

1. Domestic Policy

2. Taxation in the Doab

3. Transfer of Capital

4. The Currency Experiment

5. Liberal Administration
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6. Foreign Policy

2.19.4 Domestic Policy:

Muhammad bin Tughlaq began to look into the details of administration from the very beginning of his rule. He

first ordered the compilation of a register of revenue and expenditures for the provinces of his kingdom. The

governors of the provinces were required to send to Delhi all relevant records and other materials required for

that purpose. As a result, summaries of income and expenditure came to Delhi from the various parts of the

empire. This helps the administration run smoothly.

2.19.5 Increasing Taxes in the Ganga-Yamuna Doab (1326 C.E.):

For sultanate invasions, for mobilisation of armies, and for smooth administration, he needs money. The sultan

increased the land revenue in the Ganga-Yamuna Doab in 1328–29 AD. He not only increased the taxes but

also revived and created some additional abwabs (cesses). There is some controversy about the exact amount

of the assessment. Barani mentioned that he had increased the revenue by 10 to 20 times. Elliot has translated

it as 10 percent or 5 percent. According to Tarikh-i-Mubarak Shahi, the increase was twenty-fold, with Ghari,

or house tax, and Charahi, or pasture tax, added. Some historians said that the additional tax was not more

than 50 percent. In this context, the backs of the Rayats were broken. Those rich became rebels, the lands

were ruined, and cultivation was arrested.

According to Prof. Eswari Prasad, “Grain became dear, the rains were deficient, and famine was

prevailing in the Doab, and the distress of the people was greatly aggravated by its disastrous effects during

that period.” “The officials continued to levy taxes at an enhanced rate with the utmost rigour and made no

allowance for famine.” During this period, the plague was also prevalent in the region. Some of the peasantry

left their homes and shifted to other places. The sultan was very annoyed, and he adopted harsh measures to

bring the peasants back to their original homes. Despite this, in some parts, the floods have increased, the

crops have been washed away, and the farmers have suffered losses. The villagers fled or were killed, thus

leaving the region from Kanauj to Dalmau a complete waste.

All of this, however, had a negative impact on the Tughlaq dynasty’s future. Muhammad had taken

some relief measures. He provided them with the facilities they needed to live. He started to dig the canals and

improve irrigation facilities. He also provided credit facilities to the farmers. Tughlaq’s contribution to agriculture

and his generosity towards the peasants have not gone unnoticed. The peasants have blamed the Sultan and

become anti-governmental. The sultan attempted to improve peasant conditions by collecting revenue, but he
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was unsuccessful. These conditions will damage the state economically, and subsequently, a series of drought

conditions will depress the state. All of this must be said to have brought about opposition to the rule of

Tughlaq.

Muhammad bin Tughlaq created a new department of agriculture called Diwan-i-Kohi, which was set

up for the development of land cultivation and giving direct help to the peasants. An agriculture loan (Sondhar)

was given to the farmers. In two years, the government spent more than 70 lakhs on increasing farmer

income.Thousands of barren lands were brought under cultivation, resulting in the cultivation of nearly 60,000

square miles of land and increased income, but the corruption and selfishness of the revenue officials made the

peasants feel harassed. All these harassments were applied to the Sultan as a curse. Thus, the respect of the

people towards the Sultan was reduced, and even after spending a few crores of rupees, there was no affection

among the people.

2.19.6 Transfer of Capital (1327):

A very important experiment was made by the sultan in shifting his capital from Delhi to Daulatabad. Since

1206, Delhi has been the capital of India, but Delhi has been subjected to foreign invasions several times.

Several attacks have occurred on several occasions, as if the Mongols were attempting to exploit Delhi.

Another reason was that Daulatabad was a central location in close proximity to the south, which was a newly

conquered region and required regular and close supervision. In this context, Tughlaq felt that a city that was

not accessible to foreigners should be the capital. Farmana announced that the new capital had been shifted to

Daulatabad (Devagiri). A broad road was constructed for their convenience. Shady trees were planted on

both sides of the road. A regular postal service was established between Delhi and Daulatabad. Barani says

that “not a cat or a dog was left.” Families were forced to move brokenhearted; many died on the way to

Daulatabad. Ibn Batuta says that “a blind man was dragged from Delhi to Daulatabad, and a bedridden cripple

was projected there by the ballistae of India’s capital, but Delhi has been subjected to foreign invasions several

times.” Several attacks have occurred on several occasions, as if the Mongols were attempting to exploit

Delhi. Another reason was that Daulatabad was a central location in close proximity to the south, which was a

newly conquered region and required regular and close supervision. In this context, Tughlaq felt that a city that

was not accessible to foreigners should be the capital. Farmana announced that the new capital had been

shifted to Daulatabad (Devagiri). A broad road was constructed for their convenience. Shady trees were

planted on both sides of the road. A regular postal service was established between Delhi and Daulatabad.

Barani says that “not a cat or a dog was left.” Families were forced to move brokenhearted; many died on the
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way to Daulatabad. Ibn Batuta says that “a blind man was dragged from Delhi to Daulatabad, and a bedridden

cripple was projected there by a ballista.” The city of Delhi was completely deserted.

When Tughlaq shifted along with government offices and staff, the people of Delhi also had to reach

Daulatabad, but along the way they did not have food, drinking water, or accommodation facilities, and the

people suffered a lot. Moreover, Daulatabad was not as comfortable as the capital; there were no new buildings,

and especially with the accommodations and the weather, the problem of drinking water arose. Tughlaq, who

knew that it was not possible to provide water facilities to thousands of people? He announced that the capital

had been shifted back to Delhi. This created frustration and disgust among the people, discontent arose among

the people, and the Treasury went bankrupt. The people began to doubt the actions of the Sultan. Lane Pool

remarked that Daulatabad remained a symbol of wasted labour. The capital exchange experiment failed.

Daulatabad was “a monument of misdirected energy.” Prof. K. A. Nizami points out that the general impression

that Muhammad bin Tughlaq transferred his capital to Daulatabad is not correct. Prof. Sayed Moinul Haq

concludes that the “Sultan Muhamamd-bin-Tughlaq project of the so-called transference of capital”

was a novel experiment in Indian administrative history and a peculiar invention of his inventive

mind.

2.19.7 Introduction of Token Currency (1329-30):

The introduction of token currencies was another controversial project of the sultan. Edwar Thomas has

described Muhammad bin Tughlaq as the “Prince of Moneyers.” The token currency meant the introduction of

bronze tankas in place of silver tankas. The value of the token coin was deemed to be equal to that of a silver

coin. According to Barani, “the first cause was the need of money to maintain the great army of conquest,

which numbered 3,70,000.” The second cause was the deficiency in the Treasury caused by the lavish gifts

made by the sultan. Another reason is that there was a shortage of silver in the market. Dr. Eswari Prasad

pointed out that “the love of experimentation” was on the part of the sultan, who was a man of original caste

and well-versed in the arts and sciences of the age.

There was a shortage of gold and silver metals for the Tughlaq thrones and also at the global level. The

paper currency had already come into effect around the world. The Chinese printed token currency and they

succeeded. The Mongol ruler, Kublai Khan, introduced paper currency called “Chai” in China. Gai Khatu,

the ruler of Persia, made a similar experiment in 1294 AD. Therefore, Muhammad Tughlaq issued a decree

proclaiming that in all transactions, copper tokens should be accepted as legal tender like gold and silver coins.
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According to Ibn Batuta, Muhammad introduced the “Dinar” coin, which is a gold coin weighing 200

grains. He revived the Adali coin, which contains 140 grains of silver in place of the old gold and silver coins

weighing 175 grains. Tughlaq, being an academic himself, gave rise to new research in monetary policy. It was

felt that the printing of copper coins instead of gold and silver coins would reduce the scarcity of gold and silver,

which is why modern historians put it into practice. But he could not imagine that the printing system in India

was a cottage industry and that every house would be turned into a slaughterhouse. According to Barani, “the

edict turned the house of every Hindu into a mint, and the Indians of the provinces minted lakhs and crores of

copper coins, with which they paid their tribute and brought horses and arms and fine things of all sorts.” The

monetary value was reduced. Trade was declined. With the intention of correcting the situation, the Sultan

proclaimed that all the copper coins should be redeemed in gold or silver at the Treasury. Thousands of people

brought them for exchange, and their heaps rose up in Tughlaqabad like mountains.

This opportunity was exploited by the people, and they took advantage of the government’s Treasury.

The government went bankrupt. However, this policy is not incorrect; it failed because it did not take the

necessary precautions. That is why historians say that Tughlaq was born before 500 Years. The government

has not issued any firmana (decree) prohibiting the minting of coins by anyone other than the government. No

action has been taken against those who have minted stolen coins. Copper coins were minted in heaps, which

resulted in a fall in the value of money and trade, and foreign trade suffered. This reform was a complete failure

because of the sultan’s lack of foresight. According to Elphinstone, “the failure of the token currency was due

to the insolvency of the king and the instability of his government.”

2.19.8 Liberal Administration:

Muhammad Tughlaq was a learned man, and he refused to accept the dictates of the Ulemas in all matters. He

imposed four legal taxes, such as Kharaj, Zakat, Jiziya, and Khams, but Tughlaq levied many taxes in addition

to them. He respected the Hindus’ sentiments; he participated in the Holi festival. He tried to stop the Sati

practice. Qazi deals with cases. Muhammad believed that he was the shadow of God. All royal orders were

issued in the name of the Khalifa. In 1344, Muhammad received Haji Said Sarsari, the envoy sent by the

Khalifa of Egypt. The envoy was received with the highest honors. According to Barani, “Without the

Calipha command, the king scarcely ventured to drink a draught of water.” In spite of this, Muhammad

did not regain the loyalty and confidence of his people. He remained as unpopular as ever.

2.19.9 Social and Religious Reforms:
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Muhammad bin Tughlaq was a patient man. The name of the first sultan of Delhi, who participated in the

festival, was printed on coins. Punishments are there. The postal system continued (Dak Chauki). Historians

express conflicting views on Muhammad’s religious tolerance. Visitors Ibn Battuta, Nunez, and Firista state

that Muhammad bin Tughlaq showed intolerance towards other religions, while Peter Jackson states that

Muhammad was the only sultan who participated in Hindu festivals, in contrast. Ibn Battuta mentions that the

Chinese king (Emperor Yuan) sent an embassy to Muhammad for the rebuilding of the sacked temple at

Sambhal. Firuz Shah Tughlaq claims that before his reign, idol shrines were allowed to be rebuilt contrary to

Sharia.

2.19.10 Foreign Policy-Invasions:

Muhammad bin Tughlaq decided to conquer Khurasan and Iraq and mobilised a huge army for the purpose.

Barani claimed that 370,000 soldiers were ready to conquer and that he had paid the soldiers one year’s salary

in advance. However, he failed to identify the issues that drove him to invade foreign lands. The environment is

not favourable to the sultan, and transport is another problem. The necessary food items cannot be provided to

this huge army through the Himalayas. Finally, he decided to disperse and dissolve the soldiers in 1329. As a

result, the sultan received vast sums of money.

In 1333, Muhammad bin Tughlaq led the Qarachil invasion of the Kullu-Kangra region in modern

Himachal Pradesh, India. Historians like Badauni and Ferishta write that Tughlaq first wanted to cross the

Himalayas and invade China. However, he faced local resistance in Himachal. Prithvi Chand-II of the Katoch

clan of Kangra, a Hindu Rajput kingdom, defeated the army of Muhammad bin Tughlaq, who was unable to

fight in the hills. About 100,000 of his soldiers were killed and forced to retreat.

2.19.11 Revolts:

Muhammad bin Tughlaq established his sovereign authority in the south, but it was during his reign that several

rebellions took place. Bahaud-din-Gurshap (1326), Kitchlu Khan (1327-28), Zia-ud-din-Hasan-Shah (1335),

and Fakhruddin, along with Ain-ul-Mulk Multani (1343, 1434), Krishnanayaka (1343-44), Qutlugh Khan,

etc., revolted, and independent kingdoms emerged. Sindh, Multan, Orugallu, Ayodhya, and Gulbarga were

declared independent states. In 1351, there was a revolt in Gujarat. Taghgi had taken refuse into Sindh.

Tughlaq decided to proceed against him. However, on the way, the sultan fell ill at Gondal and was obliged to

halt for some time. After a partial recovery, he processed towards Thatta in Sindh. When he was about 3 or 4



113

days’ march from that place, his condition became grave, and he died on March 20, 1351. “And so the king

liberated his people, and they liberated themselves from their king,” Badauni observes.

2.19.12 Conclusion:

Tughlaq was virtuous and talented. He was a man of knowledge, but he failed because he was unable to

display wisdom. According to Lane-Poole, “Muhammad-bin-Tughlaq was the most striking figure in mediaeval

India. He was a man with ideas far beyond his age. Muhammad Tughlaq was a transcendent failure. According

to Sir Wolseley Haig, “the delineation of a character as complex and contradictory as that of Muhammad

Tughlaq is no easy task.” “He was one of the most extraordinary monarchs who ever sat upon a throne.” Prof.

K. A. Nizami says that Muhammad bin Tughlaq was one of the most striking personalities of mediaeval India.

He has been called a “mass of inconsistencies,” “a wonder of creation,” “a freak of nature,” “a nightmare,” and

“a mad man.”

2.20  Feroz-Shah-Tughlaq (1351-1388 C.E.):

Sultan Firoz Shah Tughlaq (1309-1388) was a Muslim ruler of the Tughlaq dynasty who ruled the Delhi

Sultanate from 1351-1388. Firuz Tughlaq preserved the empire and worked to improve the infrastructure of

canals, rest houses, and hospitals. He spent money on constructing, renovating, and digging wells in reservoirs.

He founded several cities around Delhi, including Jaunpur, Firuzpur, Hissar, Firuzabad, and Fatehabad. He

established Sharia in his kingdom. Firuz Tughlaq appointed Malik-i-Maqbul as his prime minister and gave him

the title of Khan-i-Jahan. Malik Maqbul was a Brahmin from Warangal who converted to Islam. He is competent.

During his long reign of 37 years, Firuz worked for the welfare and happiness of the people. Firuz was loved

and respected by people. That is why he got the name “a good ruler.”

2.20.1 Enthronement:

At an early age, Firuz was appointed deputy to the Lord Chamberlain with the title of Naib Barbak. His

father’s name was Rajab, the younger brother of Ghazi Malik. He has the title of ‘Sipahasalar’. His mother,

Bibi Naila, was the daughter of Rana Mal of Dipalpur, a Bhatti Rajput princess. Firuz Tughlaq was 42 when he

became the Sultan of Delhi in 1351. For the first time in the history of the Delhi Sultanate, no one was ready to

take over the reins of power. The death of Muhammad-bin-Tughlaq at Thatta made his leaderless army great.

There was chaos in the kingdom. Mongol mercenaries plundered for two days. A revolt broke out in Sindh.

During this critical period, nobles and ulemas urged Firuz to ascend the throne. Firuz was crowned in a camp
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near Thatta on March 23, 1351. Ascend the throne and save the despondent army from destruction; beseech

him to rule the kingdom. Firuz was declared by the nobles and ulemas to be a competent person who was not

duly elected. He faced revolts in several other provinces, including Bengal, Gujarat, and Warangal.

2.20.2 Invasions-conquests:

After Firoz Shah Tughlaq did not ascend the throne of Delhi, he had to face the problem of preventing the

disintegration of the Delhi Sultanate. He tried to pacify the nobles, the army, and the theologians. He asserted

his authority only over areas that could be easily administered. He led two expeditions into Bengal in 1353-

1354 and 1359-1360, but both failed. On his return journey to Bengal, he defeated the ruler of Jajnagar

(Orissa). Firuz collected the wealth of the famous Jagannath temple, but did not attempt to annex Orissa. Firuz

Shah Tughlaq led an invasion of Nagarkot in 1360. After a long siege of six months, the fort surrendered, and

Apara presented the wealth to Raja Sultan. Sultan acquired more than 1,300 manuscripts and great books of

Sanskrit. Some of them have been translated into Persian. His long invasions of Gujarat and Sind (1362-1363)

were carried out.

2.20.3 Administration of Firuz Shah-Tughlaq:

Firuz Tughlaq’s administration adopted a popular policy. Despite the military failures, Firuz’s rule did its best to

restore and promote the prosperity of the country for the welfare of the people. The reason for the 20-year

peaceful rule was to adhere to Sharia, thus pleasing the ulema, and the nobles. He guaranteed their property

through inheritance.

2.20.4 Economic Reforms:

Firuz Tughlaq restored rent-free lands to philosophers, scholars, and weaker sections. He cancelled all the

loans granted during the reign of Muhammad-bin-Tughlaq. He abolished twenty-three taxes, including the

unpopular grazing and house taxes. As permitted by Islamic law, only four taxes were kept, namely Kharaj,

Zakat, Jizya, and Khams, etc. Firuz introduced a 10 percent tax on the crop grown through canals constructed

by the state in irrigated lands. He prohibited demanding more than prescribed dues and making unjust collections,

and penalised revenue officers who transgressed.

2.20.5 Agriculture Reforms: 

Firuz not only protected the interests of farmers but also tried his best to improve agriculture. He dug canals

and worked hard to establish new agricultural settlements on the banks of the canals. According to Shams-i-
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Siraj-Afif, there are two canals, one from the Sutlej and another from the Yamuna. However, according to

Yahiya-bin-Ahmad, there are four canals.

1. Sutlej to the Ghaggar: 96 miles

2. Jamuna to the City of Hissar-150 miles

3. Mandvi and Sirmour Hills to Hansi

4. Ghaghar to Hirani Khera

 He also built many dams for irrigation. 150 wells were dug for irrigation purposes. He introduced superior

crops and established more than 1200 orchards. These are managed by the state. Firuz encouraged internal

trade. Merchants were relieved from the payment of oppressive duties. The movement of goods from one part

of the country to another was regular. Another important feature was that the prices of common commodities

were also low during his rule. Firuz Shah established state-owned factories for luxury goods for the use of

various common people.

2.20.6 Judicial Reforms:

Firuz Shah Tughlaq tried to make the administration of justice more humane than before. When Firuz came to

the throne, the penal law of the country was a savage one. He amended the criminal law and abolished the

death penalty. He forbids the cutting off of hands, feet, noses, etc. for theft and other crimes against humanity.

He gave dowries to the daughters of the poor. Qazis and Muqaddams (feudal chiefs) were responsible for

justice. Diwan-I-Khairat was set up by Firuz to help the poor. He set up another department known as Diwan-

I-Istihqaq. This department provided financial assistance to those who deserved it. 36 lkh of tankas were set

aside annually for this purpose. Afif said that about 4200 men received help from this department. The sultan

also set up an employment bureau.

2.20.7 Education Reforms:

Firuz Shah took great interest in promoting education. He patronised scholars, poets, and historians. Patronised

scholars like Barani and Afif. He established many schools and colleges in important cities and towns. Primary

schools were attached to mosques throughout his empire. He provided adequate financial assistance to schools

and colleges. Madrassas in Firozabad have developed like some academically excellent universities. Firuz

Shah translated some Sanskrit books into Persian.
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2.20.8 Public Works:

Firuz Shah had a great passion for building new cities and renaming old ones. He founded many new cities and

towns. (One of the many gifts that God had bestowed on me, his humble servant, was the desire to build public

buildings.) So he built mosques and colleges. The important towns of Firuzabad, Fatehabad, Hissar, Jaunpur,

and Firuzpur were founded by him. During his Bengal campaigns, he renamed Ikdala Azadpur and Pandua

Firuzabad. The sultan built four mosques, 30 palaces, 200 caravansaras, five reservoirs, four hospitals, a

hundred tombs, 10 baths, 10 monumental pillars, and a hundred bridges. He constructed 150 wells for the use

of travelers. He dug five canals for irrigation. He laid out 1200 gardens in the neighbourhood of Delhi. He

established in Delhi a hospital called Dar-ul-Shifa, Bhimaristan, and Shifakhana. The chief architect of the state

was Malik Ghazi Shahana, who was assisted in his work by Abdul Haq. Diwan-i-Wizarat sanctioned the

construction. According to V.A. Smith, Firuz Tughlaq brought the two pillars of Ashoka to Delhi from Meerut

and Topra. He developed and beautified his new capital, Firozabad. Qutub Minar was repaired.

2.20.9 Patronage of Learning:

The sultan was interested in the promotion of learning. Barani and Afif wrote their works under his patronage.

Tarikh-i-Firuz Shahi was also written during his reign. The autobiography of the sultan is known as Fatuhat-i-

Firuz Shahi. When the sultan conquered Nagarkot, a large number of Sanskrit books fell into his hands. 300

books were translated into Persian by Aazz-ud-din Khalid Khani under the title “Dalail-i-Firuz Shahi.” A large

number of monasteries and colleges were established. Maulana Jalal-ud-din Rumi was one of the professors of

theology during his reign.

2.20.10 Slave System:

Firuz’s other reform was to safeguard the number of slaves, which were obtained by imprisoning defeated

soldiers and youths. There were 1,80,000 slaves in his empire and 40,000 slaves in his palace. They are

working at different positions in his court. They will get salaries ranging from 10 to 100 tankas. He established

a new department called Diwan-i-Kairat to look after slaves, orphans, and widows.

2.20.11Coins:

Firuz Tughlaq introduced Adha (half Jital) and Bikh (quarter Jital). These coins were a mix of copper and silver

and were intended to facilitate the transactions of the common people.

2.20.12 Religious and Welfare Measures: 
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He is obedient to Islam and has respect for endogenous practices. He placed a high value on the Ulemas in

society. The sultan imposed Jizya on the Brahmans, who had never been taxed before. The sultan was intolerant

towards the Shias and other non-Sunni Muslim groups, who were considered heretics by the orthodox Sunnis.

The sultan has great regard for the Khalifa of Egypt. Khalifa granted him a patent of rulership and honour robes

twice. Along with his name, he associated himself with the Khalifa on his coins. The name of the khalifa was

read in the khutbah along with that of the sultan. During his period, there were no Mongol invasions. The Caliph

honoured him with the title Nait-da-amir-ul-Firuz. He worked coolly as prime minister. The Jizya tax was

imposed on Hindus. The Jagirdar system was reintroduced. The system of salaries for soldiers was abolished.

Trade and commerce were encouraged. He started a branch called Diwan-i-Khairath (Department of Charity)

and provided administrative support to widows and the poor. He founded a slave sect called “Diwan-i-

Bandhagan’. 

2.20.13 Estimate:

According to S.R. Sharma, “Firuz was neither an Ashoka nor an Akbar, both of whom have been noted for

their religious toleration.” According to Sir Wolsely Haig, “the reign of Firuz closes the most brilliant epoch of

Muslim rule in India before the reign of Akbar.” Firuz Tughlaq was a peaceful man. Although he was a military

general, he did not have the courage to undertake extensive military expeditions. He inherited a crumbling

empire, but was not eager to reconquer the lost territories. Most of the military campaigns undertaken by

Sultan Feroz Tughlaq as a general were not successful. Poor organisational skills and a lack of direction

exposed the Sultan’s incompetence. Firuz completely revised the economic policy of his predecessors, reducing

the burden of taxation. Firuz’s unscientific economic measures, extravagant expenditure on civil works,

maintenance of a large number of slaves, etc., bankrupted the Treasury. The effect of these measures was to

make the Delhi Sultanate a weak state. The “sadness, hardship, and turmoil” of the Sultan’s last years left him

physically and mentally debilitated. In his last phase, the Sultan was more inclined towards Islam. During this

time, the hereditary Prime Minister Khan-i-Jahan was striving for power, and for some years the royal powers

were concentrated in the hands of ambitious and arrogant men. The process of disintegrating the Sultanate had

begun during the reign of Muhammad-bin-Tughlaq, gained momentum under Firuz. Within two decades of

Firuz’s death, the Delhi Sultanate became a local kingdom. When Firuz died in 1388, the struggle for power

between the Sultan and the nobility began again. His successors had to deal with a slave revolt created by

Firuz.

2.21 Fall of the Tughlaq Dynasty:
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Firuz Tughlaq was succeeded by his grandson, Tughlaq Shah, who assumed the title of Ghiyasuddin Tughlaq-

II. Within a year, the ruler was a victim of intrigue. He was beheaded on February 19, 1389. In the next five

years-four Sultans-Abu Bakar Shah (1389-90), Muhammad Shah (1390-94), and Alla-ud-din-Sikandar-

Shah (1394) ascended the throne. The last Sultan was Nasir-ud-din Muhammad Tughlaq (1394-1414). Timur’s

invasion of northern India took place during his reign.

2.22 Timur’s Invasion:

Timur, a Turk, began his career of conquest in 1370 and gradually ruled from Syria to Transoxiana and from

southern Russia to the Indus. Timur was the second most barbaric, bloodthirsty, and fearsome warrior to sit on

the throne of Samarkand after Genghis Khan. Weakness of the Delhi Sultanate The prestige of the Delhi

Sultanate deteriorated further with the invasion of Timur. Amir Timur planned to invade India in 1397. Waging

a holy war against heretics and India’s incredible wealth, he was aided in his invasion and task by India’s

political anarchy.Timur reached Delhi in December 1398 and ordered a general massacre. Timur entered Delhi

and sacked the city for three days, killing thousands. He looted a large amount of India’s wealth, like gold,

silver, jewels, etc. Timur’s invasion brought more misery to India than anything else. Timur left India in early

1399. Timur’s invasion shattered the strong rule of the Delhi Sultans. The Tughlaq dynasty disappeared

unceremoniously in 1414 amid centrifugal forces. Khizr Khan Syed, the viceroy of Punjab, founded the Syyid

dynasty in 1414 on the ruins of the Delhi Sultanate. After Firuz’s death in 1388 C.E., inefficient descendants

ruled Delhi till 1414. However, the Timur invasions of 1398 caused severe damage to the Kingdom of Delhi.

Qazir Khan took the throne after defeating Daulat Khan, the last ruler of the Tughlaq dynasty. 

Sayyid Dynasty (1414-1451):

2.23 Khizr Khan (1414-1421A.D)

After the end of the Tughlaq dynasty, Khizr Khan began the Sayyid dynasty. Yahya-bin-Ahmad-Sirhindi, a

contemporary writer, mentions in his Takhrikh-i-Mubarak Shahi that Khizr Khan was a descendant of Prophet

Muhammad. Under the rule of Firuz Shah Tughlaq, Khizr Khan was appointed as a governor of Multan, but

when Timur invaded India, he was joined by Timur and helped him. Finally, Timur appointed Khizr Khan as

governor of Multan and Lahore. He conquered Delhi and established the Sayyid rule after Nasir ud-din-

Tuglaq.He ruled in the name of the Timurid ruler, Shah Rukh, the Timurid Empire’s ruler, which was recited in
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the khutbah alongside Khizr Khan’s name. Khir Khan rearranged the various important officers. The office of

wazir was given to Malik-us-Sharq MailkTuhfa, and he was given the title of Taj-ul-Mulk. He continued to be

Wazir until 1421, when he died. In 1421, Khizr Khan died of illness while returning from an attack on Mewar.

There are some revolts against him. Prof. K.A. Nizami says that Khizr Khan was a very capable and energetic

ruler. Ferishta says “people were happy under his rule.”

2.24 Mubarak Shah (1421-1434):

He was succeeded by his own son, Mubarak Shah. A detailed account of his reign is to be found in “Tarik-i-

Mubarak Shahi,” written by Yahya-bin-Ahmad. On his coins, he styled himself as Muizz-ud-din Mubarak

Shah. Jaunpur and Paulad rulers revolted against him. He suppressed the revolts. He was known for his

generosity, and he built Mubarakabad. Sidhu Pal murdered him on February 20, 1434.

2.25 Muhammad Shah (1434-1444):

Mubarak Shah does not have sons. Therefore, the nobles put on the throne Muhammad Shah, who was the

son of his brother, Farid. During his period, Sarwar-ul-Mulk received the title of Khan Jahan, but he was

dominated and eventually died. Kamal-ul-Mulk became the minister and received the title of Kamal Khan.

During his reign, revolts were suppressed.

2.26  Alam Shah (1444-1451):

He was succeeded by his son, Ala-ud-din, who took up the title of Alam Shah. He was the Sayyid dynasty’s

final ruler. In 1447, he lived in Badaon, a beautiful city, instead of Delhi. But Bahlol marched to Delhi and

ascended the throne on April 19, 1451. Bahalal Lodi, who served as the Governor of Lahore and Sarhind,

defeated Ala-ud-din-Alam Shah and established the Lodi dynasty on the throne of Delhi. Alam Shah continued

to live in Badaon until he died there in 1478 C.E.. Prof. K. A. Nizami says, “Thus ended the Sayyid dynasty

after an inconspicuous rule of over 37 years.”

2.27 The Lodi Dynasty (1451-1526 C.E.):

They belonged to the Afghan tribe. The Lodi dynasty ruled Delhi for about 75 years. The Lodi dynasty was the

last of the Delhi Sultanates.
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2.28 Bahalal Lodi (1451-1489):

He was the founder of the Lodi dynasty. He belonged to the Sahu Khail section of the Lodi Clan. He occupied

Jaunpur and appointed his eldest son Barbak. He was always fighting with the Sharqi dynasty, and finally it was

occupied. During his reign, Hamid Khan was instrumental in putting Bahalal Lodi on the throne of Delhi.

Bahalal was not only the founder of the Lodi dynasty but also responsible for its strength and glory. Prof. K. A.

Nizami says that Bahalal started his career as the Governor of Sirhind; he ended it at the ripe old age of 80 as

the Sultan of Delhi. Dr. A.B. Panday “pointed out that his qualities of leadership were of a high order.”

 2.29 Sikindar Lodi (1489-1517):

After Bahalal Lodi, his son Nizam Khan came to the throne with the title of Sikandar. He ruled according to

Shariah. The original name was ‘Nizam Khan’.  He took action against Alam Khan (Rapri and Chandwar),

Barbak Shah (Jaunpur), Hussain Shah, and nobles. He was a Muslim fanatic and demolished many Hindu

temples. He prohibited bathing in the Yamuna. He founded Agra city in 1504 and built mosques. He shifted the

capital from Delhi to Agra. He ordered the barbers not to remove the beards of Hindus. According to Prof.

K.A. Nizami, Sikindar Lodi was a striking figure of mediaeval India.According to Sir Wolsely Haig; he was

“the greatest of the three kings of his houses.”

2.30 Ibrahim Lodi (1517-1526 C.E.):

Ibrahim Lodi, the son of Sikandar Lodi, succeeded his father to the throne of Delhi and ruled autocratically. He

was cruel to the Sardars of Delhi, who were causing trouble for the Sultan. He brutally punished his brothers,

Jalal, the governor of Jaunpur, and Azam Humayun (Ibrahim Shah), the governor of Gwalior. There was a war

between Ibrahim Lodi and Rana Sanga of Mewar. Sanga escaped from the war. Later in 1526, Babur invaded

Delhi and killed Ibrahim Lodi in the First Battle of Panipat. Ibrahim commanded a million soldiers and 1,000

elephants, but he had no knowledge of gun powder. Babur won the battle with only 24,000 artillery pieces

supplied by Daulat Khan and Alam Khan. Muhamamd Lodi declared as a sultan and continued to resist the

Mughals. Thus the Lodi rule over Delhi came to an end, but the rule of the Delhi Sultans also came to an end.

The Mughal Empire was established by Babur in 1526, and then Mughal Empire rule began. Rushbrook

Williams ascribes the defeat of Ibrahim Lodi to the artillery of Babur.

The last two dynasties that ruled Delhi, the kings of the Sayyid and Lodi dynasties, were weak, and

while the vassals of the Delhi Empire were seeking independence, none of them worked to bring them back
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and consolidate them into the empire, and all of them spent as much time as possible suppressing the rebellions,

leading to the collapse of the Delhi Empire.

2.31 Short Questions:

1. Discuss the role of Qutub-ud-din-Aibak in the establishment of the Delhi Sultanate?

2. Do you think Iltutmish was the real founder of the Delhi sultanate? Discuss?

3. Give an assessment of Razia Sultana as a Ruler?

4. Describe the career and achievements of Jalal-ud-din-Firuz Khilji.

5. Write short notes about Malik Kafar?

6. Describe the Timur invasion of India?

7. Write short notes on Ghiyas-ud-din-Tughlaq?

8. Explain the causes of the first Panipat War.?

2.32 Essay Questions:

1. Explain the greatness of Balban?

2. Discuss the Conquests of Alla-ud-din-Khilji?

3. Critically explain the Marketing Reforms of the Alla-ud-din-Khilji?

4. Describe the administrative system of Alla-ud-din-Khilji?

5. Describe the various reforms of Muhammad bin Tughlaq. Why was he a failure?

6. Evaluate the reforms of Firuz Tughlaq?

2.33 Multiple Choice Questions:

                 1) Who was the founder of Slave Dynasty?

A)  Aram Shah    B) Iltutmish    C) Qutb-ud-din-Aibak    D) Balban

2) Qutb-ud-din-Aibak died at?

A) Lahore B) Punjab C) Multan D) Delhi

3) Which Delhi Sultan has got the Title of “Lakbaksh”?
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A) Iltutmish B) Balban   C) Jalaluddin D) Qutb-ud-din-Aibak

4) Who formed a group of Forty Nobles called ‘Chihalgani’?

A)  Balban   B) Iltutmish C) Aram Shah D) Rajiya Sultana

5) Who described the event of over through of Slave Dynasty as “the Khalji Revolution”?

A) Dr. K.S.Lal B) Dr.R.P.Tripathi C) Lane Pool D) ABM.Habibullah

6) Who is the Author of ‘Ashiqa’?

A) Amir Hasan B) Al Beruni C) Amir Kushru D) K.A.Nizami

7) Who was the founder of Tughlaq Dysnasty?

A) Firuz Tughlaq B) Muhammad-Bin-Tughlaq C) Kushru Khan D) Ghiyas-ud-din-Tughlaq

8) Who was the Author of Tarikh-i-Firuz Shahi?

A) Ibn Batuta   B) Amir Kushru C) Alberuni D) Zia-ud-Din-Barani

                9. Who was the Last Sultan of Sayyid Dynasty?

                A) Aram Shah B) Hasan Khan C) Alam Shah D) Islam Khan

              10. Who founded the City of Agra?

               A) Hamid Khan B) Sikandar Shah C) Ali Khan D) Ibrahim Lodi

Answers:

1) C

2) A

3) D

4) B

5) B

6) C

7) D

8) D

9) C

10)  B
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2.34 Important Terms:

Dagh                      : Mark for the branding

Farman                  : A Royal Order

Jital                        : Copper coin

Karkuns                 : Workers/Officers

Khalisa                  : Crown Lands

Mundi                    : Grain market

Muqqaddam          : Village Headman

Paiboas                  : Kissing the Sultan feet

Qasbas                   : Towns

Qazi                       : A Muslim Judge

Rabi                       : Winter Crop in India

Shariat                   : Muslim Religious Law

Sultan                    : King

Sultanat                  : Kingdom or State

Tanka                     : Silver Coin

Ulema                     : Islamic theologians well versed in Islamic law

2.35 Suggested Readings:

1. Iswari Prasad., A Short History of Muslim Rule in India

2. Iswari Prasad., History of Medieval India from 647 to 1526 AD.

3. J.L.Mehta.,  Advanced Study in the History of Medieval India, Vol.I

4. A.L.Srivastava., Sultanate of Delhi

5. R.C.Majumdar., H.C.Raychoudhari and K.K.Datta., An Advanced History of India

6. R.P.Tripathi., Some aspects of Muslim Rule in India

Youtube Videos:

1.https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=3XfChboNUio&list=PLbD1jXjL6WVbZ8yXAYTtGufvRSZ2yGJWx&index=2

2.https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=NCVmUnjaTVQ&list=PLbD1jXjL6WVbZ8yXAYTtGufvRSZ2yGJWx&index=3
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Source: https://www.mapsofindia.com/history/slave-dynasty.html
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Source: https://www.mapsofindia.com/history/khilji-dynasty.html
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Source: https://www.mapsofindia.com/history/lodi-dynasty.html
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Source: https://www.mapsofindia.com/history/tughlaq-dynasty.html
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Delhi Sultanate: Administration, Socio-Economic, Religious and
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3.1 Objectives and Learning Outcomes:

 After successful completion of this course, the student will be able to:

 Explain the Administrative System of Delhi Sultanate

 Understand the Socio-Economic, Religious and Cultural Conditions of the Delhi Sultanate.

 Visualise the Development of Art and Architecture under various Sultans.

 Learn the Education, Literature and Music developments under Delhi Sultanate.

 Know the Causes for the Downfall of the Delhi Sultanate.

3.2 Introduction:

The Delhi Sultanate was founded in 1206 C.E. by Qutub-ud-din-Aibak. Ibrahim Lodi was the last ruler. There

are five dynasties: the Slave (Mamluk), Khalji, Tughlaq, Sayyid, and Lodi dynasties. They ruled from 1206

C.E. to 1526 C.E.. They ruled Delhi for a total of 326 years. There were many sultans who introduced various

reforms and administrative changes in the course of time.

Their rule was largely uniform; all Delhi Sultans followed the same governance system in terms of

central, state, and local governance. Many changes took place politically, economically, socially, and culturally

during the era of the Delhi Sultanate. All the sultans who ruled Delhi were either religious or centrally organised

and autocratic. Balban, Alla-ud-din-Khilji, Muhammad bin Tughlaq, and Firuz Tughlaq left their marks on

governance. the monuments and structures constructed during their periods. It represents the development of

art, architecture, and sculpture. These are all today’s symbols of Indian heritage culture. Sources such as

archaeological evidence, genealogies, and literary sources help us understand the history of the Delhi Sultans’

rule. Works are written in Persian, Arabic, and Urdu. Archaeological evidence shows that all kinds of structures
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built by the Delhi Sultans are still there today. Apart from this, the firmanas and coins released by the Sultans of

Delhi can be cited as the main sources for knowing the history of the Delhi Sultanates. Foreign writings are also

contributing to the reconstruction of the history of the Delhi Sultanate.

3.3 Administrative System of Delhi Sultanate:

The Empire of the Sultans of Delhi lasted for about three centuries. Islam was based on religious laws. The

kingdom was governed either by the caliphs or by the Sultans independently. The caliphs or sultans were

merely representatives of God. They had no independent status. They ruled the kingdom according to the will

of God laid down in the law of Islam (Shariat). The system of administration was combined with the Persian

and Indian administrations. They paid high salaries, and power was assigned to Muslims. The sultans of Delhi

except Qutub-ud-din Aibak, Alla-ud-din-Khilli, and Mubarak, who claimed to be helpers and recognised and

respected him with the authority of the Caliph’s name.

3.3.1 Central Administration:

Among the Sultans of Delhi, Alla-ud-din-Khilji, Firoz Shah Tughlaq, and Sikandar Lodi introduced an effective

central administrative system.

3.3.2 Sultan:

The Sultan was the head of the Kingdom of Delhi. He was the source of all power and authority. He was the

sovereign head and commander of the army. His will became law. They followed the Quran. He ruled as a

tyrant, wielding absolute power. The Delhi Sultans could make civil and political regulations for public welfare.

Khutba and sikka were recognised as important attributes of sovereignty. He was the head of state and

commander-in-chief. It was the duty of everyone to obey his orders. Barani says that Balban stressed the

special position of the Sultan as ‘shadow of God’ (zill a1 Allah) on earth. In some cases, the aristocracy

imposed a limit on the authority of the sultan. Some ulemas consider the Sultan to be an equal. They were

struggling for power. When the Sultan was weak, the aristocracy wielded power. The ulemas influenced power

as well, and they played an important role in the political sphere at the time. There was no right of inheritance

at that time. The power of the state was based on the principle of the strongman. In addition, the aristocracy

played a crucial role in the appointment of the Sultan’s office. The court of the Sultans became famous for its

pomp and grandeur.

3.3.3 Ministerial Authority:
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The ministers advised the Sultan and assisted him in the administration, but there was no need for the Sultan to

strictly follow their advice. The following were the people who played an important role in the administration. 

3.3.4 Wazir:

He is the Prime Minister, the bridge between the people and the Sultan. He was the head of the diwan-i wizarat

(finance), the most important person in the central administration. He exercised general supervisory authority

over others. He organised the collection of revenue, exercised control over expenditure, kept accounts, disbursed

salaries, and allotted revenue assignments (Iqta) at the Sultan’s order.

Diwan-i-Risalat: He is the Foreign Minister/Religious Affairs

Sadar-us-Sudr: Generally, Sadar-us-Sudr and diwan-i-Qaza are the two jobs given to each other. Sadar-us-

Sudr was required to enforce Islamic rules and regulations.

Diwan-i-Insha: He was the Minister of Royal Correspondence. He was in charge of preparing the Sultan’s

orders.

Diwan-i-Arz: Head of the Ministry of War. Ariz-i-Mumalik was the Minister of the Army. His duties were the

maintenance of war and the mobilisation of the army.

Naib-ul-Mulk: He was the head of the military organization. He was employed in this job by members of the

aristocracy, and the powers of this servant were changed according to the Sultan, who acted as a representative

when the Sultan was not in the capital.

Barid-i-Mumalik: He was the head of the news department. He was assisted by the local ‘barids’ in their

respective areas.

Wakil-i-Dar: He was the Chief Dignity of the Royal Household.

Sar-i-Jandar: The Jandars were affiliated with the court. They were the guardians of the Sultan, whose duty

it was to protect him. Apart from them, there were employees Amir-i-Akhur (commander of the horse),

Shahanaha-i-Pilan (commander of elephants), and Amir-i-Shikar (hunting). They had a number of subordinates

who were in charge of various hunting animals and birds. The Qazi-ul-Mumalik or (Qazi-ul-Quzzat), the chief

judge of the Sultanate, and the chief Qazi headed the legal system and heard appeals from the lower courts.

3.4 Administration of the State:
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The head of state government is known as a “wali” or “mukti.” At the beginning of the Delhi Empire, the

commander-in-chief of the state was divided into military divisions of the “kingdom.” But in the time of Alla-ud-

Din, the empire was divided into eleven provinces, and in the time of Muhammad bin Tughlaq, it was divided

into twenty-three provinces. The governor of each state was the head of the state; they maintained law and

order in the province and carried out royal orders. They also assisted the sultan militarily, and knew about the

rulers of the state through the sultan’s secret agents, who were accountable only to the sultan.

3.5 Local Government:

During the period of the Sultans of Delhi, the system of local government was not as developed as it was during

the Mughal period. The provinces were called Iqtas. They were under the control of nobles, but the governors

of the provinces were called the muqtis or walis. Each state was divided into a few Shiqqs. Shiqqdar is the

officer of the department, and he maintains law and order. The provinces had a sahib-i-diwan, whose office

kept books of account and submitted information to the center. It was assisted by officials like Mutasarrifs.

Karkun was the name given to the entire lower-income staff. Many villages have been established as

“parganas,” also known as “Kasba.” The pargana was consists a number of villages headed by Amil.

According to Ibn Battuta, Chaudhuri was the head of a hundred villages. This was the nucleus of the

administrative unit later called pargana. The village was the smallest unit of administration. The village is the

basic unit of administration, the headman of the village was Muqaddam or Chaudari. The main village functionaries

were Khot, Muqaddam (headman), and Patwari (Village Accountant). The judicial administration of the

subdivision was modelled on that of the centre. The courts of the Qazi and Sadr functioned in the provinces.

The Kotwal maintained law and order. At the village level, the panchayat hears civil cases.

3.6 Iqta System:

This “Iqta system’ is a special system that developed during the period of the Delhi Sultans. The Turkish rulers

made revenue assignments (Iqta), in lieu of cash payments to their nobles. The assignees, known as Muqti and

Walis, collected revenue. They spent their own money, paid their own troops, and sent the surplus (fawozil) to

the central government. Iqta is an Arabic word. The grant of Iqta did not imply a right to the land, nor was it

hereditary, though the holders of Iqta tended to acquire hereditary rights during Feroz Tughluq’s reign. These

revenue assignments were transferable, with the Iqta-holder being transferred from one region to another

every three or four year. The assignments could be large, such as a province, or small, such as a city. Even

assignments to nobles carried administrative, military, and revenue collection responsibilities. Thus, provincial
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administration was headed by the muqti or wali. He had to maintain an army composed of horsemen and foot

soldiers.

3.7 Rule of Law:

The Sultan was the highest authority in the judiciary, and all judicial powers were vested in the Sultan. The

Sultan Darbar, the highest court of the state, heard all kinds of cases in the Darbar. After the Sultan, the chief

‘Qazi’,” the highest judicial authority of the state, had judicial powers for governors and Qazis in the provinces.

Each town had its own “Qazi.” Shariat, the law of the Muslims, was followed. In those days, the Penal Code

was very strict. The death penalty was frequently met with harsh penalties such as physical torture. 

3.8 Military Rule:

The Sultanate of Delhi was dependent on the army. In those days, the Sultans needed a powerful army to

protect their power and the kingdom. So, the Sultans took great care of the military system. The military

system of the Delhi Sultans was largely similar to that of Turkey. The reforms initiated by Alla ud-din Khilji

concentrated the Sultans’ military system. As a result, the Sultans were able to win over the Indian kings. After

the cavalry, the infantry was an important part of the army. The special force was used to transport military

supplies to the soldiers. The Sultan was the commander-in-chief of the army, but during the invasions, a special

commander was appointed for the army. For example, during the reign of Alla-ud-din-Khilji, Malik Kafar was

assigned as a special general and commander-in-chief for the Indian expeditions. Despite the shortcomings in

the machinery of the Sultanate of Delhi, the system was largely to the satisfaction of the kings and the people.

Although less efficient than the Mughal system of government, the administrative system of the Delhi Sultans

helped in the efficient administration of the government. Historians said that the rule of the Delhi Sultan was as

just and humane as that of the kings who ruled England. Wolseley Haig commented that it was far more tolerant

than the rule of Philip II, who ruled the Netherlands.

3.9 Revenue System:

Agriculture was the main occupation. Taxes are the source of income for the government during the Delhi

Sultanate period. There was no fixed share, the tax was determined by the different Sultans and ranged from 1/

10 to 1/2. For instance, Ala-ud-Din Khilji collected 50 percent of the agricultural produce as the state share.

Khot, Muqaddam, and Chaudhuris collected land revenue (kharaj) from the peasants on behalf of the state.
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Besides land revenue, every cultivator had to pay house tax (ghari) and cattle or grazing tax (charai). Under

Feroz Shah, ‘water tax’ (haqq-i-sharb) was also there.

Generally, the Sultans collected four taxes, namely “Zakat,” “Karaj,” “Khams,” and “Jiziya.”

Zakat is a 2.5% tax on savings imposed on Muslims that is donated to the Muslim poor. Kharaj taz was

collected on the lands owned by the Hindus, and it varied from one-tenth to one-half. Khams were one-fifth of

the booty taken during wars (the other four-fifth was kept for the soldiers). Jiziya is a non-Muslim tax (poll

tax). They also imposed ushr (sand tax), which was collected on the lands held by the Muslims. It was usually

one-tenth of the total production. When the Jagirdari system was in place, Jagirdars acted as middlemen

between cultivators and the state. During the period of Alla-ud-din-Khilji, the Patwaris assessed land revenue

and did not show favour to anyone. According to Dr. R. P. Tripathi, ”Alla-ud-Din was apparently the first

Muslim ruler whose hands reached as far as the Patwaris, who were the best source of information

in all matters pertaining to the land and its revenue.” The land revenue was paid in the form of money

as well as in the form of grain.

3.10 Conditions of Delhi Sultanate:

3.11 Social Conditions:

According to K.M.Ashraf “the caste system was a contributory factor in the establishment of the Muslim

Rule”. During the Sultanate period there were two major communities in the society-Hindus and Muslim.

Others like Buddhists, Jains, and Silkhs were limited. In Hindu society, there were four principal castes (Brahmans,

Kshatriyas, Vaisyas and Sudras). Privileged classes enjoyed the power and got importance. Khans and Amir’s

are belonged to the highest grade. The highest posts and large revenue assignments were monopolized by the

nobles. Ulemas got highest respect in the society. The Ulema were much superior in dignity and status to

others. Middle, lower class and slaves are in society. Different professions are there. Agriculturists, traders,

merchants, teachers, shopkeepers, watermen, barbers, blacksmiths, goldsmiths, carpenters, weavers, tailors

etc are lived in society.

Most of the people lived in the villages. There were lands for agricultural development, crops were

well grown, and food grains were abundant and cheap. There was a traditional system of agriculture in the

villages. The construction of houses was easy; they were built of mud in the villages. The villages were self-

sufficient, and the villagers were locally able to meet their needs. Every village was inhabited by a barber, a

tanner, and a merchant. There was a lot of security and social unity in the villages at that time. There were joint
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families; the gramme (village) panchayats investigated their quarrels and sufferings. The people spent their time

with mass dances and entertainments during religious and seasonal festivals. There were shops, public baths,

and markets in cities like Delhi, Jaunpur, Lahore, and other urban centres. The city houses were built of stone

and brick. The roof was made of wood. There were very few buildings with many floors, and sometimes the

palace buildings had more than one floor. The sultan and the aristocracy spent money on luxuries. Scholars,

theologians, ulemas, shaiks, sufis, yogis, etc., were treated with affection by the people. The royal harem

dwellers, court members, nobles, ulemas, and Islamic scholars were provided with more facilities in the category

of enjoying their rights. Ibn Battuta and Abdul Razak said that there was a serious inequality between the ruling

class and the non-privileged Varna.

3.12 Religious Conditions:

Shariat was followed by the sultans of Delhi. Among the Muslims, the Sunnis and the Shiahs were the majority.

Sufism was influenced by the religious views prevalent among the Indians. Hinduism had to face the challenge

of Islam, which gave birth to the Bhakti movement. During the period of the Delhi Sultanate, Islam was the

state religion. The Sultans performed religious duties as well as administration. Hindus had to pay the religious

tax, Jizya. The Muslims paid less in land revenue than the Hindus. There are many restrictions imposed on

Hindu religious pilgrimages, Hindu educational institutions, and temples. Mosques and buildings were constructed.

The Hindus were referred to as ‘Zimmis and Kafirs’. Hindus and Muslims fought bitterly against each other

in both politics and religion.

The majority of the Muslims in India were Hindus, unwilling to enjoy the privileges of the Muslims in

order to be exempt from the jiziya tax, to enjoy the special privileges of the Muslims, and to be slaves with the

Muslims, but their power and the fear of life led them to convert to Islam. The conflict for power between

domestic and foreign Muslims began. The Hindus were divided into several tribes and sub-tribes. The Brahmins

and Shatriyas had great respect in the community, as did the Vaishyas (merchants) and the Shudras, such as the

cultivators, the carpenters, the goldsmiths, the blacksmiths, the weavers, etc. They belonged to the lower

castes. Hindu women were treated with respect. The Hindus practised Sati, Jauhar, Parda, female infanticide

(the slaughter of female infants), and child marriages. There were also great poets and artists among the

women. The sultans, like Muhammad-Bin-Tughlaq and Firuz Tughlaq, participated in the Dussehra and Holi

festivals. They used to participate in Muharram, Shab-e-Baraat, and other festivals. The Hindus seem to have

had a ritual influence on the Muslims. Muslims used to burst crackers on Shab-e-Baraat, and carrying names

(Tazias) in the month of Muharram is probably the effect of temple festivals by the Hindus.
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With the arrival of Muslims, many revolutionary changes took place in the history of Indian society. The

Muslims maintained their civilizations and cultures separately and worked hard to spread them in India. They

undertook the expansion of religion and accused the Hindus of being “kafars.” The Hindus treated the Muslims

as ‘Mlechas.” In some cases, there was a conflict between Hindus and Muslims. The Sunnis and Shias were

divided into two groups. Because the Sultans of Delhi followed the Sunni sect, the Shias became staunch

opponents of the Sunnis. The Sufis tried to challenge the supremacy of the Sunnis. In Hindu and Muslim

societies, rituals are more visible, male dominance has increased, and polygamy is found in both religions. Like

the Rajputs’ Jauhar system, Muslim sardars slaughtered their women (janana) during the war without being

subjected to atrocities by their enemies. Muslims had to seek permission from the government for cohabitation,

omens, and horoscopes for both communities. There was tremendous faith in the amulets. The class differences

among the Hindus have increased. There were also sunni, shia, sufi, bohara, khoja, and other sects among

Muslims in which yogis and religious leaders were revered and Hindus were generally denied high positions.

They were considered eligible only for small positions. Alla-ud-din-Khilji practiced a completely religious

hatred for Hindus, but not all the Sultans of Delhi followed such a policy. On the whole, in the Sultanate of

Delhi, the Hindus did not enjoy the same status as the Muslims.

3.13 The Condition of Women:

The position of women in the sultanate period was not as high as it used to be on Ancient India. No women

were allowed to enjoy an independent status. Female progeny of Hindus and Muslims were preferred. Male

progeny was important. It can be said that, in those days, women had no equal place in society with men.

Without freedom, women were devoted to domestic life. Apart from that, it also started among Hindu women.

Women were kept in separate rooms called “Janana” and were not allowed to come out of them. Amir

Khusru advised his daughter not to leave the house and to sit with her face toward the wall, not the door, so

that no one could see her. Religious leaders who were away from their places of residence were not allowed to

visit mosques. Sati association was widely practiced by women at the time, as was “Jauhar,” a self-sacrifice

ritual performed by Rajput women. Ibn Battuta describes many incidents of sati that he himself had witnessed.

Ishwari Prasad and other historians have remarked that Hindu society was in a state of decline during the reign

of the Sultans of Delhi.

3.14 Life of the People: 
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The way of life of the people of Gujarat was described by a contemporary foreign traveller named Barbosa,

who had fine amenities in their homes, who wore silk clothes and valuable ornaments. He wrote that Malwa

was also rich in wealth. Nine out of ten people used to settle there. Ibn Battuta wrote that the prices in Bengal

were lower than in all the other countries he visited. But there was poverty along with wealth in the country, and

the wealth described by the foreign travellers largely belonged to the upper classes of society. The workers and

labourers of the lower classes suffered economically. In the society, there was a significant economic divide

between the rich and the poor. There is no middle class. Swadeshi and foreign writers such as Shams Shiraj

Afif, Iban Battuta, Nikitin, etc. have noticed the difference between the lives of the rich and poor.

Hindus and Muslims were divided into two distinct classes in society. All the foreigners who invaded

our country in ancient times were completely integrated into Indian society. Since the religious beliefs and

customs of the Mahommadans were completely different from the culture of the Hindus, They had to live

separately. Attempts were made to convert Hindus into Muslims, but the majority remained Hindu. Although

Hindus and Muslims were different communities, living together in towns and villages created harmony and

tolerance between the two. Following the events, there was Hindu-Mohammadan harmony with Hindus

participating in Muslim festivals.

3.15 Economic Conditions:

During the Sultanate of Delhi, India was economically strong, and industries were established and contributed

to economic development. Agriculture was the main source and occupation of people. According to

W.H.Moreland, “there was fertile land to spare, waiting for men with the resources needed to bring it under the

plough.”  Ibn Batuta refers to the fertility of the land and production of two crops per year.

A foreign traveller, Marco Polo of Venice, observed that industrial development had progressed well.

Gujarat and Bengal are famous for the textile industry. Hats, guns, knives, and scissors made of zari were

exported to Syria, Arabia, and Persia. The clothes required by the Europeans were made in Bengal. The cloth

that adorned the head was called the “sarabandh.” It was in great demand in Europe. Indian artisans and

craftsmen were well-known for making diamonds, precious stones, and ornaments. The art gradually developed

due to its heritage. Road facilities and industries of the day were suitable for commercial purposes. Goods from

the centers of production were transported to distant places, such as cities and ports. The ‘Jital’ is a copper

coin. A silver coin called ‘Tanka’ was in circulation, and there was also a gold coin called dinar, and the

majority of the traders at that time were Hindus. The Indus was famous for its commercial prowess. Shams-i-
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Siraj mentioned that their condition was under development. Indian foreign trade was carried out by land and

sea. India’s trade with the kingdoms of West and South Asia was carried out. India collected duties at ports

from foreigners. Daybal in Sind, Brooch and Cambay in Gujarat, Thane in Maharashtra, Malabar in Calicut,

and Cafe Cameron were important among their Indian ports. Among the exports of that time were diamonds

and pearls. Elephant tusks, sandalwood, wool, salt, pepper, aarti camphor, zari sarees, silk sarees, coconuts,

cotton, and jute are important in imports. Luxury goods are important. India had the greatest profit in foreign

trade. Gold and silver came to India for payments from abroad because of the low imports of the upper castes.

Food grains, cotton, and other textiles were important items of export to Southeast Asia, East Africa,

and Europe. Agricultural products like wheat, rice, pulses, oilseeds, scents, sugars, etc. are the main items in

trade. The Arabs carried those textiles to Damascus and Alexandria via the Red Sea, from where they were

distributed to the Mediterranean countries. Varthema tells that “Cambay in Gujarath contributed about half the

total textile exports of india”.  Barbosa says that ‘Cambay had skilled craftsmen of many kinds’. Cambay had

trade relations with East Asia. Textile, metalwork, indigo, and paper industries are also present. Bengal was the

main trade centre. A variety of industries included the manufacture of swords, guns, and other household items.

Sugar manufacturing was done in Bengal and exported. Delhi was the centre for paper manufacturing. In royal

factories located in Delhi, more than four thousand weavers for silk alone were employed. As regards private

industries, the sultans followed the policy of ‘laissez faire’.

The Indian merchants of that time were known for their righteousness and honesty, invited them to all parts

of the country. The Indians built ships and traded abroad, making a lot of money through this trade. Though

economically developed during the reign of the Delhi Sultans, the wealth of the country was in the hands of the

minority aristocracy. Amir Khusrau write that “the stream of gold flows through the majestic city of Delhi”.

There was a huge gap between the rich and the poor. Amir Khusrau says that “every pearl in the royal crown

is but the crystallized drop of blood fallen from the tearful eyes of the poor peasant”. The common man lived in

small huts, and their everyday life was burdensome. But because of this wealth, the Sultans and nobles of Delhi

nurtured art and literature and became known as the builders of fine buildings.

3.16 Development of Architecture and Sculpture:

During the period of the Sultans of Delhi, art, architecture, and sculpture flourished. In this period, the construction

of cities, forts, and fortifications took place extensively. Among the structures of this period were the minarets,

open spaces, mosques, and tombs. The distinctive features of Muslim buildings are the use of colourful tiles
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and bricks, which are the main features of the architecture of this period. There are different opinions about the

architecture of this era. Ferguson referred to this architecture as “Patan style,” but Havell called it “Indian

sculptural style,” but in reality it was created by a combination of Indian and Islamic styles. It was called the

“Hindustani style.” Sculptors were appointed. Due to this, the influence of Indian architectural traditions on

Muslim architecture was felt. There are some similarities between Hindu and Muslim buildings. That is why the

Muslims were able to convert Hindu temples into mosques, removed the spacious roof of the Hindu temple

and constructed them like minarets. There was free space for the temple and the mosque. Decorative elements

were naturally preferred in Hindu and Islamic architectural traditions. Even though the Sultans invited engineers

from abroad and appointed them for the construction of the building, they were assisted by indigenous artisans

and sculptors. Therefore, the Hindustani style was created.

          The Salient features of the Architecture during the Sultanate period are a mixture of Indian and Iranian

styles, Pointed Arch; narrow and high towers are depicted. Domes are constructed. Stones and good quality

lime was used. Scientific constructions, new style of decorating the buildings, Places of worship, new style of

tombs, etc.

3.16.1 Quwwat-ul-Islam Mosque:

This mosque is one of the most important Muslim structures in Delhi. It was built by Qutb-ud-din Aibak in

1195 C.E. to mark the conquest of Delhi. Alla-ud-Din Khilji also enlarged the mosque. It was surrounded by

Koran verses. It consists of a rectangular courtyard enclosed and it was the first monument of iconoclast in

India. It is built of red sandstone, gray quartz, and white marble,

3. 16.2 Qutub Minar:

        

    1. Qutub Minar                 2.Alai Darwaza 3 Quwwat-ul-Islam Mosque
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1. Source: https://www.tripadvisor.in/Attraction_Review-g304551-d311626-Reviews-Qutub_Minar-
New_Delhi_National_Capital_Territory_of_Delhi.html

2. https://artsandculture.google.com/asset/quwwat-ul-islam-mosque-qutb-complex/YAGifZqse3RjVA

3. https://www.flickr.com/photos/archer10/2214305769

Qutub Minar, the tallest brick minaret in the world, is an incredible example of Indo-Islamic architecture. It is

located in the Qutub Complex at Mehrauli, Delhi. Qutb- Minar, in red and buff sandstone, is the highest tower

in India. It has a diameter of 14.32 m at the base and about 2.75 m on the top; with a height of 72.5 m.

UNESCO has listed ‘Qutub Minar’ in the list of World Heritage Sites. The Qutub Minar is 225 feet tall and has

four storeys, but Qutub-ud-din Aibak only started it and completed part of the first floor. The rest of the parts

and floors were completed by Iltutmish. The minar on the fourth floor was destroyed by lightning during the

reign of Firoz Shah Tughlaq. The fourth floor was destroyed. In its place, two small floors were built. Its height

also reached up to 234 feet. In 1503 C.E., the Minar was rebuilt, and the upper floors were repaired. Sir John

Marshall claimed that it was built in accordance with the style of Islam.

3.16.3 Iltutmish Tomb:

Koran verses were inscribed on the interior walls of the tomb. It is a plain square chamber of red sandstone,

profusely carved with inscriptions and geometrical and arabesque patterns in Saracenic tradition on the entrances

and the whole of the interior. Some of the motifs, viz., the wheel, tassel, etc., are reminiscent of Hindu designs.

3.16.4 Adhai-Din-Ka-Jhonpra:  

Adhai-Din-Ka-Jompra is a historical mosque located in Ajmer, Rajasthan. It is one of the oldest mosques in

India. This was built by Qutb-ud-din-Aibak in 1192 C.E.and designed by Abu Bakr of Herat. This mosque is

an example of early Indo-Islamic architecture. The structure was completed in 1199 C.E and further improved

by Iltutmish of Delhi in 1213 C.E.

3.16.5 Balban Tomb:

It is constructed in a square shape. The tomb was located in Mehrauli, New Delhi. It was built of rubble stone

in 1287 C.E. This tomb is a building of historical significance in the development of Indo-Islamic architecture,

as the first Islamic arch in India was found here.

3.16.6 Jamatkhana Masjid:
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This built by Khizr Khan, son of Sultan Alla-ud-din Khilji, in 1315-1325 C.E.. This mosque was built in India

according to Muslim opinions; it is completely similar to the style of Islam. It is the oldest mosque in Delhi that

continues to be used for worship.

3.16.7 Alai Darwaza:

According to Sir John Marshal “Alai Darwaza is an invaluable treasure of islamic architecture”.  Alai Darwaza

is the southern gate of Quwwat-ul-Islam Mosque in Delhi, built in 1311 C.E.by Sultan Alla-ud-din-Khalji. It is

made of red sandstone. It is a square domed gatehouse with arched entrances and a single room. It was built

according to the architectural style of Indo-Islam.

3.16.8 Tughlakabad:

During the Tughlaq period, there was a change in architecture, and instead of decoration, there was simplicity.

Ghiyazuddin built a city called “Tughlakabad” and built the Amalakam Kalash in his tomb. Firoz Shah Tughlaq

built cities like Jaunpur, Fatehbad, Hissar, and Firozabad. He built the Firozabad fort and palace in Delhi. He

set up 120 rest houses (sarais) for Muslim travellers and dug canals to supply water to the cities. He created

the town of Firoz and built eight mosques there. He built three palaces and a college at Houb-i-Khan.

3.16.9 Lalgumbaz:

It belongs to the Tughlaq dynasty. It is the tomb of Kabir-ud-din Auliya, a monk. It is locally known as “Lal

Gumbaz.” It resembles the tomb of Tughlaq. It is known to have been built during the time of Nasir-ud-din

Mahmud Sha (1389-92 C.E..).

3.16.10 Other Constructions:

 The Delhi sultans were constructed many tombs, Masques, Cities, forts and buildings. The tomb of Iltutmish,

Balban, Ghiyas-ud-din-Tughlaq, Firuz Tughlaq, Kabiruddin Auliya, Mubarakshah, Mohammad Shah, and

Sikander Lodi.  The sultan Ghar, Siri village, Hauz Khas, the fort of Tughlaqabad, the city of Jahan Panah, City

of Khizrabad and Mubarakabad. There are many constructions at provincial kingdoms like Multan, Bengal,

Gujarath, Jaunpur, Malwa, and Kashmir etc. These are the best examples of the art and architecture of the

Delhi Sultanate. Multan is one of the earliest cities occupied by the Muslims, where Mohammad-Ibn-al-Qasim

built a mosque; this was the first mosque in Multan. The tomb of Rukn-i-Alam was built by Ghiyas-ud-din

Tughlaq between 1302 and 1324 C.E.. It was built according to Persian architecture. Pandua structures in



143

Bengal have 400 gates of the Adina Mosque, built as Sikandar Sha.The mosque in Damascus is nearly the

same size as the mosque in Jerusalem. The tomb of Jalaluddin Mohammad in Pandua is also very beautiful. The

Satagumbad Mosque was built in the 15th century C.E.. Cunningham claimed that the Tantipara mosque at

Gaur was the supreme example of Bengal’s architectural style. The Firuz minar in Gaur is approximately 84

feet tall and has five storeys.

Gujarati architecture can be considered superior. In the first half of the 15th century, Ahmad Shah built

the city, where he built palaces and mosques. The Jama Masjid in Gujarat is famous. Queen Sifari Mosque was

built in 1514 C.E. It was considered one of the most beautiful structures in the world by Ferguson. The Malwa

style of architecture found at Jami Masjid at Mandu, the Hindola Mahal, the Jahaz Mahal, and the “Atala

Masque” are examples of Delhi sultanate architecture. The tomb of Zain-ul-Abidin (1420–1470 C.E.) was a

landmark in the architecture of Kashmir. Sikandar built the Jami Masjid in Srinagar. But Jain-ul-Abidin enlarged

it. The Shahmadan Mosque was completely bound by a stick. 

 3.17 Cultural Developments: Education, Literature and Music:

Though the Sultans of Delhi ruled autocratically, they patronised and nurtured art and literature. Their court

included poets, scholars, theologians, and historians from Afghanistan, Persia, Egypt, Korasan, Turkey, and

other distant lands. The cities of Delhi and Lahore became centres of Persian education. The Sultans of Delhi

gave high priority to Islamic religious education and nurtured it well. During the Delhi sultanate period, the

official in charge of religious grants was called Sadr-i-Jahan. He organised for the grant of tax-free lands to the

various religious groups that provided education in Islamic subjects. Two big colleges, called Muizziya and

Nasiriya, were built. Three main subjects were taught: tafsir (interpretation of the Quran), hadith (tradition),

and fiqh (constitution). In the Deccan, science subjects were in focus. Firuz, a Bahmani king, encouraged

subjects such as botany, geometry, and astronomy. Medical science also received attention.

As a result of the invasion of the Indus region by the Arabs, Brahmagupta’s Brahma Siddhanta and

Khandakhadyaka were translated into Arabic with the help of Hindu scholars. Mahmud Ghazni patronised

many poets and scholars. Firdausi, the famous Persian poet, was at his court. He wrote Shahnama, which is

known as a great book in Persian literature even today. Alberuni was also a decorator of the court of Mahmud

Ghazni, who came to India with Mahmud Ghazni. He was a mathematician, theologian, historian, writer, and

Sanskrit scholar who wrote a book called “Tarikh-i-Hind” describing the conditions in India. Qutub-ud-din

Aibak also supported scholars whose courts were ruled by Fakhruddin Hasan and Nizami. Yahya-bin-Ahmad
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Sirhindi wrote Tarikh-i-mubarak Shahi, and Taj-ul-masir was written by Nizami. Minhaj Siraj, the author of

“Tabaqat-i-Nasari,” was another poet during the sultanate period. The famous poets Rohani Malik and Taj

Uddin Rejob were under the patronage of Iltutmish.

Amir Kushrau was the foremost of all the poets of the Delhi Sultanate period. He is a great poet. He

lived from the time of Balban to the time of Ghiyasuddin Tughlaq and wrote many books. He was born in

Patiala in 1253. The father was a Turkish refugee. He entered the job as a poet for the first time under Balban’s

son, Muhammad Khan. After the death of Muhammad Khan, Khusrau was patronised by the Sultans, from

Balban to Ghiyasuddin Tughlaq. Towards the end of his life, he became a disciple of Shaik Nizam ud-din

Auliya. He is believed to have written more than four lakh ‘Doha’ (two verses). He was the first of the Muslim

writers to use the word “Hindi” and the first poet in Urdu as well. He was also a great singer, and his works

include Khaza’in ul-Futuh, Tughlaq Nama, and Ashiqa. He was popularly known as the “Parrot of India”

and used Indian sentiment and certain incidents in his writings. Amir Khusrau was the first Muslim poet to give

way to the love of India. In the court of Alla-ud-din, there was a famous poet, “Mir Hasan,” popularly known

as the ‘Sadi of India’. He was a great Persian poet.

During the period of the Delhi Sultanate, a new language and literary style were introduced. Persian

became the official language of the Delhi Sultanate. The court chronicles were a significant component of the

literature. Ziauddin Barani wrote two important Persian works, the Tarikh-i Firoz-Shahi and the Fatwa-i-

Jahandari. He criticises Muhammad bin Tughlaq. Barani was patronised by both Muhammad and Firuz Tughlaq.

Shams-i-Siraj Afif continued the Tarikh-i-Firuz Shahi of Barani. Minhaj-us-Siraj wrote Tabaqat-i-Nasari, a

general history of Muslim dynasties up to 1260. Abu Backer’s Chachanamh, the first geographical treatise,

deals with the conquest of Sindh. During this period, many works were translated into Persian. The Tuti Nama

(Book of the Parrot) by Zia Nakshabi was the first Persian translation of Sanskrit stories.

Ain-ul-Mulk Multani was under Ala-ud-Din Khalji, Muhammad bin Tughlaq, and Firuz Tughlaq. He

wrote Ain-ul-MuIki and Munshat-i-Mahru, which was also known as Inshai-i-Mahru.It deals with the political,

social, and religious conditions of India. The Futuhus-Salatin of Isami contains the history of India for more

than 300 years. Qazi Shihab-ud-Din Daulatabadi wrote Hawash-i-Kufiah Irshad and Bad-ul-Bayan. On the

Hedaya, Maulana Shaikh Ilahdad wrote The other famous writers were Mughis Hasnavi, Zahir Dehlwi, Maulana

Hasan Nashqi, Maulana Ali Ahmed Nishani, and Nurul Haq. Ramanuja wrote his commentaries on the Brahma

Sutras. The Nyaya and Vaisesika systems of philosophy were written during this period. Deva Suri was a great

Jain scholar. The Gita-Govinda of Jayadeva is an excellent specimen of typical poetry.
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A large number of plays and books were written during this period. Harkeli Nataka and Lalitavigraharaja

Nataka were written in the 12th century. During this period, Prasanna Raghava was written by Jayadeva and

Hammir-mada-mardana by Jaya Singh Suri. Pradyumnabhydaya by Ravivarman, Pratap Rudra Kalyan by

Vidyanath, Parvati Parinaya by Vamana Bhatta Bana, Gangadas Pratap Vilas by Gangadhara, and Lalita

Madhava by Rupagoswami Jiva Goswami wrote as many as 25 books in Sanskrit. Vijnanesvara wrote the

Mitakshara, which is a commentary on Yajnavalkya. Jimuta Vahan was the author of Dayabhaga. Kalhana

wrote the famous Rajatarangini, which deals with the history of Kashmir. The other important writers were

Padma Bhatta, Vidyapati Thakur, and Vachaspati Misra. Sayana wrote his famous commentaries on the Vedas.

Madhava was responsible for the composition of the Siva-Gama Stotra. Naga Chandra, also known as Abhinava

Pampa, was the author of the Pampa Ramayana. Chandbardai was the author of “Prithvi Raj Rasau.” Jagnayak

was the author of Alhakhand. Krittivasa prepared a Bengali translation of the Ramayana from Sanskrit. The

Mahabharata was also translated into Bengali.

Mohammed bin Tughlaq was a scholar of Vedanta, astronomy, medicine, and mathematics. Firuz

Tughlaq wrote “Futuhat-i-Firoz Shahi.” He also translated the unprinted Sanskrit book found at Nagar Fort

into Persian under the title “Dalayal-i-Firoz Shahi.” During the reign of Sikander Lodi, a Sanskrit medical book

was translated into Persian, and literary patronage was also carried out under the patronage of the rulers of the

state. Jaunpur was a well-known educational center, and Ibrahim’s court attracted many scholars.

The Delhi Sultanate favoured an Indo-Persian style of painting that was influenced by Iranian

schools as well as Jain paintings. The Sultans of Delhi did not nurture any indigenous languages, religious

education, or literature, but literary development continued in eastern and southern India, where the Sultans

were not dominated by authority. The best literature also came from the native languages. At that time,

Navadweep (Bengal) and Mithila (Bihar) flourished as centres of Sanskrit education. During this era, a number

of books on yoga, nyaya, and the vaisheshika system were published. The Gita Govindam of Jayadeva,

Nagachndra, wrote the Pampa Ramayana. The great Bhakti saint Ramanuja wrote commentaries on the

Brahmasutra, and Parthasarathi wrote a number of books on the Karma-Mimansa. The Ramayana in Sanskrit

was translated into Bengali by Krittivasa. One of the most famous works on Hindu law, the Mitakshara, was

written by Vijnanesvara, and the great astronomer, Bhaskaracharya, also flourished during this period. Many

regional languages were developed during the period of the Delhi Sultanate.

The Muslim rulers established many madarssas and taught philosophy, literature, science, history,

politics, and law. The Sufis also set up schools with the help of government money. Emphasis was given to
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physics. Muslim students were provided with free education. But the Hindu educational institutions did not

receive the patronage of the Sultans. But Hindus can study in a Muslim school. There were Sanskrit schools in

the cities, and there were some opportunities in the villages to practise basic literature. It appears that educational

opportunities for the poor and the lower classes were very limited, and by the 16th century, when language,

religion, social customs, and beliefs brought Hindus and Muslims closer together, a new Indian way of life had

emerged, a distinctive feature of unity in the diversity of Indian culture.

3.18 Music: During the Delhi Sultanate period, new types of musical instruments like the sarangi and

the rabab were introduced. Amir Khusrau introduced many new ragas, such as ghora and sanam. He started

a new style of music known as “qwalis.” The sitar was also introduced in his music. The sitar was a combination

of the Indian vina and the Iranian tambura. The Indian classical work Ragadarpan was translated into Persian

during the reign of Firoz Tughlaq. Pir Bhodan, a Sufi saint, was one of the great musicians of this period. Raja

Man Singh of Gwalior was a great lover of music. He encouraged the composition of a great musical work

called Man Kautuhal.

3.19 Causes for the Downfall of the Delhi Sultanates:

The Delhi Sultanate was established in 1206 by Qutub-ud-din-Aibak, and the Delhi Sultanate period in Indian

history ran from 1206 C.E.to 1526 C.E.. The Sultanate reached its zenith during the reigns of Balban, Alla-ud-

din- Khilji, and Firuz Tughlaq. The Delhi Sultanates were able to rule all of India except Orissa, Kashmir,

Assam, Nepal, and Tamil Nadu. After Muhammad-bin-Tughlaq, the Sultan’s Empire gradually started declining

and was completed during the reigns of the Sayyids and Lodi dynasties due to the Sultans’ weaknesses and the

noncooperation of the nobles. Historians believe that political, social, religious, and economic causes led to the

downfall of the Delhi sultanate.

3.19.1 Flawed Schemes:

The defective schemes introduced by Muhammad bin Tughlaq, such as the change of capital, the introduction

of copper coins, and the revenue policy in the Gangetic Plains, have caused great dissatisfaction with the

administration of the people. He spent a lot of money on Kurason expeditions, but they failed. This led to the

state suffering financially. There have been revolts almost 22 times across the country. Where is the possibility

of continuing the rule if it is enough to suppress the revolts throughout the period? Bengal, Sindh, Malwa, and

Gujarat were fighting for independence. The foundation of the Bahmani and Vijayanagara kingdoms in the
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south limited the authority of the Delhi Sultanates. Sayyids and Lodis did not introduce any major reforms for

the welfare of the people.

3.19.2 Policies of Firoz Shah Tughlaq:

Firoz Tughlaq was a great reformer and warrior, but all his expectations were distorted. He was a religious

fanatic, and his policies of demolishing Hindu temples had created resentment among the people and failed to

create favourable conditions for future rulers. Measures such as the promotion of slavery, reintroduction of the

Jagirdari system weakened the Delhi Empire. His policies were unable to consolidate the Delhi Empire.

3.19.3 Political Causes:

The Sultanate of Delhi was autocratic, and its rulers ruled as despots. Amirs and Ulemas played a crucial role

in the administration. Sultans are also in their hands. During the Sayyid and Lodi dynasties, the weak rulers

were unable to control the rebellions. The Jagirdars and Iqtadars are wealthy. They questioned the sultanate’s

survival. The weak rulers of the Sayyid and Lodi dynasties were unable to exert control over the country’s

political situation. Sikandar Lodi and his successor attempted to abolish the power of the nobles, but they

revolted. Ibrahim Lodi also imposed several restrictions on them, and they refused to allow them to sit in court.

This policy forced Alam Khan and Daulat Khan Lodi to invite Babur to invade the country.

3.19.4 Weak Rulers:

The rulers after Firoz Shah Tughlaq were inefficient; they could not effectively “prevent” the Timur invasions

and could not control the revolts of the vassals, they were the rulers of the last Tughlaq dynasty. The Sayyid and

Lodi dynasty rulers are weak, and they were unable to suppress the invasions of the Timurs and other revolts.

3.19.5 Economic Causes:

The economy is the backbone of the empire, but the Sultans did not have any proper financial planning. They

spent a lot of money on their invasions and the army. A lot of money was spent on the Mongol invasion.

Massive sums of money were spent on Muhammad-Bin-Tughlaq schemes. They spent a large amount of

money on the maintenance of slaves. The Delhi sultanates did not try to improve their finances and did not levy

taxes properly. Muslims were exempt from taxes. Trade and industry were underdeveloped. As a result, the

Delhi Sultanate’s economic weaknesses also contributed to its decline.

3.19.6 Social Causes:
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The Delhi Sultans implemented a policy of religious intolerance, which resulted in social divisions. These policies

harmed the interests of their Hindus, creating jealousy and hatred between the two communities. During this

time, casteism, untouchability, and a sense of “class” emerged in society. The Muslims used to refer to Hindus

as “Kafirs,” while Hindus referred to Muslims as “Mlechhas.” A sense of mutual suspicion prevailed between

the two communities, which proved fatal to the sultanate’s survival.

3.19.7 Religious Causes: Anti-Hindu Policies:

The Delhi Sultanate was a theocratic state with an administration based on Islamic principles. The few sultans

were demolishing Hindu temples and idols of Hindu gods and goddesses. This affects their feelings and beliefs.

The imposition of Jaziya and the pilgrimage tax hurt the Hindus’ feelings. The religious conversions create

discontent among the people. Almost all the clans of Delhi have shown no patience and have ruled against the

Hindus. If the minority Muslims in this country wants to govern the majority communities, they must be able to

provide favourable governance to the majority communities. Otherwise, inevitably, the majority communities

will wait for time and favours to suppress the minority communities. Hindus opposed the Jizya tax, and whenever

they got the opportunity, they tried to revolt and weaken the kingdom of Delhi.

3.19.8 Opposition of the Sardars and the Ulemas:

While the wealthy sections of Delhi wanted the Sultan to be in their hands from time to time, the Ulemas tried

to control power in the name of religious doctrines, and generally the Sultans did not agree to work under

anyone, which created a chasm between the Sultan and the upper classes, leading to weaknesses in the

administration.

3.19.9 Vassal Revolts:

If the central government is weakened, it is natural for the vassals to revolt. With the weakening of the rulers of

the Sayyid and Lodi dynasties, the vassal kingdoms declared their independence. Kingdoms such as the

Bahmanis, the Vijayanagara rulers, and the Kapaya chieftains began to rule independently. Gujarat, Mewar,

Malwa, Kandesh, Bengal, Jaunpur, and Sindh also revolted and went under independent rule.

3.19.10 Weakness of the Army:

There was no Sultan after Alla-ud-din-Khilji who took steps to strengthen Delhi’s armies. There was a shortage

of capable servants, honest officers, and patriotic soldiers in the Delhi army. Corruption is another problem for
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employees. It became like a mercenary army, but it did not function as an army working for the country,

especially during the period of Sayyid and Lodi.

3.19.11 Foreign Invasions:

 The frequent attacks by the Mongols weakened the Empire. Military and economic conditions were also

poor. They fell on the cities and caused economic damage by exploiting them. When the forts were destroyed,

money was again spent on their reconstruction. The local rulers who took advantage of these conditions

weakened the Center. The Center failed to take action against them. For instance, Timur invaded Delhi and

looted many cities. In 1526, he defeated Ibrahim Lodi at Panipat and ended the Delhi Sultanate.

3.19.12 Other Causes:

The vast empire of Delhi led to the disintegration of the country when the capable were not the rulers. The

limited means of transport and media at that time could not keep the power of the state strong. The climate of

India, with its extreme cold and extreme conditions, affects both productivity and energy efficiency. The luxurious

life of the rulers’ officials turned the country towards poverty. It can be said that all these factors together led to

the collapse of the Sultanate of Delhi. Finally, the invasion of Babur proved to be the final cause of the decline

of the Delhi Sultanate. Ibrahim Lodi did not control Babur’s army. They are well equipped and disciplined, but

the Delhi Sultanate Army is not. Hence they were defeated.

3.20 Short Questions:

1. Iqta System

2. The Condition of Women during the Delhi Sultanate.

3. Literary Developments under Delhi Sultanate.

3.21 Essay Questions:

1. Discuss the Administrative System of the Delhi Sultanate?

2. Critically Explain the Socio-Economic, Religious and Cultural conditions of the Delhi Sultanate.?

3. Describe the Causes of the Downfall of the Delhi Sultanate?

3.22 Multiple Choice Questions:
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1. Who is the Head of Delhi Sultanate?

A) Wazir B) Sultan C) The Nobles D) Khalifa

2. Who was the Sovereign head and commander of the army in Delhi Sultanate?

A) Sultan   B)Diwan-I-Risalat   C) Wazir D)Naib-ul-Mulk

3. Who constructed Quwwat-ul-Islam Mosque?

A) Qutb-ud-din-Aibak B) Balban C) Iltutmish D) Alla-ud-din-Khilji

4. Who completed the building of Qutb Minar?

A) Alla-ud-din-Khilji B) Balban C) Mohammad Bin Tughlqa D) Iltutmish

5. Whose army was composed of Turks, Ghurids, Khorasans and Khiljis?

A) Balban B) Alla-ud-din-Khilji C) Qutb-ud-din-Aibak D) Firuz Tughlaq

Answers:  1) B

                 2) A

                 3) A

                 4) D

                 5) C

3.23 Suggested Readings:

1. A.S.Tripati., Some Aspects of Muslim Rule in India

2.  Habib and Nizami (Eds)., Compressive History of India, Vol.V

3. I.H.Qureshi., Administration of the Sultanate of Delhi

4. Iswari Prasad., History of Medieval India

5. J.L.Mehta., Advanced Study in the History of India, Vol.I

6. M.Habib., Political Theory of the Delhi Sultanate
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7. W.H.Moreland., Agrarian System of Muslim India

8. Yusuf Hussain., Glimpses of Medieval Indian Culture

Unit-II

Impact of Islam on Indian Society and Culture

4.0. Learning Outcomes

4.1 Impact on Language and Culture

4.2 Impact on Ideas of Culture

4.3 Impact on Religious Culture

4.4 Impact on Hindu Traditions and Rituals

4.5 Impact on Art and Architecture

4.6 Impact on Music

4.7 Impact on Pictorial Art and Calligraphy

4.8 Impact on Coins

4.9 Essay Questions

4.10 Short Questions

4.11 Multiple Choice Questions

4.12 Suggested Readings

4.0 Learning Outcomes:

After reading this chapter, the students will be able to

 Know the Indian Culture and its impact on society
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 Learn about the Hindu Traditions and rituals

 Study the Impact on Culture, Language, Art, Architecture, Music and Coins  etc

Culture is a term that refers to the things prominent in the way of life of a human society, i.e., life, customs,

affairs, norms, religion, relationships, governance, etc. The English word “culture” is derived from the Latin

word “cultura” or colere “to cultivate,” meaning to cultivate. The practices, structures, and systems important

in a society represent the culture of that society. The symbols, structures, systems, rituals, and practices that

represent culture are not bounded; they are constantly changing. They evolve by joining and separating from

each other. The tools a society makes and uses, the structures it builds, its music, art, way of life, food,

sculpture, film, drama, dance, and cinema-all these represent the culture of that society. The material consumption,

wealth, and folk affairs of a society are also considered culture.

Because of trade and diplomatic relations with many countries since ancient times, India’s culture has

spread too many countries. From the Harappan civilization to the present day, Indian culture has spread across

continents. After Harshavardhana’s rule, India underwent political disintegration, and the country was divided

into many small states. During this period, people have developed regional perspectives and identities. Religions

and culture dominated life. Islam entered India in the 7th century C.E., when the Arabs conquered the Indus in

India. Prophet Muhammad united the Arab nation and founded Islam with the ideals of monotheism, modest

living, social equality, etc. The spread of Islam is mentioned in the “Quran,” the holy book of Muslims. So

Muslims resorted to spreading Islam’s religion.

           The Arabs traded in India and established some trading centres on the west coast. Eager to spread

Islam, they decided to eradicate idolatry in India, loot the wealth, and spread their religion. They were supported

by the Khalifs (the supreme religious and political leaders of the Islamic state). A young Sultan like Muhammad-

bin-Qasim occupied the capital of Sindh in 710 CE. Thus began the rule of the Arabs in Sindh. Gradually,

during the Ghazani and Ghori periods, Hindus were recruited into the army for administrative purposes. This

led to feelings of friendship between Hindus and Muslims. As a result, Hindus became part of the ruling class.

In such a situation, Islam influenced Hindu culture, and Hindu culture influenced Islamic culture. Their culture

and traditions became part of Indian culture as Islam was established in India. This led to a mixed culture in

India. Further, new culture and traditions emerged in society as natives such as the Greeks, Persians, Pahlavis,

and Kushans ruled parts of India for a period of time.
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            Culture is generally defined as the characteristics of the people living in a particular place, such as food

habits, languages, festivals, marriage systems, pastimes, ethnicity, religion, caste systems, traditions, and objects,

etc. With the passage of time, there have been many changes in this Indian culture. Non-Muslims pay the Jizya

tax. Unable to bear such taxes, some converted to Islam. Muslims called Hindus “Kaffirs” (a person who

disbelieves in god as per Islam, denies his authority, or rejects the tenets of Islam) and Hindus called Muslims

“Mlechchas” (people of foreign extraction in ancient India) to protect their religion. Many foreign poets, artists,

and writers settled in India and introduced new ritual traditions. As harmony between Hindus and Muslims

grew, they both began to follow their respective customs. Hindus and Muslims imitated each other. Some

Hindus who converted to Islam followed certain Islamic customs, which influenced language, sentiment, religion,

ritual, and physical culture.

            Historian Tarachand, in his book, “Impact of Islam on Indian Culture,” describes the social and

cultural revival in the South due to the influence of Islamic culture. Muslim Arabs had trade relations with South

India for several centuries before the advent of Islam in India. However, these foreigners gradually adopted

Hinduism and its culture. These invaders claimed to be descendants of Kshatriyas. It was the beginning of

Rajput culture, art, literature, poetry, and drama. Malwa, Kanauj, Bengali, Kashmir, Ajmer, Gwalior, Chittor,

Ranthambore, and Mandu emerged as sites not only of Rajput valour but also of new culture, architecture, and

literature.

            Indo-Iranian sea trade led to many people settling in the country. Some of these foreign traders settled

in Sri Lanka and Malabar. Some Arab Muslims also went to Sindh and Gujarat. Gradually, from the 12th

century A.D. on, the definite influence of Islamic culture on Indian society can be observed. Hindus and

Muslims are two distinct cultures that have interacted and synthesised over time. Islamic traditions in India

continued until India’s independence and the partition of the country. The first stage was a conflict between

Hindu and Islamic traditions, and the later stage saw religious warfare (Jihad) undertaken by Muslim rulers with

the help of the Ulema. Because of this, the impact of Islam on Indian culture has been both negative and

positive. Muslims also adopted many Hindu practices. On the other hand, Indian society and culture are largely

influenced by Islamic tradition. The influence of Islam can be seen on Hindu language, religion, traditions,

rituals, art, architecture, music, calligraphy, coins, etc.
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4.1 Impact on Language and Culture:

Since ancient times, the arrival of many foreigners in India has revolutionised the social and cultural conditions

of the country. As Muslims have distinct customs, languages, civilizations, and cultures, they have retained their

uniqueness without being assimilated into Indian society. Muslims mainly had trade relations with countries in

West Asia. “Language” served as an important tool to manage all this properly. Their religion, literature,

architectural traditions, and customs were introduced into India through the Arabic and Persian languages.

Persian was the official language of the Mughals. This language is essential for recognition, power, and status

under Islamic rule. The “Urdu” language emerged out of integration into the mainstream of Muslim life and

among different religions and races in the army. Urdu is a combination of Persian, Arabic, and Hindi language

words. The Urdu language has had an indelible influence on Indian culture. Amir Khusrau was the first Urdu

poet and wrote many works. Hindi-language words are used in these works. He commented that Hindi is not

inferior to Persian. Persian words were incorporated into various dialects and transformed back into them.

            For example, the Telugu word “kaburu” is derived from the word “khabar,” and the word ‘puramaimpu’

is derived from the word ‘formayei.” Apart from these, many literary works have been translated into different

languages. Hindu writers like Rai Bhanamal wrote in Persian about Muslim ideas and traditions. The Hindi

language was also influenced by Muslim contact. It differs in terminology. There is Muslim influence in grammar,

alliteration, and styles. The Turco-Afghans have greatly influenced literature in India. Books like Hasan Nizami’s

Taj-ul-Maa’sir, Qazi Minhaj-us-Siraj’s Tabaqat-i-Nasiri, etc. affected the Hindus. Bengali gained status as a

result of the efforts of Bengal’s Muslim rulers. With its vocabulary in the Hindi language, Islam contributed to

the growth of local languages in the country. The Bhakti movement gave impetus to the development of vernacular

literature. Religious reformers and saints wrote, spoke, and preached in a language easily understood by the

people. Hindi, Marathi, Bengali, Maithili, Punjabi, and other regional languages flourished.

4.2 Impact on Ideas of Culture:

Although Hindus and Muslims are religiously different, their ideas are very similar in many respects. An idea is

a feeling; it is a matter of a living system. Treating everything equally, adopting a compromise attitude, and being

kind and hardworking are practices practiced by all, irrespective of religion. Everyone followed the ‘non-

violence’ approach of Buddhism, which meant changes in human feelings. Islam also followed these practices.

Sufis accepted the principles of Buddhism. The Mohammedans also followed these methods of worship and

devotion to God. Hindus learned many things from Muslims. For example, they learned about the modernization
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of the army, methods of warfare, medical procedures, and much more. The Rajputs and Vijayanagara kings, in

particular, learned how to protect their religion. Many of Kalidasa’s works and many other Hindu texts have

been translated into Persian and other languages. Islamic texts have also been translated into many Indian

languages. These have brought about changes in the sentiments of the Hindu people. “Sati and child marriage

were common in Hindu society. This is not the case in Islamic tradition.

4.3 Impact on Religious Culture:

In Islam, monotheism, modest worship, social equality, fraternity, charity, and the observance of Quranic

precepts inspired Hindus. Rituals, idol worship, old traditions, the varna system, ostentatious festivals, animal

sacrifices, yagnas, social inequalities, the caste system, etc. contributed to the weakening of Hinduism. To

reform these, the “Bhakti” movement was started. That is, Islam and Sufism’s religious influence on the Bhakti

movement. Hindu scholars and intellectuals also recognised the need for Bhakti and Sufi movements. Most of

the Muslims were opposed to religious fundamentalism. The cult of tombs and dargahs of fakirs, like Hindus,

began in Islam. Astrology started among Muslims.

            Islam influenced Hinduism. It broke the supremacy of the Brahmins and withheld the royal patronage

given to Hinduism by earlier Hindu rulers. Islam brought human equality, pride in one religion, and a legal

system to India. The egalitarian outlook of Islam and the deep faith Muslims have in their religion have influenced

Hindu society. Charles Eliot, in his book “Hinduism and Buddhism,” writes that Ramanuja and Shankaracharya

were “greatly influenced by Islam.” Tara Chand points out that “the concept of unity of God was Islam’s gift to

India, and Shankaracharya was so influenced by Islamic theology that he borrowed the concept of unity of

God from his contact with Muslims.”

4.4 Impact on Hindu Traditions and Rituals:

Indians have many traditions dating back to ancient times. The practice of Varnashrama dharma has existed

since the Rig-Veda period. Rituals include receiving food and drink, feasting, participating in entertainments,

taking part in communal and private functions, and organising festivals. Some foreigners also follow similar

practices. But when the Mohammedans came to India, they destroyed some Hindu temples, encouraged

religious conversions, and raised taxes, causing some damage to Hindu religious practices. The dominance of

Brahmins decreased, but some sacrificed religious practices for power and money. Those who came to Islam

through religious conversions were given good recognition and facilities. It means that religions were used for

the selfish interests of individuals.
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            Ulema and Sufis are also highly respected in Islam. Sheikhs like the Syyads, Patans, and Khans

exercised social dominance. Many Hindu customs were adopted in Islam. For example, belief in horoscopes,

auspicious lagnas, and omens increased. Islam observes rites for the dead, such as the removal of moustaches,

beards, and hair, and the changing of bandages following the death of the husband, among other things. There

were “Bairags” among the Muslims. From Muslims, Hindus learned the importance of dressing, eating together,

fasting, and speaking Urdu; they also learned about kindness, equality, and modesty in Islam. While Muslims

studied Hindu scriptures, yoga, vedanta, medicine, and astrology. Hindus learned geography, chemistry,

mathematics, and Unani medicine from Muslims. Changes occurred in music, literature, art, and architecture.

Hindus practiced the use of perfumes and spices, drinking liquor, holding durbars, and practicing polygamy.

Food was also affected as a result of Islamic contact; for example, Muslim dishes such as Biryani, Kabab, and

Palan, etc., were adopted by Hindus. Muslims also believe in astrology, logic, miracles, and ghosts. Similarly,

Muslims also celebrate the Hindu festivals of Holi, Sankranti, Dussehra, and Diwali. For example, during the

time of Muhammad-bin-Tughlaq, similar festivals were celebrated. Similarly, Vijayanagara kings enlisting Muslims

in the army is a proof of supreme tolerance. Among Muslims, there was the purdah system, child marriages

(Hindu society), and slavery, but it became normal after the Muslim conquest of India. Muslims also influenced

the dress, food, and social etiquette of the upper classes of Hindu society. Another result of the emergence of

Islam in India was the restoration of India’s relations with the outside world. Thus, Islam left an indelible mark

on Hinduism, customs, and religious traditions.

4.5 Impact on Art and Architecture:

Since ancient times, Hindu kings have built many monuments and structures. Hindus also made many idols, like

Jain and Buddhist gods like Mahavira and Buddha. Similarly, the Vedic community learned to build temples in

the form of stupas, chaityas, and viharas. Many sculptures and artefacts are incorporated into their structures.

Buildings are built according to one method, i.e., according to Vastu Shastra. Similarly, during the Muhammadan

period, the structures combined into Indo-Islamic architectural features. That means Hindu and Islamic traditions

are seen in some buildings.

The arrival of Islam in India had an impact on Indian architecture; the spirit of synthesis was also

evident in the fine arts. Indo-Muslim architecture is an example of the spirit of synthesis and harmony. The

salient features of Muslim architecture were massive and extensive buildings and mosques, aspiring domes, tall

minarets, lofty portals, open courtyards, huge walls without sculptures, geometrical patterns, and calligraphic

inscriptions. In Hindu art, there was vastness, stability, majesty, magnificence, sublimity, and infinite richness
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and variety. The spiritual and aesthetic concepts of the Hindus were expressed in their art. With the advent of

Islam, the Muslim and Hindu systems of architecture were synthesized. Both Hindu and Muslim art differed

fundamentally in their ideals and techniques. Hindu art was decorative and gorgeous, and Muslim art was

marked with puritanical simplicity. A new type of Indian architecture came into existence on account of the

impact of Islam on India. Islam brought to India new architectural elements like the arch, the dome, mosques,

tombs, and symmetry. Arabic and Persian languages are written in mosques and tombs. Muslims took their

models from Arabia, Persia, and Farghana. The mausoleum of the Taj Mahal is a surprising beauty. The

architecture in Bengal developed a mixed style that combined Muslim art with the outstanding elements of

Hindu art. The Jaunpur style of architecture represents a happy blending of Hindu and Muslim ideas about

architecture.

            Fergusson describes it as an Indo-Sarcenic structure. Havel considers it to be purely Indian “soul and

body.” Sir John Marshall and R.C. Majumdar state that “Indo-Islamic art is neither a mere indigenous Islamic

art nor a modified form of Hindu art.” The assimilation and synthesis between Hindu and Islamic cultures led to

the formation of new styles. According to Dr. Tarachand, “craftsmanship, rich ornamentation, simple design,

arcaded form, plain domes, smooth walls, and spacious interiors were the domain of Muslim architecture.”

The Red Fort, Jama Masjid, Qutab Minar, Taj Mahal, etc. are good examples. Through China and Central

Asia, Islamists introduced gunpowder, papermaking, martial arts, and medicine to India. As a result of the

fusion of Hindu and Islamic cultures, a composite culture was created. It had an impact on Indian society. It is

no exaggeration to say that it is still evident in language, religion, customs, and material culture.

4.6 Influence on Music:

Indian music and musical instruments were also influenced. New instruments were made. For instance, the

tabla is a Hindu musical instrument similar to the mridanga. The Indian Veena was made with the Iranian

Tambura and the Sitar. This led to a fusion of Hindu and Iranian musical systems. The evolution of light songs

like ‘Qawwalis’ with Muslim singers and the introduction of a different classical tone led to radical changes in

Indian music. Sufi saints brought music to India. Hamid ud-din, a philosopher, Sufi leader, and Qazi of Delhi,

was the first musician permitted to sing at IItutmish’s court. Sangita-Ratnakara, a great Sanskrit compilation,

was composed in 1238 during the reign of Firoz Shah, son of Iltutmish. Sultan Ala-ud-Din-Khalji preferred

and patronised music. Changi, Fatuha, Nasir Khan, Bahroz, and Amir Khusro were all masters of music and

literature. Amir Khusro was the creator of Khari Boli poetry. He introduced Qawwali and Tarana. He composed

many ragas like Jiluf, Saparda, and Sajgiri. Nayak Gopal was a great musician. The fusion of Hindus and
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Muslims created a new life in the field of music. Akbar’s court had a large number of musicians, among them

Tansen, a famous musician. Lal Khan was given the title of Guna-Samudra (Ocean of Talent). Dance is

another aspect of Hindu and Muslim fine arts in general. The Kathak dance style is influenced by Muslim

countries.

4.7 Influences on Pictorial Art and Calligraphy:

A new style of pictorial art in India was developed jointly by Hindus and Muslims. Painting is forbidden for

orthodox Muslims. Mughal painting was a fusion of Indian and foreign influences. The art of calligraphy (writing

letters beautifully) was popular in Muslim countries and was brought to India by the Muslims. The Mughal

rulers gave prominence to the art of calligraphy in India. Syed Ali Khan was a master in the art of calligraphy.

4.8 Impact on Coins:

The coins of the Sultanate period show Hindu-Muslim fusion. Early Muslim coins have Nagari inscriptions.

Mohammed Ghori struck coins for the Hindu kings of Kanauj with the figure of the Hindu goddess Lakshmi.

Some Muslim coins have Nandi, horseman, and Nagari script. Muslim influence can be seen in the tanks,

basins, and waterfalls they built.

According to K.N. Panikkar, Indian society was divided due to the introduction of Islam and Muslim

rule. Neither Buddhism nor Jainism influenced this division, but Islam divided Indian society into two distinct

sects: Hindus and Muslims. Over time, these two divisions evolved into two separate nations within the same

country. To strengthen their position against the propagation and spread of Islam, Hindus introduced many

social taboos and caste rules. Under the influence of Islam, continuous progress disappeared from the lives of

Hindus. Influence of Islam on language, religion, customs, art and architecture, music, visual art, calligraphy,

and coins, etc.

4.9 Essay Questions:

1. Write an Essay on Impact of Islam on Indian Culture?

4.10 Short Questions:

1. Definitions of Religion and Culture?

2. Islam impact on Hindu Traditions?
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3. What is mean by Culture?

4.11 Multiple Choice Questions:

1. The Term ‘Islam’ Means

A) Submission

B) Peace

C) Thankfulness

D) Belief of God

2. With the fall of the Ottoman Empire, which of the following countries moved toward embracing secular

Nationalism?

A) Pakistan

B) Turkey

C) Iran

D) India

E) Saudi Arabia

3. Which of the following is part of Muslim Belief?

A) Prophecy

B) The day of Judgment

C) The After Life

D) All of the above

4. The Chapters of the Quran are known as?

A) Surahs

B) Sunnahs
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C) Sufis

D) Shariah

5. Who is Khalifa?

A) Head of Islamic World

B) Head of Justice

C) Head of Army

D) Head of Family

6. Find out the First Urdu Poet in the following?

A) Nizami

B) Barani

C) Tansen

D) Amir Kushru

7) Who is the Author of Tabaqat-i-Nasiri?

        A) Barani

        B) Amir Kushru

        C) Minhas-us-Siraj

        D) Hamid-ud-din

8) Urdu is a combination of?

A) Persia

B) Hindi

C) Arabic
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D) All the Above

Answers: 1) A

                2) B

                3) D

                4) A

                5) A

                6) D

                7) C

                8) D

4.12 Suggested Readings:

1. Tara Chand., Influence of Islam on Indian Culture

2. Asghar Ali Engineer (Ed)., Islam In India: The Impact of Civilisations

3. Mohammad Yasin., A Social History of Islamic India 1605-1748

4. Mohammad Mujeeb., Islamic Influence on Indian Society

You Tube Videos:

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WtcnXtmozbo&list=PLbD1jXjL6WVaNj0aWx22hHkD5pUcdT2MT

 https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=mSRN0_3fb50&list=PLbD1jXjL6WVaNj0aWx22hHkD5pUcdT2MT&index=3

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xnG8WB-

RbKY&list=PLbD1jXjL6WVaNj0aWx22hHkD5pUcdT2MT&index=4

 https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=Ff_97COeiOU&list=PLbD1jXjL6WVaNj0aWx22hHkD5pUcdT2MT&index=8
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Sufi and Bhakti Movements

5.0 Learning Outcomes

5.0.1 Origin of Sufism in India

5.1 Growth of Sufism

5.2 Sufis and Ulemas

5.3 Principles of Sufism

5.4 Ghazali

5.5 Sufi Orders

      5.5.1 Chisti Order

      5.5.2  Suharwardi Order

      5.5.3 Firdausi Order

      5.5.4 Qadiri Order

      5.5.5 Nakshabandi Order

      5.5.6 Sattari Order

5.6  Bhakti Movement

5.7 Bhakti Movement- Circumstances

5.8 Bahkti Movement Characteristics’

5.9 Schools of Thought

         5.9.1 Nirguna Saint Traditions

         5.9.2 Saguna Saint Traditions
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5. 10 South Indian Bhakti Movement

         5. 10.1 Sankaracharya

         5.10.2 Ramanujacharya

         5.10.3 Nimbarka

         5.10.4 Madhvacharya

         5.10.5 Vallabhacharya

5.11 Bhakti Movement in North India

         5.11.1  Ramananda

         5.11.2 Jayadeva

         5.11.3 Chaitanya

        5.11.4 Mirabai

        5.11.5 Kabir

        5.11.6 Guru Nanak

5. 12 Bhakti Movement in Maharashtra

        5.12.1 Jnanadeva

        5.12.2 Namadeva

        5.12.3 Eknath

        5.12.4 Tukaram

        5.12.5 Samarth Ramdas

        5.12.6 Bahina Bai

5.13 Other Bhakti Saints

        5.13.1 Tulasi Das

        5.13.2 Surdas
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        5.13.3 Chandi Das

        5.13.4 Mauk Das

        5.13.5 Dadu Dayal

        5.13.6 Raidas

        5.13.7 Sundar Das

        5.13.8 Birbhan

        5.13.9 Sankar Dev

        5.13.10 Narasingh Mehta

5. 14 Results of the Bhakti Movement

5.15 Impact of the Bhakti Movement

        5.15.1 Social Impact

        5.15.2 Religious Impact

        5.15.3 Cultural Impact

        5.15.4 Economic Impact

        5.15.5 Political Impact

5.16 Essay Questions

5.17 Short Questions

5.18 Multiple Choice Questions

5.19 Suggested Readings

5.0 Learning Outcomes:

After Reading this Chapter the Students will be able to

 Learn Origin of Sufism in India and its Growth

 Know the Principles of Sufism and its Orders
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 Learn the Bhakti Movement Characteristics

 Different Schools of Thoughts

 South, North Indian and Maharastra Bhakti Saints

 Results and Impact of the Bhakti Movement

India’s civilization and culture have a long history. India’s culture has a unique feature. That’s what it

takes to imbibe any culture in itself. Many kinds of foreigners have come and settled in India since

ancient times. In India, Greeks, Shakas, Huns, Pahlavis, Persians, etc., settled down and became part

of Indian culture. The Arabs and Persians initially had their own unique religion, customs, culture,

heritage, and architecture. There are several attempts were made to convert Hindus to Islam but not

successes. While the Hindus worked for the protection of religion, the Muslims tried to spread Islam.

In these efforts, Hindus and Muslims were divided into two classes, but over time, they became

accustomed to living together. As a result, the influence of their cultures fell on each other. Thus,

rituals, traditions, language, costumes, and festivals have all been influenced by society. As part of

the emergence of this composite culture, the Sufi and Bhakti movements started and initiated reforms

in the religions. The Sufi and Bhakti movements in mediaeval India saw the rise of a form of religious

expression among the masses. These movements brought about changes in society. Sufis are spiritualists

based on an egalitarian society in which universal love is central. The Bhakti saints changed Hinduism

by introducing Bhakti as a means of attaining God. They considered that all human beings are equal,

irrespective of caste, religion, or creed. The greatest merit of both of these parallel religious movements

is that they freed Indian society from dogmatic beliefs, ritualism, caste, communal hatred, and so on.

These movements were democratic and prospered without even the slightest ill-will or conflict. On

the contrary, both contributed to each other’s religious ideas and practices. Love and liberalism were

the keynotes of the Sufi and Bhakti movements.

5.0.1 Origin of Sufism in India:

The name “Sufism” is associated with the coarse wool garments that Sufi saints wore as a mark of

their rejection of worldly things. The method of their realizing God was the renunciation of the World

and Worldly pleasures. According to one view, there are several debates on the origin of the word

“sufi.” According to this view, the Sufi saints wore garments of coarse wool (suf) as a badge of poverty.

The term “Sufi” has been derived from the word “sufi.” In general, scholars say that Sufi is a word
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origin from the word ‘safa’, which means ‘pure’. They say that those who were pious were called Sufis.

Another view is that the word Sufi came out of the word “sooph,” whose meaning is wool. According

to Abu Nasral Sarraj, the author of an Arabic treatise on Sufism, “Sufi” is a word derived from suf

(wool). Some scholars have traced its origin to the Greek word “Sophia,” which means “knowledge.”

Jahiz of Basra was the first writer to use the word “Sufi” in 869 A.D. According to Jami, the word Sufi

was first applied to Abu Hashim of Kufra before 800 A.D. According to Aul-Kusheri, this word was

introduced in 811 A.D. Before India, Basra was their main residing place where Sufis from various

countries came and settled and discussed about mysteries of the world. The majorities of the Sufis

was great devotees and were unhappy at the moral decline in Islam after the establishment of the

Islamic empire. The Khanqah was the centre of the activity of the Muslim Sufis.

Sufis engage in distinct forms of ritual prayer, “dhikr,” i.e., “Zikr,” meaning “remembrance,”

as well as bodily rituals such as those practised by “Whirling Dervishes,” a Turkish Sufi order that

practises meditation and contemplation of God through spinning. A group of religious thinkers who

awakened the people about God and religion did everything to establish brotherhood between Hindus

and Muslims. They were called “Sufi” saints. They train disciples in the philosophical principles and

practises of Sufism. They also wrote poetry and hymns. Some of the famous literature of the Islamic

world has been written by Sufis.

5.1 Growth of Sufism:

Sufism was an important religious movement in India during the mediaeval period. According to K.A.

Nizami, “the main sources of Sufism are the holy Quran and the life and history of the Prophet

Mohammad.  The Prophet Muhammad founded Islam in the 6th century A.D.; gradually, this religion

became very popular in the Arab countries and was recognised as one of the world’s religions. The

Arabs and Turks began to spread Islam. The first Muslim rule in India began in 712 A.D., when the

Arabs occupied the Indus region of India. The various Sufi saints had come to settle in India in the

eleventh and twelfth centuries. There are many Sufi activists were lived during the period of the

Sultans of Delhi and the Mughals, who lived in simplicity.

The Sufis were popular in Persia in the tenth century. They came to India from Persia and other

Central Asian countries via Afghanistan on their own free will. Sufism emerged in India in the eleventh

and twelfth centuries. One of the early Sufis of eminence was Al-Hujwari, popularly known as Data
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Ganj Baksh (Distributor of Unlimited Treasure). Sufi Rabia (a lady) in the eighth century and Mansur

Bin Halaz in the tenth century were among the initial Sufis, who placed emphasis on the loving

relationship between god and man. Mansur Bin Halaz was the first Sufi who proclaimed himself as the

Anal Haqq. Bayazid Bustami, a Persian saint, who introduced the element of ecstasy and mystic

doctrine of the immanence of god. Abdullah al-Muhasibi was the first Sufi writer who used the Christian

gospel. Who died in 857 A.D. Among the Sufi saints, Ibnul Arabi was the first to establish the principle

of Wahadat-ul-Wazud, which means “God is everywhere and is reflected in everyone.” Simply, we can

say “unity of being.” By the twelfth century, Sufis were divided into twelve orders. Each order had a

leader, or chief.

By the fourteenth century, Sufism had spread to Kashmir, Bihar, Bengal, and the Deccan. Their

emphasis on a pure life, devotional love, and service to humanity made them popular and earned

them a place of honour in Indian society. The philosophy of the Sufis is that union with God can be

achieved through the love of God. They were tolerant of other religions and sects. They sincerely

believed that there could be many paths to reach God. The Sufis generally lived in isolation. This was

to be free from the attacks of the orthodox Muslims. Sufism was a revolt against orthodox Islam as

Bhakti movement was to Hindus.

5.2 Sufis and Ulemas:

The Sufis believed that the ulema misinterpreted Islam to suit their material needs. The identification

of state with religion made the ulemas deviate from their original democratic and egalitarian principle.

The ulemas accused the Sufis of being liberal. The Sufis accused the Ulemas of materialist attitudes.

The Sufis were organised into different religious orders under the leadership of the Pir or Shaik. The

members of these orders were called fakirs or dervishes. The Sufis lived a holy life and believed in

God as the Holy Disciplined God. The path of love was taught. The Sufis preached that love is a way to

get rid of the ego, become absorbed in God, and reach God. The Sufis believed that music was dear to

God, and the Sufis preferred love and treated other religions with patience. Some of the Sufi prophets

were influenced by Hinduism. Sufis live in separate places away from society.

The Sufis pointed out the shortcomings of Islam. The Sufis agitated against the customs and

traditions of Islam. The “ulemas” of Islam have been accused of distorting the “Quranted against the
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customs and traditions of Islam. The “ulemas” of Islam have been accused of distorting the “Quran.”

The Sufis criticized the ulemas for interfering in politics by teaching things that were not in the Quran.

The Sufis opposed the Ulemas for not following the values of humanity, getting accustomed to material

sects and pleasures, and teaching the principles of true Islam. The Sufis were particularly criticised

for being anti-Islam and encouraging rebellions. But the Sufis stayed away from them and preached

that they could be devoted to the service of Islam and human service. Happiness could be attained

through “bhakti.” These Sufis occupied a prominent place in medieval India. The teachings of the Sufis

were followed by Hindus and Muslims. The Sufis formed different classes under the legal command of

the “Veer” or “Sheikhs” and followed Hindu religious rituals such as fasting, meditation, devotion,

love, and a simple life. Individuals in these Sufi communities were called “fakirs or darvesh.”

5.3 Principles of Sufism:

The main principles of Sufism were

1. Oneness of God: it believes in the oneness of God. They called him Allah or Rahim. They followed

Prophet Mohammad Teachings and gave importance to the teachings of their own Guru or Pir.

According to Sufi saints, God is above ‘wishes’, Sight, above ‘extent ‘and beyond ‘diversities’.

2. Atma: Sufi saints consider the atma as God. The atma consists of five external and five internal

elements. They welcome death, but they agree that without the mercy of the Lord, God, and Atma,

they cannot unite.

3. They believed that God had created this world. It is not illusionary, it is mirror in which god reflected.

4. Human Beings: According to Sufi saints, man is supreme amongst all beings. All living beings try to

imitate man.

5. Quran and Mysticism: The Sufis believed that the Quran was a great work. According to sufi

mysticism, one should not fear the “Quhar” of Allah.

6. Pir or Guru and His Importance: A Sufi devotee considers him his pir or guru, who is a full being.

They believed that nothing can be achieved without the grace of the Pir.

7. Attainment of Goal: The ultimate goal of Sufism is attaining identity with Allah.
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8. Stress on Devotion: Sufis hope to attend God through love and devotion, which leads to the disclosure

of the secret of the Lord and attaining nearness with him.

5.4 Ghazali:

Abu Hamid al-Ghazali: (1058-1111 A.D) a philosopher and a theologian provided a real metaphysical

basis for Sufism. He tried to reconcile it with orthodox Islam. Abdul Karim al Jili, who wrote a treatise

named “Insan al Kamal.” He also wrote a commentary on “Futuhat al-Makhiyah.” He believed that

man attains spiritual perfection by passing through four stages. After the Ghaznavis’ conquest of the

Punjab, a large number of Sufi saints migrated to India. Shaik Ismail of Lahore was the first among

them. He was followed by Shaik Ali bin Usman al Hujwairi, popularly known as “Data Ganj Baksh.” His

tomb in Lahore is a popular shrine in Punjab. He might be described as the founder of the Sufi cult in

India. He wrote a manual on Sufism entitled Kashful Mahjub. Sayyid Ahmed-Sultan-Sakhi-Sarwar,

popularly known as Lakhdata, He died at Shahkot, near Multan, in 1080.

5.5 Sufis orders:

Abul Fazl in his Ain-i-Akbari wrote that there were 14 silsilas among the Sufis. These silsilahs were

divided into two types: bashara and be-shara. Ba-shara was those orders that followed the Islamic

Law (Sharia) and its directives such as namaz and roza. The be-Shara silsilahs were not bound by the

Sharia. The Qalandars belonged to this group. Chief amongst these were the Chishti, Suhrawardi,

Firdawsi, Qadiri, and Naqshbandi silsilahs. Sufi orders emerged as major social organisations in the

Islamic community. An order is also called a tariqah, which is the Arabic word for “path” or “way.” Sufi

orders include a broad spectrum of activities and are part of the religious life of the general population.

They began to gather groups of followers around themselves. Mysticism is the main principle in

Sufism. Sufi orders were characterised by centrally prescribed rituals that involved regular meetings

for the recitation of prayers, poems, and selections from the Quran. These meetings were usually

described as acts of “remembering God” or dhikr (zikr). In addition, daily devotional exercises include

special meditation, asceticism, and devotion. The founder was the spiritual guide, who would swear a

special oath of obedience to him as their shaykh, or teacher. As orders continued, the record of the

transmission of the ritual would be preserved in a formal chain of spiritual descent, called a silsilah.

The main Sufi sects in India are very well developed. They are

5.5.1 Chishti Order:
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This order was founded by Khwaja Adbul Chishtiin Herat. This branch was introduced in India in the

13th century by “Khwaja- Muin-uddin Chishti (1141-1236)” of Ajmer. He was the founder of the Chishti

order in India. He believed that the greatest form of devotion to God was in the service of humanity.

He taught that God can be reached through devotional music. He said only one God. Ajmer became a

leading pilgrimage centre during the Mughal period because the emperors regularly visited the sheikh’s

tomb. Even today, millions of devotees visit his dargah. Sultan Iltutmish dedicated the Qutub Minar to

Saint Qutubuddin Bakhtiyar Kaki. This branch is very popular in Delhi, Bengal, Nagaur, and Ajmer.

Ziauddin Barani and Amir Khudra belong to this sect. Sheikh Hamid-ud-din and sheikh Qutb-ud-din-

Baktiyar Kaki, sheikh Farid-ud-din Masud Ganj-i-Shaker, sheikh Nizam-ud-din-Auliya (Delhi), sheikh

Baba Farid, Amir Kushru, sheikh Hamid-ud-din-Nagauri, sheikh Nasir-ud-din-Mahmud (the Chiragh of

Delhi or the lamp of Delhi), Baba Farid, and sheikh Salim Chisti were important. Akbar visited the tomb

of Sheikh Salim Chishti. They depended on the charity of ordinary people. They lead lives of poverty

and asceticism.

5.5.2 Suhrawardi Order:  

Its founder was Shaikh-Sihab-uddin-Suhrawardi 91145-1234) of Baghdad. This branch is very popular

in the Indus and Multan regions of India. His disciples settled in northwestern India. One of them was

Shaikh Bahaud-din Zakaria Suharwardi (1182-1263), who was the founder of the Suharwardi order in

India. This branch is the oldest of all the branches. He set up a leading khanqah in Multan, which was

visited by rulers, high government officials, and rich merchants. Sheikh Bahauddin Zakariya openly

took the Iltutmish side in his struggle against Qabacha and received from him the title Shaikhul Islam

(Leader of Islam). The Suhrawardis maintained close contacts with the state. They accepted gifts,

jagirs, and even government posts in the ecclesiastical department. Badruddin Arif (Multan Branch),

Jalal-ud-din-Surkh Bukhari (Uchch Branch), and Shaikh Jalal-ud-din-Tabrez were the other prominent

Sufi saints. The Punjab, Sindh, and Bengal became the prominent centres of Suharwardi activities.

5.5.3 Firdausi Order:

This was founded by Firdausi. His followers mostly lived in the “Bihar” region. It was popularised by

Sheikh Harfuddin  Yahya, who was a disciple of Khwaja Nizamuddin Firdausi. He tried to bring about

modern Islamic law. In India, they established monasteries (called Khans). These are useful for spiritual

gatherings. The Sufis of these sects tried, like the Bhakti movement, to bring about reforms in the
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religion of Islam. It is popular in Ajmer, Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Bengal, Orissa, Aurangabad,

Gulbarga, Bijapur, and Hyderabad. The Sufis studied Hinduism and Vedanta. The Sufis stopped eating

non-vegetarian food and influenced Indian culture. Religious tolerance was followed. This encouraged

the Bhakti movement. But because the Sufis were away from society, they could not carry out full-

fledged social reforms.

5.5.4 Qadiri Order:

This was founded by Shaikh Abdul Qadir Jilani (1077–1166) of Bagdad. This order reached India in the

15th century A.D. It was popularised in India by Shah Niamatullah Makhdum Jilani. Shailk Abdul Haq

Muhaddis of Delhi (1551–1642) had Qadiri preceptors. The followers of this order were opposed to

music and singing. They wore green turbans. Dara Shikoh, the eldest son of Shah Jahan, was a follower

of this order. Uchch (Sindh), Agra, and other places are the main centers.

5.5.5 Nakshabandi Order:

This order was founded in India by the followers of Khwaja Pir Muhammad. It was popularised in India

by Khwaja Baqi Billah (1563–1603), who came to Delhi from Kabul in the last years of the reign of

Abar. This order reached its climax under the leadership of Sheikh Ahmad Sirhindi (1564–1624). He

was the most distinguished disciple of Baqi Billah. His first pamphlet, “Raddi-i-Rawafid,” was written

against the Shia religion. He propagated his own theory of the “unity of phenomena” and criticised

the pantheistic philosophy of the Sufis. Shah Walliullah (1702–1762), another Sufi saint, was very

famous.

5.5.6 The Shattari Order:

Shah Abdullah brought the Sattari Order to India. Muhammad Ghauth 91485-1562) of Gwaliar was the

most important. He was a disciple of Haji Hamid Husur. He was the author of “Jawahar-i-Khamsah”

and “Khalid-i-Makhazin.” These books deal with Sufi doctrines and practices. His other book, “Bahr-

al-Hayat,” or “Ocean of Life,” describes the practises of the yogis. Shaikh Qadiri, Wajih-al-Din (Gujarathi),

and Shah Pir (Meerut) were the most prominent of this order. In this order, Pir was the only direct

communicator with all the Sufi saints.

The other Sufi orders that existed in India included Madariya or Tabaqatiya, Gurzmar,

Jalaliyamusa, Sohagiya, and the Wahabi, but those orders had little influence on the people. Apart
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from these Sufis, there was a class of Muslim ascetics known as Qalandars who were allied with the

Chisti and Suharwardi orders.

Many Sufi saints influenced society politically, religiously, socially, and culturally. They were

responsible for the spread of Islam among the masses in various parts of India. The concepts of

equality, simplicity, devotion to God, spirituality, morality, discipline, liberalism, and brotherhood

attracted the lower classes in society. A.L. Srivastava, in his “medieval Indian culture,” mentioned

that although the Sufi movement might have in the long run exerted some influence on the

contemporary Hindu religious practices, the Hindus in general kept themselves aloof from the Muslim

Sufi saints for a pretty long time. Some Hindus of the lower classes might have come into contact with

the Sufis, but the bulk of them did not associate with them. “It was from the time of Akbar that the

Hindus came into close contact with them, and with the passage of time, a large number of Hindu

intellectuals not only associated themselves with Muslim Sufis but also adopted Sufi thought, behavior,

and practices.”

Bhakti Movement

“The most important of all the religious movements of the Middle Ages was the Bhakti movement.”

Like Jainism and Buddhism, there is also the Bhakti movement, which is a religious reform movement.

The Bhakti movement was opposed to the predominance of mantras, rituals, and religious differences

in Hinduism at that time. The Bhakti movement was preached as a doctrine.

The word “bhakti” comes to us first in the Svetasvatara Upanishad. The word “bhakti” is derived

from the word “bhaj.” or one can describe it as “bhakti,” remembering God with initiation or having

intense love for God. Bhakti cannot be precisely defined. Narada defines it as “devotion of love towards

God.” Literally, Bhkati means “attachment to the god.” Another definition is that the path of loving

devotion to a particular god or deity is superior to all other paths. Moksha can be attained through

“Bhakti.” The Shaiva (Nayanars) and Vaishnava (Alwars) religious sects of India popularised this idea

of bhakti. Some historians believe that with the beginning of Muslim rule in India in the 8th century,

some Hindus started a movement called “Bhakti” without being influenced by religion. The Bhakti

movement sought to correct the flaws in Hinduism, bridge the gap between Hinduism and Christianity,

and strive for unity between them. Bhakti started as an internal process, and then many Bhakti activists

went out and taught that God can be approached through “Bhakti.”
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5.7 The Circumstances that led to the Bhakti Movement are:

The social and religious conditions in India led to the Bhakti movement. The defects of Hinduism, its

rituals, traditions, beliefs, and idolatry, have somewhat undermined the supremacy of Hinduism. The

rise in the importance of Islam and the rise of conversions laid the foundation of the Bhakti movement.

People explored the path of simplicity and devotion without rituals. This is due to the rampant polytheism

of Hinduism, the strong varna system, corruption among the Brahmins, social evils, untouchability,

animal sacrifices, etc. The other causes are Hindu-Muslim integration, Muslim sovereignty, the path

of knowledge of Shankaracharya, the propagation of Sufi saints, the rise of saint devotees, etc. Its

importance has decreased. It was during this time that some of the reformers took up the Bhakti

movement along with the revival of Islam. For the revival of Hinduism, “Bhakti” was used as a tool to

instil confidence in religion among the common people, and it succeeded.

5.8 The Bhakti Movement’s Characteristics:                  

The Bhakti movement in the Middle Ages mainly had the following characteristics:

1. Condemned polytheism.

2. God is called in various forms and by different names only. God is one.

3. They preached that “bhakti” is a way of attaining moksha and that all are worthy of moksha.

4. One should be devoted to God and worship with devotion.

5. Gurus are needed to teach the path of Bhakti, and trust must be placed in the gurus. Only then will

the gurus teach knowledge to the disciples.

6. Bhakti movement activists condemned the varna system and preached that all human beings are

equal. It is suggested that you give up attachments and lead a normal life.

7. They opposed rituals, shrines, darshan, fasting, idolatry, animal sacrifice, mantra tantras, etc.

8. Bhakti activists teach that moral values should be followed while living a holy life to understand

the path of bhakti.

9. They preached that one should live a life of love and kindness towards fellow human beings and a

life of moral values.
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The Bhakti movement, which began with these objectives, was started by many bhakti activists in

south and north India and succeeded in leading the people on the path of bhakti.

5.9 Schools of Thought: There are two different schools of thought in the Bhakti Movement.

1. Nirguna Saint Tradition

2. Saguna Saint Tradition

5.9.1 Nirguna Saint Tradition:

They believed in Lord having no particular form as such. The Nirguna saints emphasised individual

penance. The famous Nirguna saints were Kabir and Guru Nanak.

5.9.2 Saguna Saint Tradition:

They believed in the worship of the Lord in the form of Rama and Krishna. The Saguna Saints emphasised

idol worship, the theory of incarnations, singing devotional songs, etc. The famous saints were

Vallabhacharya, Tulasidas, Surdas, Mirabai, Chaitanya, etc.

5.10 Southern India’s Bhakti Movement:

In South India, Sankaracharya, Ramanujacharya, Nimbarka, Madhvacharya, and Vallabhacharya spread

the bhakti movement. The Bhakti movement, which began with these objectives, was started by many

bhakti activists in south and north India and succeeded in leading the people on the path of bhakti.

5.10.1 Sankaracharya: (788-820)

Adi Shankaracharya was an Indian philosopher and theologian who integrated the Advaita Vedanta

doctrine. One estimate is that Shankara lived from 788–820 A.D., but there are other opinions on the

matter. The first among the Trimatacharyas, they uplifted Hinduism. Shankara was born to Aryamamba

and Sivaguru in Kaladi village, on the banks of the Purna River in Kerala. Shankara’s father died during

his childhood. Shankara was monogamous.

He studied the Vedas and Sanskrit in his childhood. He accepted his mother’s asceticism. Sankara was

the first to worship the feet of Govindapada. This tradition of worshipping the gurus continues even

today. His guru was “Govindu.” At the age of 11, he went to Kashi and held discussions with scholars.

He proposed the Advaita theory (Non dualism). Shankara revealed to the whole world that knowledge
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can be gained only through Guruseva. Salvation is the union of the soul in the end. “Knowledge” was

the way to salvation. The Smritis are the standard books for the disciples of Shankaracharya.

Shankaracharya was known as “Jagadguru.” He argues that there is no duality and teaches that matter

is unreal and that the whole world is an illusion.

While in Varanasi, he wrote commentaries on the Upanishads, Bhagavad Gita, and Brahmasutras.

This is called Prasthanatrayam. Hankaracharya also wrote commentaries on Sanat Sujatiyam,

Nrisimhatapani, the Vishnusahasranama Stotra, and “Lalita Trisati.” Shankara had many disciples.

Padmapada, Kumarila Bhattu, Bhattipadu, and Mandana Misru He learned Kamarupavidya. Shankara

founded Sarada Peetha at Sringeri. Thotakacharya became a disciple of Shankara. In the last phase of

his life, Shankara visited Kedarnath and Badrinath Kshetras and liberated his body. Behind the

Kedaranadha shrine is a tomb in memory of Shankara. But “Keraliya Shankara Viyasa” says that Shankara

died in Thrissur, Kerala. He argues that there is no duality. He taught that matter is unreal and that the

whole world is brahman. To propagate his ideology, he established Puri (Odissa), Odiri (Kashmir),

Sringeri (Mysore), Kanchi (Tamil Nadu), Dwarka (Gujarath), and Peethas in Badrinath.

5.10.2 Ramanujacharya: (1017-1137)

Ramanujacharya was born to Kantimathi (mother) and Kesava Somaji (father) in Sri Perambadur, near

Kanchi in Tamil Nadu. He was born in the month of Chaitra, in 1017. A contemporary of Kulothunga

Chola, he learned Vedanta from a guru named “Yadava Prakasha” at Kantipuram. But he did not like

his Advaita and accepted a non-Brahmin named Kanchipurna as his guru.

He married Tanjamamba at the age of 32. In 1049, he took up sanyasa and established a monastery in

Kanchipuram. Dasaratha (Mudali Yandan) became the first disciple of Kureva (the rich man). He informed

all the people of the temple gopuram of the ashtaakshara mantra “Om Narayanayamaha,” which he

had learned. Since then, he has been called “Emberumanar” (our Lord). He embraced Vaishnavism

and started spreading the religion. When Kulothunga Chola tried to kill him, Ramanuja took refuge in

the Hoysala king, “Vishnuvardhana,” and converted him to Vaishnavism. He criticised Adi Shankara’s

Advaita and preached “Vishishtadvaita.” He encouraged the worship of God not in the form of nirguna

but in the form of sadguna. According to Ramanuja, the way to moksha lies through Karma, Yoga, and

Bhakti. He said salvation lies only in devotion to God. He propagated the cult of devotion to God. He

wrote “Vedanta Sangraham,” “Sribhasyam,” “Gitabhashyam,” “Vedanta Deepam,” “Vedantasaram,”
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“Sharanagatigadya,” “Sriranga Gadya,” and “SriVaikunta Gadya.” He condemned the caste, religious,

and varna systems, saying that salvation can be attained through “bhakti.” He addressed the

untouchables as “Thirukuttar” (people of noble descent). He encouraged the lower castes.

5.10.3 Nimbaraka:

He was a 12th-century Telugu Brahmin. Vaishnavism was propagated in north India. All, irrespective of

caste, creed, or colour, are entitled to salvation. He proposed ‘Dvaitadvaita’ means dualistic monism.

According to this philosophy, God transformed himself into the world and the soul. This world and its

soul are different from those of God (Brahman). They could survive with the support of God alone.

They are separate, but dependent. He was a contemporary of Ramanuja. He said the principle of self

surrender and worship of Krishna and Radha.

5.10.4 Madhavacharya (1238-1317):

He was born to Vedavathi and Madhyagehabhattu, a Brahmin couple, in the village of Veli in Udupi,

Karnataka, in 1238. His original name was “Vasudeva” in Vedanta. After that, he became known as

“Poornapragnudu.” He learned philosophy from “Achuta prekshada.” He proposed the dualistic theory.

He taught both knowledge and bhakti as the means of attaining moksha. He was the third of the

Trimathacharyas who uplifted Hinduism. He was the third of the Trimathacharyas who uplifted Hinduism.

Madhwacharya decided to travel all over South India. He visited the Kshetras of Anantasayana,

Kanyakumari, Rameswaram, Srirangam, etc. Madhwacharya wrote commentaries on the Upanishads,

Brahmasutras, and Bhagavad Gita to prove his theory of duality. He also wrote a commentary on the

first 40 suttas of the Rigveda and the Bhagavata of India. He wrote a total of 37 texts, including logic.

known for spreading Vaishnavism, especially Krishna Bhakti, in the country. The literal meaning of

dvaita is dualism, which stands in opposition to the non-dualism and monism of Shankaracharya. He

believed that the world is not an illusion (maya) but a reality full of differences.

5.10.5 Vallabhacharya: (1479-1531)

Vallabhacharya of the 15th century was the son of Lakshmanabhattu, a Telugu Brahmin. He settled in

Benares and spread Krishna Bhakti. He preached Shuddhadvaita. The Vallabha sect addresses the

gurus as “Maharaja.” After Vallabhacharya, his followers became accustomed to pleasures and lost

importance. Vallabhacharya wrote commentaries on the Vedanta Sutra and Bhagavad Gita. The other
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works are “Subodhni” and “Siddhant Rahasya.” According to him, Sri Krishna was God. God and soul

are not distinct, but one. The stress was on pure non-dualism. His philosophy came to be known as

Pushtimarga (the path of grace). His tradition was called “Rudrasampradaya.”

5.11 Bhakti Movement in North India:

The Bhakti movement, which is very popular in south India, has inspired Bhakti activists to revive and

reform Hinduism in north India and to curb religious conversions.

5.11.1 Ramananda: (13th-14th Century)

He has been described as “the bridge between the Bhakti Movement of the South and the North.” He

was born at Prayag and educated in Advaita philosophy at Banaras. He considered Rama to be the

supreme god. He was an early social reformer, and he accepted disciples without discriminating

against anyone by gender or class. His disciples included later Bhakti movement poet-saints such as

Kabir, Ravidas, Bhagat Pipa, and others. His verse is mentioned in the Sikh Holy Scripture Guru Granth

Sahib. Ramananda is credited as the author of many devotional poems. He has written Gyan-lila and

Yog-cintamani in Hindi. The Sanskrit works Vaisnava Mata Bhajabhaskara and Ramarcana Paddhati

were also written by Ramananda. He was a founder of Bairagi Sampradaya. Ramananda developed

his philosophy and devotional themes inspired by the south Indian Vedanta philosopher Ramanuja. He

offered the Varna system and made a pair of meals with all the rails.

5.11.2 Jayadeva: (1170-1245)  

He was a 12th-century Bengali Sanskrit poet. He wrote “Gitagovindam,” with Radhakrishna as the

theme. He was a court poet of the Sena dynasty of Bengal; he is given a prominent place in the Sikh

holy book “Adi Granth.” He thought that he could attain salvation by serving God with pure devotion.

It depicts Krishna’s love affair with the Gopika and Radha. According to Jayadeva, Radha is greater

than Krishna. It is considered an important text in the Bhakti movement of Hinduism. Jaydev’s name is

included in “Guru Granth Sahib.”

5.11.3 Chaitanya: (1485-1533)
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He was born into a Brahmin family in Navadweep, Bengal. At the age of 25, Chaitanya learned the

Krishna mantra from his guru, Isapuri. At the age of 25, he learned asceticism from a teacher named

Kesava Bharati.

He said that everyone, irrespective of caste and religion, deserves moksha. God is alone, and he

condemned all varna systems and preached that all human beings are equal. He spread Krishna

bhakti through music and keerthanas (songs). Chaitanya had too much love for the poor and the weak.

Whenever he saw their sorrows, his heart melted with pity. He died in Puri. Among his disciples,

“Haridas” was an untouchable.

5.11.4 Mirabai: (1498-1546)

Mirabai was a great saint of the Bhakti movement. She was born in the village of Kudki in the Merta

District of Rajastahan. She was the Princess of Mewar. She was married to Rana sangha eldest son

and heir apparent Bhojraj in 1516. Bhojraj died, and Mira became a widow in her youth. After the

death of her husband, she devoted her life to Lord Krishna, whom she had known since childhood. She

first worshipped the “Giradharalas.” At Ravidas’s feet, she was initiated into ekeswaropasana. She

loved Lord Krishna and spread Krishna bhakti through songs and hymns. It condemned rituals and

celebrations.

 

5.11.5 Kabir: (1425-1618)

He was a disciple of Ramananda, born into a Brahmin family, and was left at a tank and raised by the

childless Muslim weaver, Neeru. Kabir lived in Benares. He worked for Hindu-Muslim unity. Kabir

remarked that Hindus and Mahomedans were pots made of the same clay. He condemned the social

evils and superstitions of the day. He claimed to be a disciple of Allah and Rama. He followed the path

MIRABAI  KABIR TULASIDAS    RAVI DAS
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of love and devotion. His disciples are called Kabir Pandhi. He wrote many kirtans in the “Hindi”

language. His hymns are called “Dohas.” His teachings are very popular in Punjab and North India.

5.11.6 Guru Nanak (1469-1588):

He was born into a “katri” family in a village called “Talwandi” in the Shethopura district of Punjab in

1469 A.D. Since childhood, he has been averse to social life because of his philosophical views. At the

age of 35, he became an ascetic. He accepted that there is an opinion that God has appeared to me.

He travelled to India and abroad with two disciples, Bhamibala and Bhamimarthana. He visited Ceylon,

Mecca, and Madinah, showed many glories, and reached out to the people. He wrote the holy book of

the Sikhs called “Adi Granth.” He established Sikhism. “Sikh” means “disciple” in Punjabi.

God should be worshipped with love and devotion. He condemned the Varna system, caste, and religious

distinctions. He taught that all human beings are equal and that there is only one God. Worldly pleasures

should be renounced. He preached that “mukti” can be attained with a pure life. He worked for Hindu-

Muslim unity. The fraternal system of “Khalsa” was created by his teachings. In 1638, he died in

Kartarpur, Punjab. The next day, when the cloth covering the corpse was removed, a proverb said that

the corpse was no longer there; it disappeared, and a temple was built in his memory on the banks of

the river Ravi. His tomb was built by Muslim disciples.

5.12 Bhakti Movement in Maharashtra:

Bhakti movement spread in Maharashtra also.  In their view, all human beings are equal, and they

have no distinction of caste, creed, or colour. In Maharashtra, Jnanadeva, Eknath, Tukaram, Ramdas,

etc. are the main bhakti saints. Nivrittinatha and Jnanadeva, the gods of knowledge, established the

“mystical school,” which was later expanded by the followers.

5.12.1 Jnanadeva (Dnyaneshwar): (1275–1296)

He was first a disciple of Ramananda and then took initiation from his elder brother, Nivrittinadha. He

wrote devotional songs in “Marathi.” He urged people to worship Virjaleshwar in Pandarpur with

devotion. His legacy inspired saint-poets such as Eknath and Tukaram, and he is one of the founders

of the Varkari (Vithoba-Krishna) Bhakti movement tradition of Hinduism in Maharashtra. Dnyaneshwar

undertook samadhi at Alandi in 1296 by entombing himself in an underground chamber. Jnanesvara

wrote his commentary on the “Bhagawat Gita” called “Bhavartha Dipika,” which is commonly known
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as Jnanesvari. M.G. Ranade writes, “Jnanesvara’s influence has been greater than that of any other

Maratha saint, except Tukaram.”

5.12.2 Namadeva: (1270-1350)

He was a bhakti activist of the 14th century and belonged to the “tailor” family. He opposed idolatry,

rituals, and the worship of Adambara. He said that God is one. He taught that salvation is attained

through love. Namdev was influenced by Vaishnavism. He became widely known in India for his

devotional songs set to music (bhajan-kirtans). His philosophy contains both nirguna and saguna

Brahman elements. His legacy is continued in the Varkari tradition and also recognised in the North

Indian traditions of the Dadu Panthis, Kabir Panthis, and Sikhs. Some hymns of Namdev are included in

the Guru Granth Sahib. The literary works of Namdev were influenced by Vaishnava philosophy and a

belief in Vithoba (God Vishnu residing in the Pandharpur temple). He was thus among those responsible

for disseminating the monotheistic Varkari faith that had emerged first in Karnataka and then spread

to Pandharpur in Maharashtra.

5.12.3 Eknath: (1533-1599)

Eknath was from a Brahmin family in Paitan. As a scholar, he published the first reliable edition of the

“Jnaneswari” and gave the Marathi Gita back to his people. He wrote his famous commentary on the

Bhagavad-Gita. He said that those who sing kirtans every day should worship God with devotion

without following the distinction of caste, creed, or colour. He was a devotee of the Hindu deity Vitthal

and is a major figure in the Warkari movement. He wrote Eknathi Bhagavata and Bhavarth Ramayan.

He also composed Rukmini Swayamwar Hastamalak, a literary piece. His other literary works include

Ananda-Lahari, Chiranjeewa-Pada, Geeta-Saar and Prahlad-Vijaya. He introduced a new form of

devotional music called Bharood.

5.12.4 Tukaram: (1608-1650)

He was born into a farmer’s family and followed Jnanadeva. Sant Tukaram was a 17th-century Marathi

poet in Maharashtra. Tukaram refused Shivaji’s gifts and was advised to be a disciple of Ramadasu.

He was a Sant of Varkari sampradaya (Marathi-Vaishnav tradition) that venerates the god Vithoba in

Maharashtra. He was part of the Varkari devotional tradition. Tukaram is best known for his devotional

poetry, called “Abhanga,” and community-oriented worship with spiritual songs known as kirtans. His
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songs describe the terrifying passage through the “Dark Night of the Soul.” He rejected ceremonies,

vedic sacrifices, visits to holy places, worship of stones, putting on saint’s guise, fasts, and other

types of austerities. He tried to reconcile the Hindu and Muslim brotherhoods and faiths.

5.12.5 Samarth Ramadasu: (1608–1681)

Samarth Ramdas (1608–1681) was an Indian Hindu saint, philosopher, poet, writer, and spiritual master.

He was a devotee of the Hindu deities Rama and Hanuman. Ramdas became an orphan in his childhood.

He left home, and after long years of spiritual training and wandering, he built a temple for Rama.

Shivaji was greatly inspired by the teachings of Ramdas. He advised Shivaji “to adorn his body not

with clothes and ornaments but with shrewdness and wisdom.” He established many monasteries in

Maharashtra and preached that God should be worshipped with true love and devotion. He was a

mystic and the guru of Chhatrapati Shivaji. His mission was to redeem spirituality among the masses

and unite the Hindu populations. Ramdas initiated the Samarth sect. He was a disciple of Chhatrapati

Shivaji. Ramdas had extensive literature written during his lifetime. His main work is “Dasabodha.” A

major part of his Marathi literature is in the form of verse. Ramdas was an exponent of Bhakti Yoga.

According to him, total devotion to Rama brings about spiritual evolution. He emphasised the importance

of physical strength and knowledge for individual development.

5.12.6 Bahina Bai:

She was another great saint of Maharastra. She received her mantra in a vision from Tukaram and

accepted him as her guru. She produced outstanding poetry in the style and metre of Tukaram.

5.13 Other Bhakti Saints:

Many poets propagated the Bhakti movement through their writings during the Bhakti movement in

mediaeval India. The following are the important bhakti saints among such people:

5.13.1 Tulasidas: (1532-1623)

He was born in Benares into a Brahmin family in 1532. He is a great poet and devotee of Rama. He

wrote a book called “Rama Charita Manas.” In this book, he makes an exposition of religious devotion

of the highest order. He laid stress on knowledge, devotion, worship, and meditation. He said, “There

is one god, and that is Rama.” Ramacharita Manas is considered the “Bible of the Hindus.” He preached
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that the path of bhakti is better than the path of knowledge. He is called Abhinava “Valmiki.” Akbar’s

minister, Abdul Rahim Khan, praised Ramcharitmanas.

5.13.2 Surdas: (1479-1584)

He was a Bhakti saint and a blind poet. He is a devotee of Lord Krishna and a disciple of Vallabhacharya.

His works include “Sur Sagar,” “Sahitya Ratna,” and “Sur Sarawali.” In Sur Sagar, he dealt with the life

of the childhood of Krishna.  His works and poems had a tremendous influence on the people who

were encouraged to follow the path of Bhakti. Surdas made use of “Brajbhasa.” He said that life itself

is poetry.

5.13.3 Chandidas: (1370-1430)

He belonged to Bengal. He himself thought that he was Radha and loved Sri Krishna. His poems testify

to his being influenced by the “Gita Govinda” and the “Sahajiya Doctriness testify to his being influenced

by the “Gita Govinda” and the “Sahajiya Doctrines.” He said that the only way to salvation is through

the love of God. That love must be based on an earthly passion for a particular person. His Krishna

Kirtan is devoted to the love of Krishna and Radha.

5.13.4 Maukdas: (1574-1682)

He was born at Kara, in the district of Allahabad. He condemned the externals of religion like pilgrimages,

idol worship, etc. According to him, true religion is an inward faith. Maya is the enemy of man. The

name of the god is the only protection against it. He put great emphasis on the unity of the Hindus and

Muslims.

5.13.5 Dadu Dayal (1554-1603)

He was a weaver from Ahmadabad. He made an important contribution to the Bhakti movement. He

was a cobbler by caste, and he renounced the world at an early age. He was against idol worship,

caste distinctions, and the “theory of Avtaras” (the reincarnation of God). He established a sect

whose followers are known as Dadu-Panthis. The ideas of Dadu are contained in the book known as

“Dadu Ram Ki Bani.”

5.13.6 Raidas: (1450-1520)
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He was popularly known as Ravidas. He lived in Benaras and earned his living by mending shoes.
Instead of indulging in high philosophic speculation about God and nature in his hymns, he aimed at
the unity of Hinduism and Islam. He rejected the theory of incarnation. His cardial doctrine was: “Hari
is in all, and all are in Hari.” He preached the removal of social divisions of caste and gender. Ravidas’s
devotional verses were included in Guru Granth Sahib. The Panch Vani text of the Dadu Panthi tradition
within Hinduism also includes numerous poems by Ravidas. He is also the central figure within the
Ravidassia religious movement.

5.13.7 Sunderdas: (1596-1689)

Sunderdas was a disciple of Dadu. He was born into a Bania family in Rajasthan. He gained great

popularity as a poet and a saint. His reputation rests on his work entitled “Sundervilasa,” which deals

with the six philosophic systems of the Hindus and emphasises their inadequacy for the salvation of

man.

5.13.8 Birbhan:

He was a contemporary of Dadu Dayal. He was born in Punjab in 1543. He founded the famous sect of

Satnamism. He was a monotheist, did not believe in caste distinctions, and was opposed to idol

worship. He asked his followers to abstain from intoxicants and animal foods. The religious book of

the Satnamis is known as “Pothi.”

5.13.9 Sankaradev: (1449-1568)

He was a great religious reformer of Assam who introduced the Bhakti Cult in the Brahmaputra Valley.

After the death of his wife, he became a yogi. He visited many sacred places and was devoted to

Vishnu. Its essence was monotheism, and it came to be known as “Eka-Sarana-Dharma” (the religion

of seeking refuge in one). He insisted upon Niskama Bhakti and recognised the sanctity of the “Bhagwat

Purana.” He preached the rejection of ritualism and idol worship.

5.13.10 Narasinh Mehta (15th Century):

Narsinh Mehta is also known as Narsinh Bhagat. He was the first poet of the Gujarati language. He

became a devotee of Krishna Bhakti. His bhajans have remained popular in Gujarat and Rajasthan.

Narsinh’s poetic work is typically viewed as bhajans towards Krishna but also Hindu bhakti. Mahatma

Gandhi referenced Narsinh’s work considerably in his speeches, writings, and public prayers. Narsinh’s

bhajans belong to the genre “deshi” in Gujarati, which is also known as “pad” as a close relative in
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North Indian languages. Thus, all the social reformers who preached the bhakti movement propagated

their ideas in the languages of the people. As a result, people became attracted to their teachings.

5.14 Results of the Bhakti Movement:

1. With the advent of the bhakti movement, people themselves worshipped God and felt that they

could attain moksha through “bhakti.”

2. Rituals, superstitions, festivals, pilgrimages, and blind beliefs in religious scriptures were restricted.

3. They condemned the varna system and declared that all human beings are equal.

4. The customs of Indian society have been removed, and the people have become conscious.

5. The development of the regional language took place by writing and teaching in the language of

the people. Many books have been translated into regional languages.

6. Along with the idea that there is only one God, there is also the feeling that all people are equal.

7. Hindus did not come forward to embrace Islam. Religious conversions were stopped.

8. The unity of Islam and the Hindus was possible.

9. The foundation for future social reforms has been laid. The importance of the lower castes has

increased.

10. As temples were constructed, people of the backward classes also followed the principles of
“bhakti.” People thought that salvation could be attained through bhakti.

 5.15 Impact of the Bhakti Movement:

The doctrine of Bhakti helped the uplift of the contemporary society in-many ways. Bhakti doctrine

has influenced socio-religious concepts. Bhakti worship was very important in medieval times, but it

was greatly inspired by the presence of Muslims in it. It taught human equality. It openly condemned

ritualism, old traditions, religious ideas, and casteism. The Bhakti movement sought to rebuild

communal life-a society based on justice and equality-on a new basis.

5.15.1 Social Impact:        

The Bhakti movement criticised the caste system and untouchability. They pointed out that, the social

difference between upper and lower classes in the society. Criticizing the caste system, they declared
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that Brahmins and Shudras were equal. Many saints took their disciples from different castes. Caste

bonds were thus loosened, but the evils of the caste system could not be completely removed from

Hindu society. Bhakti saints said that women should be independent and given a high status in society.

Kabir and Nanak preached the spirit of social service, as saint poets taught people to serve the poor

and orphans.

5.15.2 Religious Impact:

The Bhakti Movement influenced the religion, they created good atmosphere between Hindu and

Muslims. Bhakti saints opposed ritualism, idol worship, and superstitions. The feeling of Hindu-Muslim

unity and integration received encouragement. The bhakti movement was responsible for the birth of

a new religion in the form of the Sikh religion. ‘Guru Granth Sahib’ is compiled the message of majority

of bhakti saints. It encouraged religious toleration. Religious fanaticism decreased. This movement

dealt a severe blow to priests and Brahmins.

5.15.3 Cultural Impact:

The Bhakti movement influenced Indian culture. This movement led to the popularity of plain languages.

Bhakti poets wrote their works in many regional languages. For example, the language used by Kabir

is a good example of an amalgamation of several languages and is actually called “Khichari.” Malik

Muhammad Jayasi and Tulsidas composed their works in “Avadhi.” Suradas adopted the “brij” language.

Guru Nanak taught in Hindi and Punjabi. Chaitanya used Bengali, and many saints used Urdu. Over

time, these works became an important part of Indian literature.

5.15.4 Economic Impact:

The Bhakti movement has severely damaged the economic inequality in society; for example, Kabir

criticised the economic inequality. Karl Marx recognised this point. Karl Marx said that the struggle in

the state and society is mainly the result of economic inequality. The Bhakti movement opposed the

accumulation of excessive wealth and emphasised earning a living through hard work.

5.15.5 Political Impact:

The Bhakti Movement influenced the country’s politics as well. Many of the sultans and rulers, and

later the Mughal emperors, also adopted a liberal policy towards the Hindus. They consider religion

185



and politics to be two separate realms. In the time of Emperor Akbar and Jahangir, the state followed

a completely secular policy. Thus, the Bhakti movement emphasised the establishment of a spiritual

relationship between God and man. Some historians say that the Bhakti movement is as old as the

Vedas of the Aryans, but that the movement dates back to the seventeenth century. The Nayanars

(Saivite saints) and Alwars (Vaishnavite saints) rejected the Buddhist and Jain concept of personal

devotion to God as the only means of salvation or liberation. Bhakti saints do not belong to any

particular caste. The devotees of the Bhakti movement had no desire to form separate religious sects.

They also do not follow any special religion or perform any rituals or ceremonies. Most of them

condemned idolatry. Believed in one God, and they realised the unity of God. Hindu saints and

philosophers called Bhakti saints took up the task of reforming Hinduism; they tried to cleanse Hinduism

of all evil practices. The movement received great encouragement as the people found solace in the

worship of God. A.L.Srivastava states that ‘Bhakti cult was a widespread movement that embraced

the whole of India for many centuries’.

 5.16 Essay Questions:

1.   What is mean by Sufism? Discuss its origin and growth?

 2. Discuss the main principles of Sufism?

3. Explain the different sects of Sufism. ?

4.  What is meant by Bhakti Movement? Explain the salient features of the Bhakti Movement.?

 5. What were the main teachings of the Bhakti saints?

6. What was the impact of the Bhakti Movement on society?

7. Discuss the results of the Bhakti Movement.?

5.17 Short Questions:

1. Sankaracharya

2. Ramanujacharya

3. Kabir

4. Guru Nanak

5. South Indian Bhakti Tradition
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6. Chaitanya and Mira Bai

5.18 Multiple Choice Questions:

1. What was the name of women Sufi Saint?

a) Noormahal

b) Rabia

c) Mumtaaj

d) Rajia

2. Who was the first Sufi writer who used the Chrisian Gospel?

a) Abu-Hamid-al-Ghazali

b) Bayazid Bustami

c) Abdullah-al-Muhasibi

d) Data Ganj Baksh

3. Who said the “universe is the Veda, the creation is the Quran?

a)  Kabir

b) Rajjab

c) Guru Nanak

d) Dadu

4. What was the language employed by Surdas for his devotional Songs?

a) Hindi

b) Maithili

c) Avadhi

d) Brijbhasha

5. Which of the following was translated into Bengali by Krittivasa?

a) Mahabharata

b) Ramayana

c) Bhagavad Gita

d) Bhagavata Purana

6. In which region of India was the Firdausi order Popular?

a) Chisti

b) Suharwardi

c) Firdausi
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d) Shuttari

7. Of the Bhakti saints, who was cobbler by profession?

a) Dadu

b) Raidas

c) Both A & B

d) Malukdas

8. After Kabirs death his tomb was built at?

a) Varnasi

b) Magahar

c) Gorakpur

d) Basti

9. Who was the profounder of Shuddha-Advaitha?

a) Vallabhacharya

b) Chaitanya

c) Nimbarka

d) Ramanuja

10. Who founded the Varaari sect in Maharastra?

a) Tukaram

b) Namdev

c) Eknath

d) Chaitanya

Answers:

1) B

2) C

3) B

4) D

5) B

6) D

7) C

8) B

9) A

10) A
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5.19 Suggested Readings:

Aziz Ahmad                                      : An Intellectual History of Islam in India
Hamid Hussain                                  : Sufism and Bhakti Movement, Eternal Relevance
J.C Oman                                           : Mystics, Ascetics and Saints of India
Krishna Sharma                                 : Bhakti and the Bhakti Movement
K.Damodar Rao &
M.Rajagopalachary                            : Bhakti Movement and Literature
K.A. Nilakanta Sastri                         : Development of Religion in South India
K.A. Nizami                                       : Some Aspects of Religion and Politics in India

T.M.P Mahadevan                              : Ten Saints of India

Yusuf Hussain                                    : Glimpses of Medieval Indian Culture

You Tube Videos:
 https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=DMqs76uPkJw&list=PLbD1jXjL6WVbZ8yXAYTtGufvRSZ2yGJWx&index=6
 https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=DMqs76uPkJw&list=PLbD1jXjL6WVYDKE0CI_GwJ5W55TeE_UNs&index=67
 https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=7YDR9chVilQ&list=PLbD1jXjL6WVbZ8yXAYTtGufvRSZ2yGJWx&index=7
 https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=_42IokqH5nM&list=PLbD1jXjL6WVYDKE0CI_GwJ5W55TeE_UNs&index=54
 https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=_42IokqH5nM&list=PLbD1jXjL6WVbZ8yXAYTtGufvRSZ2yGJWx&index=4
 https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Gdp4rATcQAs&list=PLbD1jXjL6WVbZ8yXAYTtGufvRSZ2yGJWx&index=5
 https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=LlrUrblPtEc&list=PLbD1jXjL6WVYDKE0CI_GwJ5W55TeE_UNs&index=48
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





















    



















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https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Ftrilliongyan.in%2Fpanipat-tourist-
places%2F&psig=AOvVaw3xszJIx6oxFUM8b4OUQnmM&ust=1670649324405000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=2ahUKEwj0w7zt4-v7AhU5xnMBHf31B7IQr4kDegQIARBt
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3.7 Division of Empire

3.8 Humayun’s conquests

3.8.1 Expedition of Kalinjar (1531 C.E.)

3.8.2 Against Bahadur Shah of Gujarat (1535–36 C.E.)

3.8.3 Wars and encounters with Sher Shah

3.9 Humayun in Exile (1540–1555 C.E.)

3.10 Death of Humayun

3.0 Objectives

1. Emergence of the Mughal Empire in India

2. Literary Sources for the Mughal Dynasty

3. The political conditions in India on the eve of Babur’s invasion

4. Babur’s Invasion and its Results

5. Role of Humayun in the Mughal Dynasty

3.1Introduction

The first quarter of the 16th century, unlike the 15th century, which politically “depicted no history of

Hindustan, for Hindustan had become a mass of separate states,” witnessed the emergence of the Mughals, a

remarkable dynasty that, like the Tudors in England, heralded a new age in all spheres. The Moghals, like their

Turko-Afghan predecessors, hailed from Central Asia. Fortunately, this is where their resemblance ended. The

Turko-Afghan rulers had only sporadically bestowed peace upon the country. The Mughals, on the other hand,

with their rule spanning over two centuries, not only successfully bestowed peace, law, and order on the

country but also imparted a sense of continuity and unity to the people. Culturally, the period coincided with the

attainment of unprecedented glory in various spheres of art and literature. In the religious sphere too, for the

first time, Babur and later Akbar inaugurated a political rule devoid of all religious prejudice.
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


 





 








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

 



          




 







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The Mughals or Mongols were originally natives of Mongolia in Central Asia. They were brave and

warlike. They made their first incursion into India during the reign of the third Delhi sultanate king Iltutmish, a

king of the Slave dynasty, under the leadership of their well-known chief, Chengiz Khan, the dreaded great

khan of the Mongols. Subsequently, the Mongols made inroads into India from time to time during the period

of the Delhi Sultanate.

The period of Muslim rule in India is divided into two parts, namely, the age of the Sultanate and the

age of the Mughals. The Sultanate part began in 1206 C.E., when Qutub-ud-din Aibak began his rule in Delhi,

which was continued until the end, when Babur defeated the last Sultan, Ibrahim Lodi, in the Panipat War held

in 1523 C.E.

3.2Sources of Mughal History

Unlike the Ancient history, and even for Delhi Sultanate, we have abundant source material for the

construction of Mughal history. The reason behind this abundance accounts were many. Many of poets, Scholors,

historians were not only patronized, but also many of Mughal Emperors were themselves writers. In addition,

for the first time Royal firmanas and decrees accounts maintained chronologically and also the collection of

historical letters by the Munshis were maintained. Foreign travelers’ accounts enriched the literature accounts,

and archaeological sources, such as coins, buildings, forts, and other artifacts, were undoubtedly used by

modern scholars to learn more about the Mughals. 

“The most important change in the writing of Mughal history was its secular nature”. The sources of

Mughal history can be divided into three categories. They were literary sources, archaeological sources, and

foreign accounts.

3.2.1 Literary Sources

The predominant and primary source for Mughal history was “Tuzuki-i-Babur,” written by Babur

himself in Turkish. The About biography was also known as Babur Namah or Babur Memories. Since it was

written by Babur, who was the founder of the Mughal dynasty, he gave vivid information about his life, his

efforts, and how he was impressed by the Indian conditions. “Tuzuki-i- Babari” was translated into Persian by

Abdur Rahim, an officer in the court of Akbar. And it was also translated into English by Henry Bedford. Babur

had been called by scholars “the prince among autobiographies.” Another account was Tarik-i-Rashidi, written

by Mirza Mohammad Haider, a relative of Babur. It gave a detailed account of the conquests of Babur and
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






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Huamayun and also of the wars between Humayun and Shersha. Another important work that explained the

nature and character of Humayun was Humayun Namah, written by Gulbadan Begum, daughter of Babur

and sister of Humayun at the instance of Akbar.

The Tarikh-i-Shersha by Abba Sarvani, the Tarikh-i-Daulat-i-Shersha by Hasan Alikhan, and the

Tarikh-i-Salatin-i-Afghan by Ahmed Yadgar also shed a lot of light on Shersha’s career and administration.

The foremost work not only for Akbar rule but also for the entire Mughal administration was Abul

Fazal’s main accounts, Ain-i-Akbari and AkabrNamah. If the former contained a vast amount of material

about the social and economic conditions of the time and Akbar’s polity and character, the latter, which was

Witten’s work in three volumes, dealt with Akbar’s regime. Tabqat-i-Akbari, written by Nizamuddin Bakshi

in three volumes, dealt with the Delhi Sultanate and the regimes of Babur, Humayun, and Akbar. It also dealt in

detail with the provincial history of Gujarat.

Tuzuk-i-Jahangir, the autobiography of Jahangir, gives us the salient features of his rule and his character.

Tarakhi-Ferista, which was written by Mohammad QasimFerista, gives us conditions at the time of Jahngir’s

accession to the throne and the sultans of Deccan. The works of Jagannnath Pandita and Janardhanabhattu,

who were the court poets of Shajahan, throw light on the conditions at the time of Shajahan’s accession and

also during his time. Abdul Hamid Lahair’sPadushanama and the works of Inayat Khan are also very important

for having information about the Shajahan period. Another important account that gives us a detailed account

of the first ten years of Aurangazeb’s rule is AlamghirNamah. The annals and antiquities of Rajstan by Colnal

Tod and Siva Chetrapati Chan Charitha by Krishnaji Anant Sadhasad also give us enormous information

about local history.

3.2.2 Archaeological Sources

Archaeological sources like inscriptions, a plenty of coins issued by the Mughal emperors, and vast

constructions like the Red Fort, the Agra Fort, Fatepur Sikri, and Taj Mahal are being utilised for the construction

of Mughal history.

3.2.3Foreign Sources

A large number of foreigners visited India during the Mughal period, which was of immense value for

the general conditions of the Mughal era. They include Ralph Fish, William Hakins, Edward Terry, Thomas

Roe, Nicholas Willington of England, travellers Bernier, Tavernier, Thevonot of France, Manucci of Venice,
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
      










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Petro Della Valli, Peer Mundi of Italy, and Mandelso of Germany, etc. Though they were partisan in outlook

with a religious bias, they were of great help for the reconstruction of Mughal history.

3.3 Conditions on the Eve of Babur’s Invasion

Babur’s task was made easy by the prevalent turbulence and anarchy in the country, which were the

logical outcomes of the centrifugal forces that operated in the country. The mushroom growth of the competing

kingdoms is equally confirmed on par with the considerate monarchy of the Afghan bodies, which has only

heartened the process of the disintegration of the country. India was a picture of political disunity, characterized

by big and small kingdoms ruled by both Hindu and Mohammedan political powers. Internecine strife, mutual

jealousy over the expansion of political power, and civil wars weakened the power structure of all the

contemporary rulers and made Babur’s task very easy.The political division of the country could be classified

into four groups:

3.3.1 Northern Belt of Mohammadan Powers

This zone stretching from the mouths of India to the Bay of Bengal is comprised of Sind, Kashmir,

Punjab, Delhi, Jaunpur, and Bengal. Sindh, which was once focused as the principal state of the subcontinent

before Arab invasions, passed on to the hands of Delhi Sultanate kings. Though it declared independence since

Mohammed Bin Tughlaq’s death, it once again became vulnerable on the eve of Babar’s invasion at the hands

of Shah Beg, the governor of Kandhar. Kashmir, which enjoyed a long immunity from Muslim rule but

surrendered to Muslim suzerainty in 1339 under Sams-ud-din, Anyhow, it was not annexed to the Delhi

empire, due to the efforts of Zain-ulAbdin, who practised religious toleration and gave due respect to the

Brahmins.

Punjab, which had to be more stubborn and resistant to foreign rule, but unfortunately, its Governor

Daulatkhan acted as the de facto monarch, overly colluded with Alam Khan Lodi, and invited Babur to invade

India. Delhi, which was under the control of the so-called Indian ruler, Ibrahim Lodi, neither controlled India

nor even Delhi. It was continued to the only regions of Delhi, Agra, Doab, Bayana, and Chanderi. So, it is

sarcastically said that “the rule of the Lord of the World extends from Delghi to Palem.” In addition, Ibrahim

Lodi was haughty, proud, arrogant, and a self-catered monarch. His repressive policies cultivated a lot of
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




  





























  









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distrust and discontent not only among the nobles of his court but also in his own relatives. As such, they

revolted against him and did not hesitate to invite Babur. Jaunpur, founded by Feroz Shah Tuglaq, had risen to

prominence with amazing alacrity and even eclipsed the Delhi Sultanate for a short while. It came to be known

as “Shiraj-i-Hind” during the rule of Ibrahim Shah, who ruled for over 35 years. Anyhow, it came under the

control of the Delhi Sultanate during the period of Ibrahim Lodi. Bengal, which became independent during the

reign of Feroz Shah Tuglaq, was ruled by Nasrat Shah when India was attacked by Babur in 1526 C. E

3.3.2 Southern Mohammadan Belt

The second zone of Mohammadan states in South India is also almost a replica of the northern states,

intriguing each other with personal jealousies and vested interests without having any commonality as they were

all Indians. Though there were very important potential states, as each one could have withstand Babur, lack of

unity and the fact that each struggled hard for its own existence ultimately paved the way for Babur’s invasion

as well as the establishment of his dynasty in India.

The second zone consisted of the southern Mohammadan states of Gujarat, Malwa, Khandesh, and

the Bahamani Kingdom. among these states, the prominent one is to be discussed here: Gujarat, which comprises

Kathiawar, Baroda, Ahmedabad, Broach, Surat, and parts of Thana, and comprises one of the most extensive

and richest areas in the country, always coveted by the Delhi Sultanate. It was strengthened by Mohamud

Begarhe (1459–1511), who proved to be an outstanding ruler and responsible for its beauty and splendor. He

was succeeded by Muzaffar Shah II, who was the ruler of Gujarat on the eve of Banur’s invasion.

Malwa, which was also described as Mandu, was another potent state on the eve of the Banur invasion.

Though it was designated as the first-ranking state during the period of Mahmud Khan Khilji, whose reign was

marked by great wars and who proved an equally efficient administrator and a benign ruler towards Hindus

and Muslims, But his successors, however, proved debauched and feeble. Khandesh, which was situated in

the south of Malwa in the Tapati Valley by Malik Raja Faruqui, exerted little influence on the politics of north

India. The Bahamni Kingdom, which was established in the year 1347, reached its height during the period of

Mohammad Ghavan. After his death in 1481, the Bahmani kingdom now divided into five kingdoms: Berar,

Ahmednagar, Bijapur, Golkonda, and Bidar. They were involved in mutual wars and wars with Vijayangara

rulers, and they never tried to interfere with or influence north Indian politics.
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3.3.3 Hindu Kingdoms

It consisted of Hindu states in Rajaputana headed by Mewara and Vijyanagara rulers in the south. The

noteworthy point to discuss here is the existence of Rajaputana states in North India. Wedged between the

northern and southern belts of the Muslim states was Rajputana, the principal Hindu dominion and indomitable

after centuries of warfare. Its most famous kingdom, comprised of Mewar, was being ruled by Ranasanga, a

hero of hundred battles, who failed in estimating Babur’s greediness of power, who first coveted the wealth of

India and later changed his mind towards the establishment of an empire in India. He thought of establishing

“Hind Pad Padushahi” after the departure of Babur and joined hands with Alam Khan Lodi and Daulat Khan

Lodi, who were determined to dethrone Ibrahim Lodi with the support of Babur. But it did not happen; Babur

decided to retain me here after the historical Panipat result. The other Hindu kingdom, which was established

in 1336, was at the peak of its glory under the most powerful and capable ruler, Sri Krishna Devaraya of the

Tuluva dynasty. But Raya could not concentrate on north Indian politics; it may be due to a lack of nationalism.

Raya was also involved in the incessant wars with his archrival, the Bahamian sultan.

Besides these above-mentioned kingdoms, there are a number of petty Rise and Rajas settled on

the borders and in hilly areas. Thus, the country was a conglomeration of states and a reminder of Rajput

India during the 8th to 12th centuries. It was constantly embroiled in internecine warfare, and the rulers

turned a deaf ear to the danger of a foreign invasion. The people, too, devoid of any nationalistic feeling

toward the rulers, were equally indifferent to the fate of the country.

The immediate cause of Babar’s invasion was the invitation extended to him by Daulat Khan, the

Punjab ruler, Alam Khan, the uncle of Ibrahim Lodi, and Rana Sangram Singh, the ruler and head of the Rajput

confederacy, who all mistook Babar for a raider and designed to secure the imperial throne of Delhi for

themselves with Babur’s assistance.

3.4 Babur1526-1530 C.E

Early Career: Babar was born in 1483 C.E. at Andizon to a Turko-Mongo wedlock between Umer

Shaik Mirza and QutulgugNighr Khan. He was descended from Timur on his father’s side and from Chengiz

Khan on his mother’s side. Thus, Babur combined in himself the ferocity of the Mongols and the courage and

capacity of the Turks. To these, when the refinement of the Persian culture was added, a personality emerged

that could wield the pen and the sword with equal dexterity.
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
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He ascended the throne of the tiny principality of Farghana when he was barely twelve years old. After

the consolidation of his empire, he tried to occupy Samarkand, the capital of Timur, as an heir but could not

succeed. He was even driven out of Farghana as well. He left his native land for Kabul, where he carved out

a small province for himself in 1504 C.E. Babar, however, refused to confine himself to Kabul. Having failed on

the western front, he turned the ten years from 1519 to 1525 C. E. witnessed the diversion of all energies to

India, which ultimately secured him “a permanent place in history.”

3.4.1 The Battle of Panipat, 21st April, 1526 C.E.

As we know, Babur made up his mind to conquer India, whose wealth he had heard much about. He

made several attempts between 1517 and 1526. Babar’s supreme opportunity came when he made his fifth

and last invasion of India on the invitation of Daulat Khan Lodi and Alam Khan Lodi and occupied Punjab and

adjoining areas. But when both Daulat Khan Lodi and Alam Khan turned treacherous, Babar marched to

Delhi. Meanwhile, Lodi also alerted himself and advanced from his capital to give a fitting reply to Babar. The

two forces met near Delhi at historical Panipat on April 21, 1526. Apparently, Babar’s army, estimated at

18000 soldiers, seemed hopelessly outnumbered by the Lodi troops of over one lakh. Nevertheless, of strength

of the army, Babar attacked simultaneously employing artillery force. Once the wide front of the enemy collapsed

in confusion, the Mughals surrounded the Indians on all sides. As corroborated by Babar, “by the grace and

merry of Almighty God, this difficult affair was made easy to me, and that mighty army, in the course of half a

day, was laid in the dust.”

Sultan Ibrahim Lodi died on the battle field along with 1500 of his brave men. Delhi was occupied.

Immediately, Humayun occupied Agra, where he got a vast treasure, including the “Koh-i-Noor diamond.”

Babur made Agra his headquarters. Thus, the battle of Panipat made Babar king of Delhi. It marked the end of

the second state in Babur’s conquest of Hindustan. It was decisive not only militarily but politically too; it

sealed “The magnitude of Babur’s task, therefore, began with panipat.” The defeat of Ibrahim’s army was but

the beginning of Babur’s task. The fate of the Lodis is sealed forever. Babar was master of Delhi and Agra, but

of little more”. -W. Heig. 
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










           







 


      


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



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
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3.4.2 The battle of Khanua, 17 March, 1527 C.E.

Babur’s decision to stay on in India provided a clash with the political interests of Rana Sanga of

Mewar, who coveted the throne of Delhi for himself. He would have preferred the feeble Lodis to the ferocious

and ambitious Mughals. Since the battle of Panipat, Rajputs under Rana started preparations for the final fight

with Mughals for supremacy, which had been Rana Sanga’s lone cherished ideal, “Hind pad Padshahi.” On the

other hand, Babar also made elaborate arrangements to meet the bravery and courage of the Rajputs, though

they were disputed at the outset. Babar not only encouraged his men with a stirring and impressive speech but

also impressed upon them that it is “much better to die with honour than to live with infamy” and made them

swear on God that they would not turn their faces from the warfare. Consequently, conflict became inevitable

between the Babar and the Raputs, leading to a battle at Kanua near Skiri in 1527, where Rana Sangram Singh

was defeated and Babar scored another brilliant victory.

The battle of Khanua proved far more decisive than the battle of Panipat for the defeat of the Hindu

confederacy, and the Muslim chiefs established Babar as the unquestionable victory of Hindustan. The defeat

of the Rajputs broke the myth of Rajput supremacy, which in the past had posed a constant nightmare for the

Muslim states of Northern India. The war made Babar shift his centre of gravity from Kabul to Hindustan.

3.4.3Chanderi War, 1528 C.E.

Another Rajput state that came under the control of Babar was Chanderi. Its ruler was Medini Rai,

who prepared to check the advance of Babar. Apparently, Babar proceeded to Malwa, defeated Medini Rai

in 1528, and occupied the fort of Chanderi.

3.4.4 Gogra War, 6 May, 1529 C.E.

After Chanderi’s conquest, Babar concentrated his attention on the Afghan decedents of Ibrahim Lodi

under the leadership of Mohammad Lodi, the brother of Ibrahim Lodi. Mohammad Lodi, with the support of

Bengal’s ruler, Nusrat Shah, who married Ibrahim Lodi’s daughter and considered himself a logical claimant to

the Delhi throne, threatened the Babar. An ultimate confrontation with the Afghan troops was a foregone

conclusion. Consequently, on May 6, 1529 C.E., at Gogra, Babar met the combined Afghan forces of Bihar

and Bengal at the banks of Gogra and inflicted a crushing defeat on them. This was the third and last in a series

of brilliant victories that made Babar the master of northern India.
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


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







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Babar’s empire extended from Badakshan to Bengal, from Bihar in the west, from the Himalayas in

the north, and from Chanderi in the south.

3.5 Estimate

It is clear, therefore, that he had no time to exercise his administrative skills. He was a firm believer in

the Divine Right Theory; he wanted to elevate the monarchy above all other nobles. He was a staunch Sunni

Muslim and had full faith in God, but he was not a bigot. He was rarely ferocious but generally kind and

generous.

Babar’s contribution to Indian history, therefore, is largely based on his conquests. For the first time,

he inaugurated a political empire that did not apply for religious sanction to the Khalifa, and no Mughal king

looked up to Turkey for spiritual guidance. Babar also set forth the guidelines of a future Rajput policy by

marrying Humayun and Kamran to the daughters of Medini Raji based on diplomatic alliances. Babur’s rule

also had certain cultural repercussions. On the cultural front, Bar’s literary achievements were truly momentous.

His autobiography is described as “a most remarkable piece of statistics.” Babur invented a style of verse

called “Mutai-yan.” and also penned a useful treatise on jurisprudence. He excelled equally in music and other

arts.

To conclude, while Babar cannot be described as an “empire builder,” nevertheless, none can deny

him the guidelines of an enlightened despotism that were so vigorously carried out by his successors. And also,

one has to accept that he was its founder and that only Mughal genealogy was developed.

3.6 Humayun 1530–1555 C.E.

“Of the less fortunate sultans with whom mediaeval history abounds, Humayun ranks the foremost.”

Dealt unkindly by fate as well as by posterity, he is the recipient of the maximum number of epigrams: an opium

addict; a lotus eater, who dreamt away his most precious hours in the opium eater’s paradise. “If there was a

possibility of falling, Humayun was not the man to miss it.” “He tumbled through life, and he tumbled out of it.”

—Lane Pool
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


















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
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



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
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Humayun was born on March 6, 1508, and as the eldest born son of Babar, was brought up amidst all

the affection and pampering due to being an heir. He was equally well trained in letters and the art of kingship.

He was fondly named Humayun, which means “fortunate,” but it is an irony of fate that Humayun proved to be

a very unlucky ruler. His full name was Nasir ud-din Humayun.

3.6.1 Accession of Humayun

Humayun was enthroned on December 29, 1530 C.E, three days after the death of his father. Thus,

the reason for the three-day delay was the conspiracy that was concocted during the life of Babar but ended in

failure due to the instability of Khalifa Nizamuddin Ali.

3.6.2 Humayun’s Early Difficulties

As Babur had bequeathed to Humayun “a congeries of territories uncemented,”  his son Humayun had

to face various difficulties just after his coronation. His brothers and relatives proved to be his great enemies,

and the Afghans were his worst antagonists. They still cherished hopes to regain their lost empire and wanted

to capture the throne that Babur had occupied with his efficient victories.

Babar’s last words, “behave kindly with our brothers even if they do not deserve it,”  proved fatal for

Humayun. He, being a true son, endeavoured to follow the verdict of his father in true spirit, but all three

brothers of Humayun did not prove faithful and loyal to their elder brother. As the Mughal Empire was not

properly consolidated at the time of the accession of Humayun, cooperation among the brothers was very

much required for the stability of the empire, but the selfish and ambitious brothers, instead of establishing

harmony, put hurdles in the way of their brother and weakened his position. Kamran Mirza was the most

dangerous of Humayun’s brothers, whereas Askari and Hindal were “dangerous only as tools for ambitious

men to play upon,” but they continued to create difficulties for Humayun from time to time.

Babur had lavishly distributed jagirs to his relatives. It added to their power and prestige, and they

began to aspire for the throne. As soon as Babar breathed his last, they began to raise their heads in order to

capture the throne. Mahdi Khwaja, the brother-in-law of Humayun, and Muhammad Sultan Mirza, a cousin of

Humayun, also aspired for thethrone and revolted again and again to achieve their goal. Thus, the brothers and

the relatives of Humayun also increased his miseries and added to his difficulties.
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https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/
commons/thumb/e/e6/
Aurangzeb_in_old_age_2.jpg/255px-
Aurangzeb_in_old_age_2.jpg
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3.6.3 Humayun’s Military Weakness

In such a critical situation, the personal character of the ruler was a matter of vital significance, but

Humayun, though he possessed all the Humayun virtues of his great father, lacked “the decision and spirit of

command, without which no prince can secure the respect and confidence of his subjects.” He was too gentle

and good to be successful at such an age and under such circumstances. Humayun failed due to his “beautiful

but unwise” clemency. He did not indulge in war against his enemies one by one, like a true statesman and

shrewd politician, but rather he divided his forces and fought on all fronts simultaneously. It weakened the army

and shattered the power of the Mughals. They were the same forces that had defeated the advance guards of

Rana Sanga and won laurels for Babar. In fact, Humayun, owing to his own incapability, had weakened their

valour and marred their confidence, which resulted in a series of failures against the enemy and brought a bad

name to the army and its commander as well.

3.7 Division of Empire

Humayun treated his brothers very kindly and divided his empire among them. He granted Kabul and

Kandhar to Mirza Kamran; Sambhal was given to Askari; and Mewar to Hindal. According to Akbarnama,

Mirza Suleiman was confirmed in Badakshan, and every one of the Amirs also received an increment of his

Jagisr. DR. A. Srivastava condemned this foolhardy policy of Humayun as it had weakened the strength of the

kingdom. But Dr. R.P. Tripathi feels that Mongols and Turks It was the only way to save the country from civil

war, but it was definitely wrong on the part of Humayun to grant Punjab to Kamran later on. It exalted the

prince to the possession of dominion and power nearly equal to his own.

Kamran, being a great flatterer, also succeeded in getting the district of Hissar Firoza from Humayun.

It further put hurdles in the recruitment of soldiers for the Mughal army. Dr. Ishwari Prasad has aptly remarked

in this connection that “it was a mistake on Humayun’s part to make these concessions, because they created

a barrier between him and the lands beyond the Afghan hills.”

3.8 Humayun’s conquests

3.8.1 Expedition of Kalinjar, 1531 C.E.

The first expedition of Hujmayun as emperor of India was on Kalinjar. It became all the more imperative

for the Mughals to secure the possession of the fort since Bahdur Shah had annexed Malwa. Taking advantage
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
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






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



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of the threat against Kalpi by Raja, Humayun was determined to seize Kalinjar fort and led the expedition in

March 1531 C.E. The Raja barely signed a truce when Humayun received the news of Afghan turbulence in

the east and their seizure of Jaunpur.

After the Kalinjar expedition, Humayun targeted the seizure of the fort of Chunar, “the gateway to

eastern India,” and a centre of enormous wealth that was held by Shersha, the rising star of the east. Humayun

defeated Shersha and occupied Chunar in 1532, but Sherkhan cleverly delayed complying with the imperial

order. Meanwhile, Humayun left Chunar in a hurry while accepting peace proposals instead of crushing his

power completely. It was indeed the greatest blunder committed by Humayun, for which he was later deprived

of his throne.

3.8.2Against Bahadur Shah of Gujarat, 1535–36 C.E.

Gujarat, as the largest production centre of textiles, metalwork, and semi-precious stones, not only

serves as the pivot for all economic activity and wealth but also strategically and financially has always proved

a “cynosure” for the Indian rulers. Humayun showed no inclination to conquer it due to his involvement in

eastern India. But, the occupation of Rajput kingdoms by Bahadur Shah and the appeal of Rani Karnavati for

help led to the change in Humayun’s action against Bahadur Shah. Besides expanding territories, Bahadur

Shah stressed Humayun’s enemies like Alam Khan, Mohammed Zaman Mirza, and the Governor of Kalpi.

Provoked by all these, Humayun declared war on Bahadru Shah on April 20, 1535 C.E., scored an easy

victory, and appointed his brother Askari as its governor. Again, without consolidating these conquests, he

indulged in pleasures. Meanwhile, Bahadur Shah expelled Askari from Gujarat and reoccupied. Thus, Humayun’s

conquest of Gujarat did not yield any outstanding benefits to him.

3.8.3 Wars and encounters with Sher Shah

Another important tragedy in the life of Humayun was that he had Sher Sha as the contemporary ruler.

On the one hand, Sher Shah was a shrewd politician, cunning, and a man of commitment who had the tendency

to rise to the occasion even in remote circumstances. On the other hand, he had the potential to defeat the

opponent on a couple of occasions, but due to a lack of indecisiveness to discern the greater devil, lamentably

lacked the shrewdness to take decisions and a spirit of command, was prone to introspection over the course

of action, and had the tendency to procrastinate, which earned him the reputation of dreaming away his

precious hours.
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









 
















 

 















216



It was in the year 1532 that Sherkhan made a submission to him after Humayun defeated him. Ironically,

Sherkhanutilised this occasionally to build a vast reservoir of resources for himself. Quietly and wisely, he built

a large, powerful army and strengthened his position by occupying Bengal and Bihar. Misled by Hindu Beg,

Humayun delayed focusing his attention on Sher Shah. But finally, when Mohammed Shah, the ruler of Bengal,

came to his rescue, Humayun marched against Sherkhan in 1537. This time, both were involved in three wars.

They were the Chunar War in 1537, the Chousa War in 1539, and the Battle of Kanauz in 1540.

In the first war of Chunar, in July 1537, Humayun easily defeated Sherkhan, but Sher Shah left for

Ghor, the capital of Bengal. where he not only captured Ghor but also its immense treasure. Though Humayun

got even the Ghor, meanwhile, Sher Sha collected all the Afghans and, with the help of his large army, captured

Chunar, Banares, Jaunpur, Kanauz, and Patna. His extended territories naturally gave a fillip to the morale of

his soldiers, and Afghan rallies rallied between Delhi and Bengal so that no provisions could reach Humayun.

So Humayun had to retreat, but Sherkhan finally routed the Mughal forces in a surprise attack at Chousa, near

Baxar, on the bank of the Ganga (1539). The Humyun army suffered heavy losses, and Humayun himself

narrowly escaped to Agra. The battle of Chausa gave a tremendous morale gift to Sherkhan, and with this, he

assumed the insignia of royalty as well as the title of “Sher Shah Alam Sultan-ul-Adil.”

As soon as Humayun reached Agra via Kalpi, he tried to motivate his brothers but failed. Humayun,

mistrustful of Kamran and Hindal, wanted to avenge his defeat at the hands of Sher Sha himself. Kamran left

for Lahore, leaving only three hundred soldiers for Humayun’s help. Thus, two armies met near Bilgram, where

Humayun was once again defeated by Shersha, fled to Agra, and persisted until they reached Lahore. Nasir

Khan established supremacy at Delhi and Sambhal. Gwalior was conquered after almost a year. Sher Sha

entered Agra on June 18, 1540 C.E., to begin the Second Afghan Rule in India.

3.9 Humayun in Exile, 1540–1555 C.E.

So long as Shersha Suri reigned, the Mughals dared not stage a comeback. But his sudden death in

1545, followed by those of his seven successors, heartened the disintegration of the empire, which ultimately

suited or much awaited Humayun. Humayun, who was pursued by Shersha till Lahore and also refused by his

brothers to give him asylum, The homeless wonderer, first in Sindh, then in Marwar, and finally in Sindh again

In the midst of his misery, Akbar was born at Amarkot on November 23, 1542. It was here that Bairam Khan,

who later became famous as Akbar’s guardian, re-joined him.
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






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In 1544, Humayun finally settled in the court of Shah Tamshph and brought Qandhar and handed it

over to the Sha. In 1545, with the help of Shahi’s army, Humayun captured Qandhar and Kbul. Later he

moved to India, and after defeating Sikinder Sur, the ruler of India, at Sirhind, he occupied Delhi and Agra in

1555.

3.10 Death of Humayun

Humayun, anyhow, succeeded in getting the throne of Delhi after prolonged ups and downs, but he

could not rule over India for a long time. One day at the time of sunset, the Emperorascended the top of his

library at Din Panah and stood there for a short while, but when he was descending, his foot slipped and he fell

down from the stairs. He received a serious head injury that caused his death just a day after the accident on

January 26, 1556 C.E. Akbar was immediately summoned to the capital as he was nominated as the emperor’s

successor.

Humayun, the fortunate, was the most unfortunate ruler who sat on the thrones of Delhi and Agra. in

spite of doing well by others and being generous with his brothers. But it was his good luck that, towards the

end of his life, he could establish his control over India again; otherwise, posterity would not have known him

as a significant Mughal ruler, and historians would not have included his name in history. Dr. S. Roy has aptly

remarked, “With all his weaknesses and failings, Humayun has a significant place in Indian history, which is

perhaps not always duly appreciated.” Really, he was immortalised in the deeds of his son Akbar the Great,

who proved to be the most illustrious after the Mughals.

3.11 Sher Shah and the Surs

3.11.0 Objectives

3.11.1              Introduction

3.12            Sher Shah’s Early Life and Career

3.12.1 Wars with Humayun and his Emergence as an Indian Ruler

3.12.2             Death and Succession

3.12.3 Reforms of Sher Sha Suri
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3.11.0 Objectives

 The Rise of Shersha Suri

 His early life and wars with Humayun

 Administration of Shersha Suri

3.11.1 Introduction

After the flight of Humayun, Sher Shah was the master of Hindustan. The rule of this talented Afghan

was generally welcomed by the Indian Muslims. He never oppressed his Hindu subjects, and his fiscal and

other reforms became the basis of many of Akbar’s most famous measures. A Muslim historian says that during

Sher Shah’s reign, travellers and wayfarers had no need to keep watch, nor had they feared halting in the

middle of the desert. No man dared to breathe in opposition to him.

3.12 Sher Shah’s Early Life and Career

Although Sherkhan had no royal blood in him, he still came from a respectable Afghan family in the Sur

section of the Mati clan. His real name was Farid, and he was the son of a Hasan who held a jagir Sasaram for

the maintenance of 500 horses. When his father died, Daulat Khan procured the imperial seal for the Jagir in

Farid’s name. Farid entered the service of Bihar Khan Lohani, who ruled the country from Jaunpur to Bihar in

virtual independence. When Farid slew a tiger in a hunting excursion, Bihar Khan gave him the title of Sher

Khan, or Tiger-lord. Through the intrigues of his half-brother Sulaiman, Sher Khan lost his Jagir and entered

the service of the governor of Jaunpur under Babar (1527). Then he entered Babar’s service and caught the

attention of Babur, who told one of his ministers, “Keep an eye on Sher Khan; he is a clever man, and the

marks of royalty are visible on his forehead.” Though Sher Khan was suspected by the Afghan chiefs, he was

able to conciliate his former enemies and organise a strong Sur power in the western half of South Bihar. When,

in 1528, Mahmud Lodi came to the east, Sher Khan’s position became delicate. He had to oppose Babur and

submit to him with other Surs and Lohanis at the end of March 1529. Jalal Khan, the son of Muhammad

Lohani, was restored to his possessions by Babur. As he was a mere boy, his mother called him Sher Khan and

made him her deputy. Sher Khan, as governor of Bihar, followed the same policy of administrative centralization

and revenue reforms as had marked his work on his father’s Jagir. This made him popular with the peasants,

though not with the nobles. Here he creates a strong bodyguard, which becomes the nucleus of an army in

times of need. He took the fort of Chunar, 28 miles west of Varanasi, agreeing to submit himself to Babur. After
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the death of Babur came the formidable Afghan rebellion headed by Mahmud Lodi and the campaign of

Humayun against him, followed by the siege of Chunar and the peace that Humayun concluded with Sher Khan

in order to be free to deal with Bhadur of Gujarat. Sher Khan’s alliance with Humayun was short-lived. Kutb

Khan, whom Sher Khan had sent with the Mughal ruler, deserted him with his followers and joined his father.

In fact, Kutb Khan was in charge of the defence of Chunar when Humayun invested it in 1537–38.

3.12.1 Wars with Humayun and His Emergence as an Indian Ruler

In 1537 C.E., after having received a request from Mahmood Shah, the ruler of Bengal, Humayun

marched towards the east, but he wasted a lot of time in occupying Chunagarh. In the meantime, Sher Khan

succeeded in plundering Gaur and went back to Bihar. In the meantime, Mahmood Shah breathed his last in

the royal camp of Humayun. due to the wounds that he had sustained in the previous battle. Sher Khan also

captured the fortress of Rohtasargh in 1538. He puts his family and treasure in his fort and decides to measure

swords with Humayun.

Humayun went to Bengal and settled in Gaur for a long time. In the meantime, Sher Khan cut off his

communication and blocked his way back. He defeated Humayun in the Battle of Chausa in 1539 C.E. It

made Sher Khan the emperor of northern India. In 1540 C.E., he finally defeated Humayun in the battle of

Kannauj and forced him to go into exile from India. After the departure of Humayun, Sher Khan established his

control over Agra and Delhi without any delay, and thus he established the second Afghan empire in India by

ousting the Mughals from India.

3.12.2   Death and Succession

Sher Shah started the siege of Kalinjar in 1543and was killed on May 22, 1545, during the siege of

Kalinjar fort. When all tactics to subdue this fort failed, Sher Shah ordered the walls of the fort to be blown up

with gunpowder, but he was seriously wounded as a result of the explosion of a mine when the Rajput garrison

of the fort attacked his encampment at night. He was succeeded by his son, Jalal Khan, who then continued the

siege and slaughtered the whole Rajput garrison of Kalinjar fort and took the title of Islam Shah. His mausoleum,

the Sher Sha Suri Tomb (122 feet high), stands in the middle of an artificial lake at Sasaram, a town on the

Grand Trunk Road. K.R. Qanungo writes, “Thus passed away in the middle of the career of victory and

beneficent activity the great soldier and statesman, with whom there appeared for the persecuted Hindus the

dawn of that era of toleration, justice, and equality of political rights, which broadened into dazzling noon on the

accession of Akbar.”
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3.13 Reforms of Sher Sha Suri

Sher Sha Suri was undoubtedly one of the ablest rulers of India. He consolidated his power practically

over the whole of North India in a few years. The system of administration that he evolved combined the best

elements of the Hindu and Muslim traditions of India. The noble mausoleum at Sasaram, which he prepared for

himself, shows his taste for architecture. He built a new city at Delhi and a second city, Rohtas, in the Punjab.

His administrative reforms were based in some respects on Ala-ud-din’s institutions. He had a powerful

army of 150,000 horses, 25,000 foot, and 5000 elephants, besides artillery. At strategic points, there were

garrisons under faujdars. Strict discipline was maintained in the army. He took measures to minimise the

chances of corruption. Sher Shah personally supervised the recruitment of soldiers. He fixed their salaries and

had descriptive rolls maintained. He revived the system of branding horses to prevent fraudulent musters.

In his time, land revenue was assessed on the basis of measurement. The assessment was liberal, but

the collections were strict. People could pay the taxes in kind or in cash, but the latter was preferred.

The empire was divided into sarkars, which were again subdivided into parganas. There was a well-organised

bureaucracy for efficient government. Officers were periodically transferred. The village community was

responsible for crimes within its borders. Punishments for crimes were very severe. Sher Shah showed no

consideration for rank or position in the matter of punishment for crimes. He did not tolerate any injury done to

cultivation. He introduced a reformed system of currency, which lasted throughout the Mughal period and was

maintained by the East India Company down to 1835. V.A. Smith rightly observes: “it is the basis of the

existing British currency” (up to 1947). This silver rupee of 180 grains, containing 175 grains of pure silver,

became the standard coin. The coins bore the king’s name in Nagari characters in addition to Arabic inscriptions.

Sher Shah followed the example of Hindu rulers in planting trees. Providing wells and saris for the accommodation

of travelers to facilitate the movement of the troops and of goods in commerce, he improved the Grand Trunk

Road, which ran from East Bengal to the Indus, and built several other routes. Considering the shortness of his

reign and the turbulent nature of the period, it may be said that Sher Shah has shown an admirable record as a

ruler.

3.14 Akbar the Great

3.14.0              Objectives

3.14.1              Introduction
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3.15              Second Battle of Panipat (1556)

3.15.1 Occupation of Delhi and Agra

3.16 Akbar’s Conquests

3.16.1 Occupation of Delhi and Agra

3.16.2 Conquest of Gwalior and Jaunpur (1558–60)

3.16.3          Conquest of Malwa (161-62)

3.16.4 Conquest of Gondwana (1564)

3.16.5 Conquest of Chittor (1567–68)

3.16.6 Conquest of Ranthambhor and Kalinjar (1569)

3.16.7 Submission of Jodhpur and Bikaner

3.16.8 War against Rana Pratap of Mewar (1572–1591)

3.16.9           Conquest of Gujarat (1552-1573)

3.16.10          Conquest of Bengal (1576-80)

3.16.11         Annexation of Kabul (1585)

3.16.12 Conquest of Kashmir (1586–87)

3.16.13        Conquest of Sindh(1581)

3.16.14        Conquest of Qnadhar (1595)

3.16.15        Conquest of Ahmednagar

3.16.16 Capture of Asisrgarh

3.17 Rajput Policy of Akbar

3.17.1              Matrimonial Alliances
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3.17.2          Admission of Rajputs in Royal Service

3.17.3           Freedom of Worship to the Rajputs

3.17.4          Warfare Against some Rajputs

3.18 Religious Policy of Akbar

3.18.1          Reading of Khutuba (1579)

3.18.2           Infallibility Decree (1579)

3.18.3          Din-I-Ilahi (1581-82)

3.18.4 Principles and practices of Din—Ilahi

3.19 Personality of Akbar

3.14.0 Objectives

 The Life History of Akbar

 Conquest of Akbar

 Rajput policy under Akbar

 Religious policy of Akbar

3.14.1 Introduction

Jalal-ud-din Mohammad Akbar is decidedly the greatest of all the Mughal emperors and one of the

most renowned sovereigns of the world. Born in 1542, this beloved son of Humayun ascended the throne of

India in 1556 when he was hardly fourteen years old. Notwithstanding the early difficulties which this young

chap was confronted with set himself to the task of crushing his rivals and conquering the whole of India. With

the help of his nobles and generals he succeeded in acquiring almost the whole of northern India and certain

portions of the Deccan. In this way he created a big empire and thereafter consolidate that by giving it an
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excellent system of administration. As a shrewd statesman he won over the Rajputs to his side and made them

shed their life blood in the service of the Muhgal Empire. He reconciled the Hindus to his rule by following a

secular policy and that of matrimonial alliances. He did a lot for the development of art and literature. To cap it

all, he brought about many social reforms and devoted himself day and night towards the welfare of his

subjects. Due to all this he ranks with the most outstanding sovereigns of the world and is acclaimed as Akbar

the Great.

After the death of Humayun in January, 1556, his son, Akbar ascended the throne of India. At the time,

as Mr. V.A. Smith points out, he could not be said to possess any kingdom. He had a few districts of the

Punjab and enemies all round. The Afghan Mohammed Shah Adil, was still alive and his general Hemu was a

strong power to be reckoned with. The Afghans had not reconciled themselves to recovery of Humayun. The

Rajputs were enjoying unchallenged possession of their territory and thus were as powerful as ever in their

independent States like Mewr, Johpur, Ranathambor, Kalnjar, Jaisalmer, etc. Malwa, Gondwana and Gujarat

had also asserted their independence. Towards the west, Multan and Sindh were ruled by independent kings.

The Deccan States of Ahmednagar, Bijapur, Golkonda, Bidar and Berar were as independent as at the time of

Babur’s invasion. Obviously, the task was a formidable one for Akbar the more so as he was only a boy

fourteen year at that time.

3.15Second Battle of Panipat (1556 C.E)

Hemu, Prime Minster of Mhammad Adil Shah, was most dangerous rival of Akbar. As an ambitious

Hindu chief, he inspired to become the master of the whole of India. He gathered a big force, conquered Agra

and marched towards Delhi. Tardi Beg, the Mughal governor of Delhi, could not dare tight against him with the

result that Delhi also fell into the hands of Hemu, without any difficulty or bloodshed. Akbar was alarmed at

such a desperate situation. But fortunately, Bairam Khan came to his rescue. The faithful regent of Akbar at

once got Tardi Beg executed, gathered forces and sent an expedition against Hemu. At the Historic filed of

Panipat a battle was fought in November, 1556 between the Mughals and the Afghans in which the Mughals

came out victorious. Hemu was arrested and later on executed.

The second battle of Panipat proved to be an even of far-reaching significance in our history. As a

result of this, the Afghan pretensions to the sovereignty of India were gone once for all and ground prepare for

the restoration of Mughal Empire in India.
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3.16 Akbar’s Conquests

3.16.1Occupation of Delhi and Agra

After the conquest of Panipat, Akbar marched straight of Delhi to regain his lot possession. “All the

inhabitants of the city of every degree come forth to give His Majesty a suitable reception and to conduct him

with due hour into the city.” Without any difficulty he also succeeded in occupying Agra. His victorious and

occupations significantly changed Akabr’s positions.

3.16.2Conquest of Gwalior and Jaunpur (1558-60 C.E.)

The celebrated fort of Gwalior was held by Suhail, one of the slaves of Sultan Muhammad Adil.

Towards the close of 1558, Akbar sent Habib Ali Sultan and Kiya Khan to capture the fort, Suhail offered

resistance for some time, but later, finding him helpless, he also surrendered.Thus,Gwalior was captured. In

March 1559, Khan Zaman was sent with a big force towards Jaunpur and he succeeded in conquering that

territory also which was annexed to the imperial dominions.

3.16.3Conquest of Malwa (1661-62 C.E.)

In 1561, Akbar sent a force under Adam Khan to affect the conquest of Malwa. When Baz Bahadur,

the ruler of Malwa, learnt about the march of the Mughals, he gathered his forces, and prepared himself to give

a battle to the enemies. Thus Adam Khan came victorious but the task had not yet been completed when he

was dismissed because of the excesses committed by him in that country. He was replaced by Pir Mohammad.

He was also unable to control Malwa, Akbar now sent another trusted lieutenant Abdulla Khan against Malwa.

Baz Bahadur being unable to withstand him resorted to fight and took shelter with Rana of Mewar but eventually

he threw himself at the mercy of the Emperor, Malwa was thus conquered.

3.16.4Conquest of Gondwana (1564 C.E)

Gondwana was virtually governed by the astute and powerful lady, Rani Durgawati, who acted a
regent for her minor son, Bir Naryan. In 1564, without any cause and justification, Asaf Khan, the governor of
Kara, marched against the Rani under the directions of the emperor. The Rani resisted the enemies gallantly
with a force of 20,000 horsemen plus 500 elephants but ultimately, finding herself helpless she committed
suicide thus preferring death to dishonors. Her minor son was killed. Gondwana was finally annexed to the
Mughal Empire.

3.16.5Conquest of Chittor (1567-68 C.E)
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Akbar now thought of conquering the strong fortress of Chittor. He had already won over certain

Rajput chiefs by friendship and matrimonial alliances but Udai Singh of Mewar had not recognized his sovereignty.

So, Akbar personally marched against him in 1567. The Rana left 7,000 or 8,000 men to hold chitter under the

command of Jai Mal and himself retire to the hills. It is said that the emperor vowed that if he came out

successful, he would make a pilgrimage to the tomb of Khwaja Salim Chisti at Ajmer. Th Rajputs fought very

bravely but finding themselves helpless the women performed the Jouhar ceremony. Jai Mal died fighting

gallantly in the battle field. Chittor was thus conquered. In accordance with his vow the emperor paid a visit to

Ajmer and returned to Agra in March 1568.

3.16.6Conquest of Ranthambhor and Kalinjar (1569 C.E)

In December 1568 the Emperor marched with a big force towards Ranthmbhor “one of the strongest

and highest fortresses of Hindustan”. Towards February of next year, they reached the scene of action, Batteries

were raised, and several breaches effected with the cannons. Rai Surjan Hara, the commander of the fort,

feeling himself helpless in the teeth of opposition used for peace. He sent his two sons, Dudh and Bhoj, to the

emperor. The latter very kindly received them. Then the Rai waited upon the emperor, submitted before him

and joined the Royal Service.

In this year Manjnun Khan was sent to capture the fort of Kalinjar. Raja Ram Chandra of Kalinjar,

who had heard the news of the capture of Chittor and Ranathambhor forts, himself submitted. Thus,Kalinjr

was conquered in August 1569.

3.16.7Submission of Jodhpur and Bikaner

The Rajas of Jodhpur and Bikaner, Rai Maldo and Raja Kalyan Mal, also recognized the sovereignty

of the Mughal Emperor. The former sent his son Chandra Sen to pay his allegiance and the latter offered his

daughter in marriage to the emperor.

3.16.8 War against Rana Pratap of Mewar(1572-1591 C.E)

After the death of Udai Singh in 1572, Maharana Pratap ascended the throne of Mewar. A very brave

and ambitious young man, a patriot through and through, Maharana Pratap wanted to reconquer Chittor

and once again revive the glory of the Mewar kingdom.In stark contrast to other Rajput rulers who

accommodated and formed alliances with the various Muslim dynasties in the subcontinent, the state of Mewar,

led by Pratap Singh, gained distinction for its refusal to form any political alliance with the Mughal Empire and

227



its resistance to Muslim domination. The conflicts between Pratap Singh and Akbar led to the Battle of

Haldighati.He thought it most disparaging and disgraceful to yield to Emperor Akbar. He even boldly condemned

as weak and cowardly and those Rajput chiefs who had surrendered before Emperor Akbar and offered their

sisters and daughters to him in marriage. Not unnaturally this could not be tolerated by Akbar and so he

declared war against Rana Prathap.

The Mughal forces under the leadership of Man Singh marched Against the Rana the latter came out to

resist them with 3,000 horsemen. At Haldighat a fierce battle was fought in 1576. The Mharana gave a

wonderful proof of his bravery. He, however, received a serious wound and so was obliged to retire to the hills.

The Mughals came out victorious but by now were too exhausted to pursue the Rana.

Haldighati War  1576
warhttps://www.google.com/
url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Findianexpress.com%2Farticle%2Fexplained%2Fhaldighati-elsewhere-
battle-honours-wanted-unwanted-
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Though the Rana was defeated in the battle of Haldighat he did not lose heart. He continued fighting

against the Mughals right up to his death and after him his son Amar Singh continued the warfare against the

Rana.

3.16.9Conquest of Gujarat (1552-1573 C.E)

Akbar was very eager to conquer Gujarat which was a very important place form commercial point of

view. Fortunately for him the country at that time was without any settled government. It was divided into seven

warning principalities over which the nominal king. Muzaffar Shah III, a prince of doubtful legitimacy, exercised

little authority. So favorable was the situation that one of the local chiefs Itimad Khan even sent him an invitation.

Accordingly in July 1572 Akbar marched out of his capital. He went to Patan where he stayed for a few days

and was joined by Man Singh and he marched towards Ahmedabad, the capital, reputed to be one of the finest

cities in the world at that time. Sultan Muzaffar honored theEmperor and humbly submitted before him. Itimad

Khan presented the keys of Ahmedabad and showed every sign of submission.

Akbar now sent a force under BhagwanDass and Man Singh towards Surat which was the home and

stronghold of the Mirzas. After a brief resistance Hussian Mirza of Surat found himself helpless and ran away.

Thus, the Mughals won a complete victory. Akbar retired to the capital victorious.

Hardly six months had passed when fresh troubles broke out in Gujarat. The emperor marched from

Fatehpur to Ahmedabad covering a distance of 600 miles in nine days-the quickest campaign on record.

However, he suppressed all the troubles and appointed Khan-i-Azam Mirza Koka as the Governor of Gujarat

and returned to the capital in October 1573.

3.16.10Conquest of Bengal (1576-80 C.E)

Akbar engaged Khan-i-KhananMunim Khan and Raja Todar Mal for the conquest of Bengal. After

ceaseless efforts of about 4 years, they succeeded in bringing about the complete conquest of Bengal. Daud

Khan, the ruler, was expelled. Thus as Dr. Smith says that  the “independence of Bengal came to an end with

Daud, the dissolutecamp who knew nothing of the business of governing.”

3.16.11Annexation of Kabul (1585 C.E)
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Kabul was held by Hakim Mirza, the brother of Akbar. In 1579-80, he grew rebellious and tried to

capture Punjab. Akbar sent a force against him and suppressed his mischievous designs but showed him great

kindness and affection by allowing him to retain Kbaul. On his death in July, Kabul was annexed to the Empire.

3.16.12 Conquest of Kashmir (1586-87)

In 1586, Akbar sent a force under Raja BhagwanDass against Kashmir. Yusuf Khan, the ruler of

Kashmir, offered a resistance for some time but at last surrendered. Yaqub, son of Yusuf, who asserted his

authority in Kashmir, continued to be rebellious. Akbar sent Kasim Khan against him. The chiefs of Kashmir,

who were distressed with the rule of Yaqub, deserted him and joined Kashim Khan. At last,Yqub was defeated.

Kashmir was conquered and annexed in 1587.

3.16.13Conquest of Sindh(1581 C.E)

The territory around Thatta, the southern part of Sindh, was practically independent. Its ruler, Jani Beg

had not substantially acknowledged the Mughal supremacy but nominally. Akbar sent a force under Khan-i-

KhananAbdur Rahim. Jani Beg offered resistance for some time, inflicted heavy losses upon Mughals. Dharu,

son of Todar Mal, also died on the battle field. But at last,Beg submitted. He also offered his daughter in

marriage to the son of Khan-i-Khanan.

3.16.14Conquest of Qnadhar (1595 C.E)

The year 1595 saw the completion of the conquest and annexation of Qandhar and other territories of

the north-west. In February, Mir Masum captured the fort of Siri form the Afghans as a resultof which all

Baluchistan, as far as Qandhr including Mekran, fell into the hands of the Mughals. In April, Qandhar was also

conquered. The Persian governor himself surrendered the city. The Shah of Persia at that time was busy in

fighting against the Uzbegs and was not in a position to fight against the Mughals. Shah Beg took over the

charge of Qandhar. The turbulent tribes of Yusuzais and Roshniyas were also defeated and crushed by the

imperial forces.

Conquest of Deccan (1592-1602) having conquered the bulk of Northern India, Akbar turned his

attention towards the South. He sent missions to the rulers of Ahmednagar, Bijapur, Golkonda, Bihar and

Khandesh asking them to recognize his sovereignty. But all of them practically refused to do so. Hence Akbar

decided to declare war against them.
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3.16.15Conquest of Ahmednagar

In 1595, Akbar sent a force under Prince Murad and Khan-i-khananAbdur Rahim towards this powerful

Nizamshahi kingdom. At this time the kingdom governed by Chand Bibi who fought with masculine courage

and resolution. She offered a tough resistance. At last peace was concluded according to which the Mughals

were given Berar while Ahmednagar and its orginal dependencies were too retained by the ruler of Ahmednagar.

Soon afterwards the nobles of Nizamshahikundgom tried to turn the Mughals out of Berar. The Mughals could

not tolerate this. They marched against the enemies. The Emperor came personally to direct the campaign. The

rulers of Bijapur, Golconda, and Khandesh sent to help to Nixamsahi and thus made a united front against the

Mughals. A battle was fought at Supa in which the Mughals came out triumphant. Ahamednagar was thus

conquered in August 1600.

3.16.16Capture of Asisrgarh

Miran Bahadur of Khandesh had refused to acknowledge imperial sovereignty when asked to do so.

Akbar, therefore, marched against him. Burhanpur, the capital, was easily taken over. Then the strong fortress

of Asirgarh was attacked. The enemies offered a tough resistance. It is said that Akbar had to resort to

treachery and that gates of the fort were opened by the golden keys. Thus, the fort was conquered. Akbar

wanted to conquer the other states of the Deccan but due to the revolt of Prince Salim he had to go to the

north. Soon afterwards he died and thus he could not cherish his desire of conquering whole of south.

Thus, by the year 1602 Akbar became the master of almost the whole of Northern India and certain

portions of the Deccan. His empire extended up to the Himalayas in the north, Godavri in the South, Bengal in

the east and Kabul and Qandhar in the west. It included as many as 18 provinces. It was, indeed, a big

achievement of Akbar to have created such a big empire and also to have brought about the political unity of

India under him.

3.17Rajput Policy of Akbar

Akbar was a great statesman. Soon after his accession to the throne he came to the conclusion that the
friendship of the Raputs, a brave and fearless community, would be very valuable and that it would be disastrous
to follow a policy of warfare and bloodshed against them. As the Rajputs were the military leaders of the Hindu
community and also the best fighting men of India he fully realized that there could be no empire without the
Rajputs. He also came to the conclusion that no social or political synthesis without their intelligent and effective
co-operation was possible in India. So he adopted the policy of conciliation and set himself to the task of
reconciling the Rajputs to the Mughal rule. But wherever the method of friendship failed to win them over
Akbar did not hesitate to resort to warfare. But in the course of war, if any Rajput states at war offered
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submission, Akbar would not prolong the war and would accept the terms of peace. Amber, Bikaner, Jodhpur
and Jaisalmer were among those Rajput states that offered unsolicited submission and concluded friendly

alliances with the Emperor. Ranthambor and Kalingaroffered some resistance but later on came to honorable

settlement. Mewar was the only important Rajput state that offered gallant resistance and could not be

subordinated by the emperor. The chief features of Akbar’s Rajput policy may thus be studied as follows: -

3.17.1Matrimonial Alliances

In the first instance, the emperor, entered into a scheme of matrimonial alliances with the Rajput chiefs.

The first Rajput who gave his daughter to marriage to the emperor was Bihari Mal, the Kachhwa Raja of

Amber. In 1562, the Rajput chief along with his family waited upon the Emperor at Sangmir, while he was on

his way to Ajmer. He expressed his desire to join the imperial service. He also offered his daughter in marriage

to the emperor which was gladly accepted. Bihari Mal was given a command of 5,000 while his son, Bhagwan

Das and grandson, Man Singh, were also enrolled as mansabdars. This marriage is a momentous event in the

history of India. In the words of Dr. Beni Prasad, “It symbolized the dawn of a new era in Indian politics; it

agave the country a line of remarkable sovereigns; it secured to the four generations of Mughal emperors the

services of some of the greatest captains and diplomats that medieval India produced.”

Realizing the advantage of the Mughal alliance, Bikaner’s ruler, Kalyan Mal, also married off his

daughter to the emperor. His son Rai Singh joined the imperial service. Bhim Singh of Jaisalmar did not lag

behind. He too submitted to the Mughal Emperor by giving in marriage his daughter to him.

3.17.2Admission of Rajputs in Royal Service

Hitherto all high posts were denied to Hindus. Under Sher Shah some attempts were made to reconcile

the Hindus, but under his successors the process was virtually discontinued. Akbar rising above the established

Muslim traditions welcomed and appreciated the services of the Rajputs in the empire. He granted them high

posts of power and responsibility both in civil and military departments. Raja todar Mal, Raja Bhagwan Das

and Raja Man Singh were some of these Ruputs who enjoyed very high posts in the empire. Thousands of

other Rajputs joined the imperial army and began to fight and win victories for the empire.

3.17.3Freedom of Worship to the Rajputs
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Akbar granted freedom of worship and liberty of conscience to the Rajputs. He neither persecutes nor

imposed any restriction upon them. He abolished such pernicious and discriminating taxes as Jaziya and Pilgrim

Tax. He followed the policy of harmony instead of that of humiliation and could win their cooperation.

3.17.4Warfare Against some Rajputs

Whenever Akabr’s policy of conciliation failed, he would at once resort to the policy of warfare in

order to subdue them. As Mewar had refused to acknowledge the over lordship of the emperor, he decided to

subordinate it by force. In 1567, he marched with a big force towards Meawr. When UdaiSkigh, Rana of

Mewar, heard about the approach of to the care of Jai Mal and Phatta with 8,000 braveRajputs. The imperialists

besieged the fort; though the Rajputs tried to defend it gallantly but they were in the long run defeated, Chittor

was conquered by the imperialists.

After the death of Udai Singh in 1572, Maharana Pratap ascended the throne of Mewar. He thought

it disgraceful and disparaging for the Rajputs who had degraded themselves by joining the imperial service and

married off their daughters and sisters to the emperor. Akbar could not tolerate this. In 1576, he sent a force

under Man Singh and Asaf Khan against him. A battle was fought at Haldighati. The Mughals came out

victorious and the Rana having been defeated ran away to the hills. After some time, the Rana came out of the

hills and re-conquered some of his lost territories. Thus Akbar, in spite of his best efforts, could not subdue the

Rana ether by friendship or by force. 

3.18 Religious Policy of Akbar

Among all the Muslim kings who ruled over India Akbar was the most liberal exponent of religious

tolerant policy. There were certain factors that determine his policy. Akbar’s mother, the daughter of a Persian

scholar, sowed in his mind the seeds of toleration. Secondly, Akbar’s early contact with Sufism, during his stay

in the court of Kabul, where many Sufi had fled away from Persia under the pressure of Safavi persecution,

and subsequently the influence of his tutor, ‘Abdul Latif, impressed upon his mind the worth of liberal and

sublime ideas and made him eager to “attain the ineffable bliss of direct contact with the Divine Reality”. Lastly,

his Rajput wives and his contact with the Hinduism, and the reformation movements of his time, made an

impression on his imaginative mind. We are told even by the hostile critic Baduni that “he would sit many a

morning alone in prayer and melancholy, on a large flat stone of an old building near the (Fathpur) place in a

lonely spot with his head bent over his chest, and gathering the bliss off early hours.” The conflicts of the

different religious sects shocked his soul, and he devoted himself “to the evolution of a new religion, which he
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hoped would prove to be a synthesis of all the warring creeds and capable of uniting the discordant elements

of his vast empire into one harmonious whole.”

Formation of Ibadat Akbar observed the external forms of the Sunni faith until 1575, when his association

with Shaikh Mubarak and his two sons, Faizi and Abul Fazl, produced a change in his views. He then caused

a building to be constructed at Fathpur Sikri, called the Ibadat-Khanaor the House of Worship, with a view to

discussing philosophical and theological questions. He first summoned there the learned divines of Islam, but

their discussions soon took the shape of “vulgar rancor, morbid orthodoxy and personal attacks” and they

could not reply to some of the queries of Akbar to his satisfaction. In fact, their petty wrangling, of which

Badauni gives a graphic picture, failed to satisfy his inquisitive soul, and led him to seek truth elsewhere. He

therefore called to the Ibadat-Khana the wise men of different religious and sects, notably Hindu philosophers

like Purushottama,, Devi and some others; some Jain teachers, the most prominent of them being Hari Vijay

Suri, Vijaya Sen Suri and BhanuchandraUpadhayya ; and  Farsi priests and Christian missionaries from Goa.

He patiently attended to the arguments of the exponents of each faith, and “went so far in relation to each

religion that different people had reasonable grounds for affirming him to be a Zoroastraian, a Hindu, a Jain, or

a Christian”. But he was not converted to any o these faiths, and also came to the conclusion that all the relgion

were alike in their fundamentals and differed only their faith.

3.18.1 Reading of Khutuba (1579 C.E)

On June 22, 1579, Akbar took still another very bold step. He displaced the chief Imam of Jama-i-

Masjid of Fatehpur Sikri and himself read the Khutba which had been composed by Faizi. This caused a great

stir among the orthodox Muslims who strongly denounce this step of the emperor. They began to think that the

king was trying to play the role of the Prophet.

3.18.2 Infallibility Decree (1579)

A few months after the reading of Khutba Akbar took another measure. He got prepared a document

known as Mehazar or Infallibility Degree. It ran as follows: “We the principal Ulema who are not only well-

versed in the several departments of the law and principles of jurisprudence and well-acquainted with the

edicts based on reason and testimony but are also known for our piety and honest intentions have duly considered

the deep meaning of Quran and genuine traditions.

1. Obey God, obey the Prophet and obey those who are invested with authority among you.
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2. Surely the man who is nearest to God on the Day of Judgment is the just leader; whosoever obeys the

Amir obeys Thee: and whosoever rebel s against him rebels against Thee.

3. The of Sultan-i-Adil (Just King) is higher in the eyes of God than that of mujahid (religious leader)

4. Akbar is the most just, most wise and mot God-fearing king.

5. Should there be in future a religious question regarding which the opinions of the mujahids are at

variance, the emperor’s decision will be final and binding on all, provided the decision taken is in

accordance with the Quron and for the benefit of the nation.

The infallibility Decree is considered to be a great landmark in the development of Akbar’s religious

policy. It is compared with Henry VIII’s Act of Supremacy, but in fact that is not so. It should be remembered,

as Sri Ram Sharma points out, that this decree did not make Akbar the Pope and the emperor in one. He could

not thereafter issue orders which could not be challenged. Anybody could challenge them, if they were contrary

to the injections of the Holy Quran. Only when the Muslim jurists differed among themselves as to the

interpretation of any religious question, the decision of the emperor was final. But if anyone in the State challenged

that is decision was contrary to the injunctions of the Holy Quran, his decision did not have the force of law.

3.18.3 Din-I-Ilahi (1581-82 C.E)

Towards the close of 1581, Akbar took another step in the field of religious toleration. He thought of

establishing a synthesis of various creeds by putting together the fundamental principles of various religions. In

the beginning of 1582, he actually translated his ideas into practice by establishing a new religion or brotherhood

known as Din-i-Ilahi. Dr. Holden writes, “Akbar experimented in all departments from religion to metallurgy”.

Its basis was love, truth and religious tolerance.

3.18.4 Principles and practices of Din—Ilahi

AabulFazl in “”Ain-i-Akbari” has given detailed account of the principles and practices of Din-i-Ilhai all the

persons who became members of Din-i-Ilhai had to observe the following practices: -

1. They were to follow a new mode of greeting each other. A member while meeting the other ofhis faith

will salute by saying “Allah-u-Akbar” and will be responded by “Jalla-a-Jalalhu”.

2. The members of Din-i-Ilhai were to abstain from meat-eating but not to hate the meat-eaters.
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3. Every adherent should take an oath to good to everybody

4. They were neither to marry old women nor minor girls.

5. They were to respect all the religions.

6. They were to regard fire as very sacred.

7. They were supposed to avoid formalities.

Din-i-Ilhai could not attract a large number of followers. The Muslims thought it to be anti-Islamic and

the Hindus considered it as just a modified form of Islam. There were only 18 important persons who became

the followers of the new faith and out of these there was only one Hindu, Birbal. Even the close associates of

Akbar like Man Singh and Bhagwan Das did not become its member. That was precisely because neither the

Emperor propagated the new faith nor did he compel any one to become its member.

Dr. V.A. Smith has strongly denounced Din-i-Ilhai of Akbar. According to him, “The whole Scheme

was the outcome of ridiculous vanity, a monstrous growth of unrestrained autocracy. It ignominious

failure illustrated the wisdom of the protest addressed by the Kotwal to the Sultan of Delhi some three

centuries earlier, and folly of kings who seek to assume the role of Prophet.” Evidently, Din-i-Ilhai was

not the monument of Akbar’s folly. It was a monument of his wisdom. Being keenly disappointed in their

expectation of converting the emperor, these European missionaries became too prone to give credence to

statements discrediting Akbar. According to S.R. Sharma, “it had no exaggeration to give the Din-i-Ilhai

the rank of a religion. It had no book, no priest, no ceremonies, and practically no religious beliefs. It

was an order rather than a religion and more akin to free masonry than any religious movement.” They

hold that the emperor’s object was not religious but political and that it was a monument of his wisdom and not

of his folly. His ideal was grand synthesis of all that he considered to be the best in different religious an ideal

essentially national, for which he is justly entitled to the gratitude of posterity.

3.19 Personality of Akbar

An intrepid soldier, a benevolent and wise ruler, a man of enlightened ideas, and a sound judge of

character, Akbar occupies a unique position in the history of India. We know from Abul Fazal, and even from

the hostile critic Badauni, that he had a commanding personality and looked every inch a king. Jahangir remarks

in his Memoirs that his father “in his actions and movements was not like the people of the world, and the

glory of God manifested itself in him”. Like other princes of the house of Timur, Akbar was endowed with
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remarkable courage an uncommon physical strength. He was fearless in the chase as well as in the fields of

battle, and, “like Alexander of Macedon, was always ready to risks his life, regardless of political consequences”.

Akbar tried to introduce humane social reforms. He was a patron of art and literature. From all the point of

view his reign forms one of the most brilliant periods in the history of India. Akbar, remarks Smith, “was a born

king of men, with a rightful claim to be on the mightiest sovereigns known to history. That claim rests securely

on the basis of his extraordinary natural gifts, his original ideas, and his magnificent achievements”.

3.20JAHANGIR 1605-1628 C.E
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3.20.2  Introduction

3.21 Revolt of Khusrav

3.22 Death Sentence to Sikh Guru Arjun

3.23 Marriage with Nur Jahan

3.24 Submission of Mewar (1614)

3.25 War against the Deccan (1608–17 C.E)

3.26  Loss of Qandhar (1622 C.E)

3.27 Khurram’s Revolt (1622 C.E)

3.28 Revolt of MahabatKhant (1626 C.E)

3.29 Death of Jahangir
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3.30.3A Tend-Hearted

3.30.4His religious policy

3.31 The faults of Jahangir

3.20.1 Objectives

 Life history of Jahangir

 Revolts against Jahangir

 Marriage with Nur Jahan

 Characterof Jahangir

3.20.2 Introduction

A week after Akabr’s death, Salim succeeded to the throne at Agra at the age of 36 and assumed the

title of Nur-ud-din Muhammad Jahangir Padshah Ghazi. Though fond of pleasure, he was not absolutely

devoid of military ambition and dreamt of conquering Transoxiana, the seat of government of the early Timurids.

Soon after his accession, he tried, in the words of Asad, “to win the hearts of all the people” by various

measures. He granted a general amnesty to his opponents, released prisoners, set up the famous chain of

justice between the Shahburji in the fort of Agra and a stone pillar fixed on the banks of the Jumna, and

promulgated twelve edicts, which were ordered to be observed as rules of conduct in his kingdom:

1. Prohibition of cesses (Zakat)

2. Regulations about highway robbery and theft

3. Free inheritance of property from deceased persons

4. Prohibition of the sale of wine and of all kinds of intoxicating liquor

5. The building of hospitals and the appointment of physicians to attend to the sick

6. Prohibition of seizure of houses and of cutting off the nose and ears of criminals

7. Prohibition of forcible seizure of property (Ghasbi)

238



8. prohibition of the slaughter of animals on certain days.

9. Respect is paid to Sunday.

10. general confirmation of mansabs and jagirs.

11. Confirmation of Aima

12. Amnesty to all prisoners in forts and prisons is very kind.

These edicts don’t seem to have had very great practical effects. The few changes that Jahangir has

now affected in the offices of the state were intended to secure him a band of supporters. He rewarded Bir

Singh Bundela, the murderer of Abul Fazl, with the dignity of a commander of 3,000 horses, while Abdul

Rahaman, the victim, and Maha Singh, the son of Man Singh, were elevated only to the rank of commander of

2,000. MrzaGhiya Beg, a Persian adventurer and father of Nur Jahan, who was destined to be famous under

the title of “Itima-ud-Daula,” was raised to the rank of commander of 1,500.

3.21Revolt of Khusrav

The “early pleasant dreams” of Jahangir were soon rudely disturbed by the rebellion of his eldest son,

Khusrav, whose relations with his father had been far from friendly since the closing years of Akbar’s reign.

Enjoying the kindness and favour of his grandfather, Khusrav was the most popular prince in the Empire,

having many influential supporters like his maternal uncle, Mansing, and his father-in-law, Khan-i-Azam ‘Aziz

Koka, the foster brother of Akbar. Five months after Jahingir’s accession, he left Agra, fled to the Punjab, and

rose in rebellion. Jahangir marched without delay against his son with a large army. He was so greatly perturbed

that he even forgot to take his daily dose of opium on the first morning of his march. The prince’s troops were

easily defeated by the imperial forces near Jullundur, and he was captured with his principal followers, Husain

Beg and Abdul Aziz, while attempting to cross the Chenab with a view to proceeding to Kabul. He was

brought before his father with “his hands bound and a chain on his leg” in an open darbar, and after being

severely reproached, he was ordered to be imprisoned. His supporters were subjected to cruel punishments.

The captive prince was destined to suffer more until he met his doom in 1622.

3.22 Death Sentence to Sikh Guru Arjun

The fifth Sikh Guru, Arjun, was sentenced to death, and all his property was confiscated by the

emperor. Apparently, the charge against him was that he had helped the rebel prince Khusrav with a sum of
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money, and some writers believe that the Guru suffered the “penalty for high treason and contumacy.” But

Jahingir’s own memories make it clear that the emperor was not guided by purely political considerations.

3.23Marriage with Nur Jahan

In May 1611, Jahnagir married Nur

Jahan, originally known as Mihr-un-Nisa, who

considerably influenced his career and reign.

According to Mutamid Khan, the author of

Iqabal-Nama-i-Jahangiri, Mihr-un-nisa was the

daughter of a Persian immigrant, Mirza Ghiyas

Beg, who came to India with his children and

wife in the reign of Akbar. She was born on the

way to India at Qandhahar. Her father rose to

high positions during the reigns of Akbar and his son. She was married, at the age of seventeen, to Ali Quli Beg

Istajlu, another Persian adventurer, who in the beginning of Jahangir’s reign received the jagir of Burdwan in

Bengal and the title of Sher Afghan. When Jahingir heard that Sher Afghan had grown “insubordinate and

disposed to rebellions,” he sent in In 1607, Qutbuddin Khan Koka was the foster-brother of Jahangir was

instructed to send Sher Afgan Khan to the court as he was accused of negligence and siding with Afghan rebels

and transferred. Sher Afgan Khan refused to obey. Seeing this, Qutbuddin started off for Bardhaman, while he

sent Ghiasa, the son of his sister, in advance to pacify Sher Afgan and bring him to the court. So upon his arrival

on 30 May 1607, Sher Afgan duly went to meet him, accompanied by two men. At that moment Qutb signalled

his men to arrest Sher Afgan, who stepped forward in alarm and attacked Qutbuddin sensing treachery.

Qutbuddin was fatally wounded, and seeing this, his men surrounded Sher Afgan and killed him instantly, and

Mihr-un-Nisa was taken to court with her young daughter. After four years, Mihr-un-nissa’s charming

“appearance caught the king’s farsighted eye and so captivated him” that he married her and made her his chief

queen. The emperor, who styled himself Nur—ud-din conferred on his new consort the title of Nur Mahal

(Light of the Palace), which was soon changed to Nur Jahan (Light of the World). It is sometimes said that

Jahangir had been in love with Mihr-un-nissa “when she was still a maiden, during the life time of Akbar,” and

that his infatuation for her cost Sher Afghan his life. The truth of this opinion has recently been questioned on the

grounds that contemporary Indian historians and some European travelers are silent about it and that it was

invented by later writers.
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Nur Jahan was indeed possessed of exquisite beauty, a fine taste for Persian literature, poetry, and the

arts, a piercing intellect, a versatile temper, and sound common sense. But the most dominating trait of her

character was her inordinate ambition, which led her to establish an unlimited ascendancy over her husband.

Her father, Itimad-ud-Daulah, and brother, Asaf Khan, became prominent nobles of the court, and she further

strengthened her position by marrying her daughter by her first husband to Jahangir’s youngest son, Prince

Shahryar.Very intelligent, brave, and shrewd, she began to control virtually the whole administration, and the

period from 1611 to 1627 was truly the period of Nur Jahan rather than of Jahingir. Such unbridled control,

though useful in some ways, led to some of the greatest disasters of Jahangir’s reign: the revolt of Prince

Khurram, Mahabat Khan’s “coup,” the loss of Qnadhar, etc.

3.24 Submission of Mewar (1614)

Jahangir resumed his father’s policy regarding the Rajput principality of Mewar. Rana Amar Singh

was the ruler of Mewar then and determined to hold up the high traditions of the house of Sisodias against

submission to the Mughals.

Soon after his accession, Jahangir sent a force of 20,000, but he could not achieve any real victory and

thus was recalled. In 1608, Mahabat Khan was sent at the head of a force consisting of 12,000 horses, 500

Ahadis, 200 musketeers, 60 elephants, and 80 pieces of artillery. Due to the frequent changes in the command,

nothing substantial was accomplished. In 1614, Prince Khurram led the expedition against the valiant Rana. He

was assisted by some of the best military officers. The Mughals began to devastate the Rajput country; villages

and towns were set on fire, temples were ruthlessly demolished, and children and women of the Rajputs were

captured. In order to cut off the supplies of the enemies, military posts were established at strategic points so

that famine and pestilence broke out among the Rajputs, who began to suffer terribly. In spite of all this, Rana

and his followers offered gallant resistance. Reduced to sore straits, the Rajputs implored the Rana to make

peace with the Mughals. But, as Dr. P. Saran says, the Rana held his head high and demanded honourable

terms, some of which were quite unprecedented and not given to any Rajput state. It was through the Rana’s

maternal uncle Shubhkaran and his trusted officer, Hari Das Jala, that these terms of peace were concluded.

 The Rana recognised the sovereignty of Jahangir.

 The Rana was not to attend the imperial court in person. He was to be represented at court by his son,

Karan.
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 All the territories of Mewar, including Chittor, which had been conquered by the Mughals since the

days of Akbar, were to be restored to the Rana.

 The fort of Chittor was not to be repaired or rebuilt by the Rana.

 Karan was to be enrolled as the mansabdar of 5,000 Zat and Swar.

 The Rana was to supply a contingent of 1,000 horses to the imperialists.

The terms of peace were readily accepted and ratified by the emperor. Jahangir did not insist upon

imposing tribute or any matrimonial alliance upon the Rana. He chose to treat the fallen foe with generosity.

According to Dr. Ishwari Prasad, “Jahangir’s conduct in this affair is wholly worthy of praise.” Mewar

had given the Mughals no small amount of trouble, but the emperorforgot the past and adopted a

conciliatory policy in dealing with the Rana. The treatment given to the Rana was obviously special. Exemption

from attending the Mughal court in person was a special privilege granted to the Rana. Again, when Prince

Karan came to see the Emperor at Ajmer, he was given an unusually warm reception and a cordial welcome.

Feasts and festivities were held in his honour. At the time of his departure after a four-month stay, presents

worth Rs. 2,00,000 were offered to him by the Emperor, Prince Khurram, and Nur Jahan.

But with all these favours and grace shown by the Mughal emperor, the Rana could not reconcile

himself to the loss of freedom, which he considered to be far more valuable than the terms of peace offered and

the subsequent show of honour shown to him. His conscience pricked him. Consequently, he abdicated in

favour of his son, Karan.

3.25War against the Deccan (1608–17 C.E)

Akbar had conquered Ahmednagar and Asirgarh, but by the time Jahangir ascended the throne, the

entire Deccan had become independent. Ahmednagar, under the extraordinary genius of its Abyssinian Minister,

Malik Amnher, had grown considerably in strength and speedily recovered the territories lost to the Mughals.

Jahangir resumed his father’s imperialistic policy regarding Deccan.

The first expedition against Ahmednagar was sent in 1608 under the leadership of Khan-i-KhananAbdur

Rahim, but it came to nothing. In 1610, Prince Purvez was given the command, but he too came back

unsuccessful. The emperor now dispatched Khan Jahan Lodhi, who was accompanied by distinguished generals

like Bir Singh Deo, Shujaat Khan, Saif Khan, and others. On reaching Burhanpur, they learned that the imperialists

under Khan-i-Khanan had suffered a serious defeat and had also concluded a disgraceful treaty with Malik
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Amber; Khan-i-Khanan was, therefore, recalled by the emperor. With Khan Jahan Lodhi as their chief

commander, the Mughals resumed the offensive in 1611 with full vigor, but they were repulsed toward Gujarat

by the Maratha cavalry, which inflicted heavy losses upon them. The emperor now decided to march personally

to the Deccan, but on the advice of his councillor, Khan-i-KhananAbdur Rahim was once more appointed to

the command. Forgetting the past insults and injuries, he proceeded to Deccan and defeated the enemies in a

hotly contested engagement. His success excited the jealousy of other Mughal generals who poisoned the ears

of the emperor against Khan-i-Khanan, and the latter was recalled on a charge of corruption. Now Prince

Khurram was given the supreme command of the expedition to the Deccan. The prince marched towards

Ahmednagar with a big force and reached Burhanpur on March 6, 1617. Negotiations were opened with the

king of Ahmednagar, who submitted to the Mughals and accepted the terms of peace directed by them.He met

the prince with presents worth Rs. 15 lakhs and restored all the territories conquered by Malik Amber to the

Mughals. The keys to the fort of Ahmednagar and also those of her strongholds were given to the imperialists.

The treaty was ratified by Jahangir, who conferred the title of “Ferzand” upon Adil Khan and expressed much

satisfaction at his submission.

Prince Khurram was greatly honoured and rewarded for his momentous achievement. He was given

the title of Shah Jahan, and his mansab was raised to 30,000 zat and 20,000 sawar. A considerable amount of

wealth was given to him. Nur Jahan held a feast in honour of the prince and gave him dresses of honour and

jewels and pearls of great value. According to Jahangir himself, about Rs. 30, 000 was spent to celebrate the

occasion. But, as Dr. Ishwari Prasad says, “Behind all these profuse gifts and rewards lay the fact that the

Deccan was not conquered and that the spirit of Malik Amber was as unbroken as ever.” The truth of his

statement is substantiated when we find that by 1620, Malik Amber got back all that had been ceded to the

Mughals.

3.26 Loss of Qandhar (1622 C.E)

In 1622, the Shah of Persia suddenly laid siege to Qandhar. Jahangir was alarmed to hear this, and he

immediately ordered Prince Khurram to march to Qandhar and force the invader to raise seizure of the province,

but the prince, who had turned against the empire because of the attitude of Nur Jahan towards him, refused to

comply with the royals’ order, and Qandhar, after forty-five days of siege, was occupied by the Persians.

Jahngir made efforts to get back the lost territory, but all were in vain. This was a great loss to the empire.

3.27Khurram’s Revolt (1622 C.E)
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Nur Jahan’s backstabbing intrigues Shah Jahan, driving him to revolt in 1622. As a matter of fact, ever

since her daughter, Ladli, married Shehryar, Nur Jahan had been intrigued to exclude Shah Jahan from succession

and to put forth the claims of her son-in-law. Under her mischievous influence, Jahangir confiscated some of

the jagirs of Khurram and transferred them to Shehryar. All this became intolerable for the prince. In 1622,

when Shah Jahan was ordered to march to Qandhar, he refused to comply with the royal order. He was sure

that his absence would be fully utilised against him and that he might be excluded from the court. On the other

hand, he raised the standard of revolt. Nur Jahan, with the help of Asaf Khan, Mahabat Khan, and others, was

determined to suppress the revolt. The first decisive battle between the imperialists and Shah Jahan was fought

at Balochpur in 1623, in which Prince Khurram’s party was defeated. Raya Razan Raja Bikramjit, one of the

great generals and deputy of Shah Jahan, was killed in the encounter. Mahabat Khan pursued Shah Jahan. The

situation was so serious that the emperor himself proceeded to Ajmer to direct the campaign in person. The

prince ran to Ahmednagar and thence to Golkonda, but could not get any help from any of these places. He

was greatly disappointed when he went to Orissa and got possession of Bengal and Bihar. He attempted to

seize Oudh and Allahabad but was ultimately defeated by the emperor.

The prince now retreated to Rohtas and then proceeded to the Deccan. This time he got help from

Malik Amber, but when Prince Purvez and Mahabat Khan appeared in the Deccan, he could not face them.

Most of the generals of Shah Jahan had joined the imperialists, and his great loyal follower, Abdullah, had

renounced the world and taken to the life of a hermit. Of course, he still held Rohtas in the north and Asir in the

Deccan, but he did not find himself strong enough to fight any longer against the imperialists. So, he wrote to

Jahangir in March 1626 to forgive him. Nur Jahan, in view of the personal difficulties, agreed to the proposal.

The prince surrendered the forts of Asir and Rohtas and sent his two sons, Dara and Aurangzeb, as a guarantee

of his good behaviour in the future.

3.28 Revolt of MahabatKhant (1626 C.E)

Hardly had the revolt of Prince Khurram been suppressed when the empire was confronted with

another very serious revolt. This revolt of Mahabat Khan was also due to the intrigues and imperious ways of

the haughty queen. Nur Jahan did not like the rising influence of Mahabat Khan. She considered him her rival,

for he espoused the cause of Prince Purvez. Nur Jahan wanted to weaken his power and also humiliate him.

Therefore, she transferred him to Kabul and charged him with corruption and insubordination. Not only this,

she insulted his son-in-law by treating him in the most outrageous manner. Greatly incensed at this, Mahabat

Khan unfurled the banner of revolt. He even imprisoned the king when the latter was going to cross the Jhelum.
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At this moment of crisis, Nur Jahan behaved with extraordinary courage and coolness. But the imperialists’

power was too weak against Mahabat Khan and his Rajput followers. The queen had to surrender to Mahabat

Khan to join her husband in prison. With great cleverness, Nur Jahan liberated herself and her husband from

captivity. Mahabat Khan was laid powerless and driven to the Deccan. Thus, Mahabat Khan’s revolt, which

resulted in a “coup,” failed. Nevertheless, it dealt a severe blow to the peace and security of the empire.

3.29 Death of Jahangir

Jahangir became sick after being released from the clutches of Mahabat Khan. He lived at Lahore

during the winter of 1626–27 and proceeded to Kashmir in the month of March. During his stay in Kashmir, he

was completely shattered physically. He grew so weak that he was unable to ride on horseback, so a palki was

used as his conveyance. He lost his appetite for food and rejected opium. As he was losing his health rapidly in

Kashmir, he returned to Lahore. During the journey, he desired to sip some wine, but he could not swallow it.

His condition began to worsen rapidly, and he breathed his last near Bhimbhar on October 28, 1627 C.E. He

was buried at Shahadara in Lahore.

3.30 Character of Jahangir

The Character of Jahangir is fully revealed in his memoirs. He loved nature and possessed a remarkable

power of observation. His frequent visits to Kashmir bore ample fruit. In the field of art, he likes painting best,

and his taste in art is vouched for by his coins. He appreciates architecture and music and was an art critic. His

broad-mindedness was reflected in his religious policy. His sense of justice made no distinction between great

and small men. In the study of Jahangir, we find that he was regular and efficient in the performance of his

duties. He established inns and hospitals. He also made liberal grants to saints and scholars. He forbade the evil

habit of drinking in the last days of his life. Jahangir’s energy, ability, and statesmanship can be estimated as

follows: -

3.30.1 As a Scholar

He was a great scholar of his time and highly proficient in Persian and Turkish. He was acquainted with

Hindi, Arabic, and a few other languages. A famous book of his time, Tuzk-i-Jahangiri, was written by him

and throws light on the social and political conditions of his reign and on objects of nature. He took care to
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describe the flowers and fruits that he came across during his tours of Kashmir. The book reflects his scholarly

tastes. He showered great favours on Persian poets and scholars, who often came to his court from different

parts of Asia.

3.30.2 Patronof art and learning

Jahangir had a keen interest in painting and music. Mughal paintings and music reached high standards

of development under his patronage. He took pride in being a connoisseur of the art of painting, and he often

used to say that he was sure to find out who were the real artists in various autobiographies: “My liking for

painting and practice in judging it have arrived at such a point that when any work is brought before

me, either of a deceased artist or of the present day, without the names being told me, I can say on the

spur of the moment that it is the work of such and such an artist. The artists of his own court acquired high

proficiency in portrait painting and developed an exact likeness of the original. They were always patronized by

the emperor.

3.30.3 A Tend-Hearted

Jahangir possessed an affectionate heart. After the death of his father, Akbar, he used to go barefooted

to the tomb at Sikandra to pay his homage. According to Dr. Beni Prasad, “Jahangir was a sensible, kind-

hearted man, with strong family affections and unstinted generosity to all, a burning hatred of oppression, and

a passion for justice.” Jahangir also often repented for his son’s rebellion against his father. He forgave Shah

Jahan for the great rebellion of 1623. His love and devotion for Nur Jahan proved the tenderness of his heart.

3.30.4 His religious policy

It is not easy to clearly define the religious beliefs of Jahangir. Some contemporary historians called him

an eclectic, a devout Muslim, or even a Christian, but Sir Thomas Roe considered him an atheist. Some

historians took him to be an intolerant ruler who prosecuted other religionists. They quote the persecution of

Guru Arjun, the fifth Sikh Guru, and of the Swettambar Jain leader of Ahmedabad in support of their views.

Jahangir slaughtered a bullock and built a mosque within the fort of Kangra during the celebration of Kangra’s

victory. But Dr. A. L. Srivastava observes, “The persecution of Jains and Guru Arjun was due partly to

political and partly to religious considerations.” Terry, a famous historian, says, “All religions were tolerated

by Jahangir and their priests held in high esteem.” The Christians were granted freedom of worship, and

even they could convert people to their religion. From the different views discussed above, one cannot say with
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confidence about his religious beliefs and policy, and these special cases do not militate against his substantial

adherence to the policy of universal toleration. The view of Dr. Beni Prasad supports the religious toleration of

Jahangir, saying, “With a few exceptions, his religious policy was one of toleration.” It is in fact safe to say that

he was neither as intolerant as his illustrious father, Akbar, nor as intolerant as his grandson, Aurangzeb.

3.31The faults of Jahangir

Jahangir possessed many of the aforesaid virtues, but even then, he was a firm drunkard. He used to

drink at least 20 cups of wine a day and would like to spend his time drinking. With this habit, he could not

perform his duties regularly, which undermined his constitution. But Dr. Beni Prasad considers his vice worse

than drinking. He says, “The mastering weakness of Jahangir’s life and career was a tendency to fall under the

influence of those who aroused him, who loved him, and who won his love.” His friends ruled over him in the

last years of Akbar’s reign and prompted him into revolt. Nur Jahan ruled him for ten years, and during the last

five years of his reign, Nur Jahn alone controlled him.

Dr. A.C. Srivasva observes, “Jahangir cannot be called a great king, nor can he be described as

a statesman and administrator of outstanding calibre.” He was by no means a first-rate general or

diplomat. But it must be admitted that he was a successful and benevolent ruler who cherished the well-

being of his subjects and was deservedly popular with them. “Like most rulers, he had his virtues and

faults.”

Dr. Iswari Prasad also supports the above, saying, “There is much in his character that deserves to

be condemned, but there is a great deal that enables him to be placed among the fascinating personalities

of Indian history.”

3.32Shahjahan (1627-1658C.E)

3.32.0Learning Objectives

 Life history of Shahjahan

 Rebellions against Shahjahan
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 Golden age of Shahjahan

 Shahjahan’s contribution to art and architecture

 Cultural conditions under Shahjahan

3.32.1INTRODUCTION

Prince Khurram, the future Shahjahan, was born on

January 5, 1592, in Lahore. His mother, Jagat Gosain or

Johda Bai, was the daughter of Rajput ruler Udai Singh of

Marwar. Jahangir married her in 1586 C.E. He was brought

up by Rukaiya Begam, the wife of Akbar. Khurram was

bestowed with various qualities of head and heart from his

very childhood, so Akbar loved him the most. Both Akbar

and Jahangir paid their best attention to the early education

of Prince Khurram. Besides Persian and Turki languages and literature, he received education in history,

political science,

 theology, geography, etc. He did not show enough liking towards Turki language and literature, but he

gained sufficient knowledge of Persian and Hindi and soon became an efficient rider, an able swordsman, and

a confident shooter of arrows. He also achieved perfection in the art of warfare, the organisation of armies, and

the handling of different weapons. All these were known as his “best generals” even during the times of his

father’s reign.

3.32.3Accession of Shahjahan

Although Jahangir had breathed his last in 1627 C.E., the ambitions of Nurjahan were not yet curbed.

She was still trying to maintain her influence in politics and hold the reins of empire in her hands. Just after the

death of Jahangir, Nurjahan advised her son-in-law Shaharyar to rush to Agra from Lahore in order to occupy

the throne. On the other hand, Asaf Khan, brother of Nurjahan, was equally vigilant to get his son-in-law

Khurram enthroned, who was at present in the Deccan, so he declared DabrBaksha, son of deceased Prince

Khursaum, emperor, and he sent a fast messenger from Banarasto Deccan to bring Khurram to Agra. Nurjahan

tried to imprison Asaf Khan so that she could do whatever she liked but did not succeed in her mission.

https://www.herzindagi.com/hindi/society-culture/know-about-wives-of-shah-jahan
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In the meanwhile, Shaharyar declared himself emperor at Lahore and occupied the royal treasury

there. He lavishly spent and distributed money among the nobles in order to get their favour. Asaf Khan at once

marched against Shaharyar along with a powerful royal army, and a fierce battle was fought between the army

of Shaharyar and the royal forces in which the royalists stood victorious. Shaharyar was defeated, blinded, and

later killed along with DabarBakhsha and other rivals for the throne on the command of Khurram.

Khurram entered Agra on February 24, 1628 C.E., ascended the throne by the name of Shahjahan,

and assumed the title of Abdul Muzaffar Sahabuddin Muhammad Sahib Kiran-i-Sani. At this auspicious occasion,

Shahjahan spent a lot of wealth to make it splendid. The mansab of Asaf Khan was raised to 8000 zat and

8000 sawar, and the post of Wazir was given to him as a reward for his faithful services. Mahabat Khan was

also given a high mansab of 7000 zat and 7000 sawar along with the title “Khan-i-Khana.” Nurjahan’s pension

was fixed at Rs. 2 lakh per annum, and other nobles and commanders who were in favour of Khurram were

highly rewarded. Nurjahan breathed her last in 1645 C.E. During her widowhood, she did not take part in

active politics.

3.23.4 The Rebellion of Jujhar Singh

Jujhar Singh, the son of Bir Singh Bundela, revolted in Bundelkhand, the difficult country to the south

of the Jumna. Unable to stand against the imperial forces, he made his submission to Mahabat Khan. He was

pardoned for giving up some of his assignment. Jujar Singh, together with his son Vikramjit Singh, served the

Mughal army in the Deccan for five years. Then he returned to his fief (Orchha). He got back his old ambition

to be an independent Raja and so extended his sway over Gondwana. He took the capital Chauragarh and put

Gond Raja Prem Narayan to death. The Gond Raja’s son appealed to Shahjahan, who sent Prince Aurangzeb

to suppress the new revolt (1634). The Bundela strongholds were captured by Mughals. Jujhar Singh fled with

his family but was murdered by the Gonds in the jungles where he sought to hide himself. The sons of Jujhar

Sing were captured and forcibly converted to Islam. His women were enslaved. After this incident, no Bundela

chief was recognised for several years by the Mughal emperor.

3.23.5 The Rebellion of Khan Jahan Lodi

Khan Jahan Lodi, governor of the Deccan, was a headstrong and fickle-minded Afghan. During the

period of the succession dispute, he opposed Shahjahan and attempted to capture Mandu in Malwa. It was

this opposition that forced Shahjahan to choose the more westerly route from Junnar to Agra. After a time,

Khan Jahan Lodi made his submission to Shahjahan, who ordered him to recover the Balaghat, which had
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been surrendered to the last Nizam Shahi ruler of Ahamadnagar. But Khan Jahan Lodi did nothing to recover

the territory. He was, therefore, recalled to the Mughal court, and Mahabat Khan was made governor in his

place. In 1629, Khan Jahan Lodi feared that he would be imprisoned. So, he managed to flee from Agra,

somehow evading the imperial troops. Immediately, the Mughal troops went in pursuit of him. With the aid of

VikramjitBundela, Khan Jahan Lodi reached Ahmadnagar and Daulatabad across Gondwana. Not wishing to

lose the Deccan, Shahjahan laid out his plans with great care and forethought. After putting several armies in

the field and giving the command of the main forces to Azam Khan, Shahjahan himself camped at Burhanpur to

direct operations. At this time ShahjiBhonsle, father of Sivaji and in the employ of Ahmednagar, offered his

services to Shahjahan because his father-in-law Jadu Raji had been treacherously murdered by the sultan of

Ahmadnagar. In spite of the severe famine that raged in Gujarat and the Deccan at that time, Shahjahan

managed to keep his troops well supplied from northern India. Khan Jahan Lodi fled from place to place; his

followers deserted him, and he lost several battles. Though in Malwa, he attempted to move into the Punjab to

see if he could find allies among the Afghans on the frontier. But Shahjahan anticipated his move and effectively

checked it. Even Vikramjut gave up Khan Jahan Lodi, who was killed in the end at Sihonda (Banda District),

and Shahjahan was rid of a dangerous rebel.

3.23.6  Achievements of the Reign of Shahjahan

Akbar and Shahjahan were the most prominent rulers who ruled over India from 1556–1657 C.E. It

was an era of peace and prosperity that dazzled the eyes of people at home and abroad due to the grandeur of

the Mughal emperors and their nobility. Foreign travellers like Bernier, Travernier, and Mannuci have lavished

unstinted admiration on them. The reign of Akbar has been praised by all the scholars of history, but historians

have divergent opinions regarding the reign of Shahjahan. Smith writes that Shahjahan failed both as a man and

as a ruler; hence, his reign could not be regarded as a “golden age.” But the contemporary scholars Khafi Khan

and Rai Bharmal affirm that, seeing the peace and prosperity of the reign of Shahjahan, it can very well be

established that his reign was certainly a golden age. European travellers and writers like Bernier, Mannuci,

Lane-pool, and Elphinstone also agree with the view of contemporary writers because the Mughal Empire

during the reign of Shah Jahan had touched the zenith of its power and glory. Hunter also writes, “The Mughal

Empire attained its highest union of strength and magnificence under Shahjahan.”

3.23.7 Administrative Achievements: Uninterrupted Peace
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The events of thefts and dacoities, which were quite common earlier, were reduced to a minimum, and

the general life of the people was quite safe. Travel was no longer a risky affair in his regime, and his coffers

were full of wealth, which was a chief source of peace and prosperity in the empire.

Shahjahan received a vast empire as a legacy from his father. No doubt some events of mismanagement

and a bloody war of succession occurred during his regime, but he maintained efficient control over the vast

dominion land and maintained an uninterrupted peace in the internal and external spheres of the empire. Jean

BaptisteTavernier writes, “Shahajahan reigned not so much as a king over his subjects but rather as a father

over his family and children.” His successes in the field of military expeditions and administration prove that his

era was certainly the “golden period of the Medieval Age.”

3.23.8 His military successes

Shahjahan, besides being an efficient commander, was a great warrior. He always took an active part

in wars and achieved tremendous successes against his enemies. He took an active part in military campaigns

even in his old age. He reorganised and re-strengthened the Mughal army with his ability and capability. He had

to face several revolts at the outset of his career as an emperor. He crushed Jujhar Singh and Khan—Jahan

Lodi, the two most popular among the rebels. He achieved splendid success against the rulers of Deccan and

established his control over Ahmadnagar, Bijapur, and Golconda. In fact, his military achievements eclipsed the

names of other brave generals even during the reign of his father.

3.23.9 Revenue System

Shahjahan introduced some significant changes in the revenue system in order to fill his coffers with

wealth, which he needed for the construction of palatial buildings and for the welfare of the people. So far, 1/3

of the produce has been realised as revenue, but he raised it to 1/2 of the total produce. It added to the income

of the empire. Moreland had praised Shahjahan for raising the income of the empire. Trade and industry also

flourished during the regime of Shahjahan, as there was uninterrupted peace in his empire. Khafi Khan writes,

“Although Akbar was a conqueror and a law giver, yet for order, arrangement of territory and finances, and

good administration of every department of the state, no prince ever reigned in India that could be compared

to Shahjahan.” There was unlimited and incalculable wealth in the Mughal treasury during the reign of Shahjahan.
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3.23.10 Works of Public Welfare

Though Shahjahan was an autocrat, he always looked out for the welfare of his people. He made

proper arrangements for irrigation and had canals dug for the benefit of the peasants. He also built schools,

colleges, mosques, sarais, and gardens for the good of his people. No doubt he was a bit reactionary and

fanatical, but it did not affect his popularity at all. He was an industrious and dutiful ruler and devoted a great

part of his life to administration. He did every possible act to redress the sufferings of the people at the time of

the famines of 1630 and 1646 C.E.

3.12.11 Progress in Education and Literature

Shahjahan was a great patron of education and literature, like his predecessors. He continued the

liberal educational policy of his great-grandfather. Akbar’s reign contributed much to the development of

Arabic, Persian, and Sanskrit literature. Jahangir and Shahjahan also followed in the footsteps of their

predecessors and let the literary movement continue during their reigns. The educational institutions founded

during the reign of Akbar flourished in the regime of his successors. Shahjahan also established a new college

near the Jama Masjid in Delhi. Hindi language and literature also received impetus during this period. Both

Shahjahan and his son Dara were fond of speaking Hindi and listening to Hindi songs. Hindi poets like Sundar

Dass, Chintamani, and Kavindracharya were given royal patronage during the reign of Shahjahan. Jaganath,

the musician, was also a great poet in Hindi. Shahjahan bestowed upon him the title of Mahakavi Rai. Several

books of Sanskrit were translated into Persian during his reign, and historians like Abdul Hamid Lahori, Khafi

Kahn, etc. also enjoyed the liberal patronage of the emperor. Science, technology, and the art of astrology also

flourished during his regime.

3.23.12 Development of Various Arts

Shahjahan was not merely a commander or a warrior. He had a deep insight into various arts. Architecture

reached its zenith during his regime. He was really a builder par excellence, and his age was certainly a golden

one from the point of view of architecture. Dr. B.P. Saxena writes, “It was impossible to improve painting, so

naturally he turned to architecture, which provided an extensive field for improvement.” And the buildings of his

reign must have satisfied both his vanity and his ambitions.” The Red Fort and its allied buildings in Delhi are

marvelous in beauty, and the buildings that Shahjahan constructed in the fort of Agra, such as Moti Masjid,

Diwani-i-Aam, Diwan-i-Khas, and Musalmman Burj, are fine specimens of architecture.
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The Taj Mahal is the best creation of the Mughal period. Its architectural beauty beggars all description.

It was built by emperor Shahjahan as a mausoleum for his beloved wife Arjmand Banu Begam, also known as

Mumtaj Mahal, who breathed her last in 1631 C.E. Almost all historians and scholars have praised its architectural

beauty. Elphinstone writes, “The Mausoleum of white marble is not surpassed by any other edifice either in

Europe or Asia in the richness of the material, the chasteness of the design, or the effect.” Dr. B.P. Saxena also

remarks about the beauty of the buildings erected during the reign of Shahjahan. “The buildings constructed

during Shahjahan’s reign stand as a living monument of unsurpassed engineering skill.”

Seeing the achievements of Shahjahan in the field of architecture, Dr. A.L. Srivastava has rightly remarked,

“Shahjahan’s reign has been described as a golden period in the mediaeval history of India.” This is true in one

respect only, and that is in the domain of art, particularly architecture.

On the basis of the above description, it can very well be affirmed that, in spite of some shortcomings

in the character of Emperor Shahjahan and the outburst of some early revolts in the empire, the era of Shahjahan

was splendid. During this period, we witnessed all-round progress and development, and architecture reached

its zenith; hence, it will not be out of place to accept this era as the “golden period” of mediaeval history.

3.24 Character of Shahjahan

It can truly be said of Shahjahan that the state was the emperor or that the emperor was the visible

state. Every atom of imperial revenue passed through his hands for distribution. Shah Jahan’s character has

often been estimated more favourably than it deserves, perhaps because historians are dazzled by the magnificence

of his court, the extent and wealth of this empire, the comparative peace that prevailed for the best part of his

reign, and the glory of his monuments, particularly the Taj Mahal. As a son, Shahjahan revolted against his

father and got the throne through the merciless slaughter of all possible rivals. As a result, he showed undue

partiality to Dara and drove Aurangzeb into revolt. The best feature of Shahjahan’s character is his intense love

for Mumtaz Mahal. Indeed, she was a good check on his passion, but after her death, he disgraced himself by

his gross licentiousness.

In state affairs, Shahjahan was cruel and untrustworthy. Although his military record during the earlier

part of his reign was bright, it was not so in the later years. Undoubtedly, his reign of thirty years marks the

zenith of the Mughal Empire. The loss of Kandahar had little effect on the rest of the empire, where the imperial

system stood intact. His southern extensions under Auranzeb were elusive, for instead of adding to the strength

and wealth of the Mughal Empire, they were the cause of its economic ruin and the destruction of its army. As
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we have already noted, the glory of Shahjahan’s reign was purchased at the expense of the great sufferings of

the peasants and artisans of the country, and Bernier, a discerning and disinterested observer, testifies to the

sufferings of the common people during his reign.

3.25. Aurangzeb1658-1707 C.E

3.25.1 Learning Objectives

 The Life History of Aurangzeb

 War of Succession for the Mughal Throne

 Religious policy of Aurangzeb

 Reactions against Aurangzeb’s Policies

 Deccan Policy of Aurangzeb

3.25.2 Introduction

Aurangzeb(Ornament of the Throne) ascended the throne in July 1658 and ruled up to 1707 C.E.

Thus, he was on the throne of India for about 50 years. During this period, he moulded the very character and

basis of the empire and ultimately became responsible for its downfall. He was perhaps the ablest of all the

Mughal kings. He was a great scholar of Arabic and Persian and a master in theology; he was a very brave and

fearless soldier; he was free from the vices of wine, women, and song, and was a puritan of a high order. But

as a sovereign, he was not a success. His extreme puritanism and austerity, his policy of religious intolerance,

and his blindness to practical realities rendered him a failure and sapped the foundation of the empire built by

the genius of Akbar.

3.25.3 Early life of Aurangzeb
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Historians hold divergent opinions regarding the date of Aurangzeb’s birth. According to KhafiKahm,

he was born in the year 1619 C.E. at Dohud, but J.N. Sarkar writes that he saw the light of day on October 24,

1618 C.E. Dr. A.L. Srivastava mentions that Aurangzeb took birth on November 3, 1618 C.E. at Daud, near

Ujjain. Aurangzeb was the sixth of the fourteen children of Shahjahan and Mumtaz Mahal. The childhood of

Aurangzeb was not free from troubles. In his early days, his father Shahjahan raised the standard of revolt

against his father, and as a result, he had to send his sons Dara and Aurangzeb to the Mughal court as a

guarantee for their good conduct in the future. Aurangzeb was freed from this hostage in 1628 C.E. after the

submission of his father.

Under the circumstances, the early education of Aurangzeb could be started before the age of eight.

Aurangzeb’s mind was very fertile, and he was very intelligent; hence, he soon became a master of the Quran

and Hadis. He also soon became adept at the writing of the Naskha, but he had a dislike for poetry, music, and

painting. Once he asked the mourners who were carrying the funeral of the goddess of music to bury her (the

music) deep lest she rise again. Aurangzeb was well versed in Arabic, Persian, Turki, and Hindi, but he found

much pleasure in the study of Arabic and Persian literature. He delighted in the study of religious books.

Besides academic education, he was provided military education, and soon he achieved skill in handling

various weapons. His courage was very well tested until 1633 C.E. When he was watching an elephant flight,

one of the infuriated animals rushed on him. Though he was a young lad of hardly fifteen, he did not budge an

inch and, without losing his mental equilibrium, wounded the animal with his spear.

3.25.4 The Rise of Aurangzeb

Shahjahan, being confident in the ability and capability of Aurangzeb, made him the commander of ten

thousand on December 13, 1634 C.E., and the next year he was sent to crush the revolt of Bundelkhand at the

head of three armies. He successfully suppressed the rebels and converted two sons and one grandson of

Juhar Singh into Islam. Aurangzeb destroyed the temple of Vir Singh Dev in Orchha and erected a mosque on

its site. He also established his control over the fort of Jhansi and captured the treasury of Vir Singh Dev.

3.25.5 First Viceroyalty of the Deccan

The first post of viceroy was given to him in 1636 C.E., and he continued to be the Viceroy of Deccan

up to 1644 C.E. He made Aurangazeb his capital in the Deccan and attained victory against the Deccan rulers.

He was married to Dilrasbanu Begam of Persia in 1637 C.E. He went to Agra to see his ailing sister, Jahanara.
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He was soon deprived of his post as Viceroy and his emoluments due to the hostility of his eldest brother, Dara.

However, on the request of Jahanara, he was appointed Viceroy of Gujarat on February 16, 1645 C.E. From

there, he was nominated to take command of the Balkh expedition in 1647 C.E., but he could not achieve

much success against Balkh.

Although he remained Viceroy of Gujarat only for two years, he won laurels by showing sufficient

administrative capacity and firmness. He also remained governor of Multan and Sindh from 1648 to 1652 C.E.

During this period, he was also sent to besiege Kandhar twice, but he failed to achieve better results than Balkh

in this expedition, too.

3.25.6 Early career of Aurangzeb

1. Aurangzeb, as a prince, successfully led an expedition against the Bundela chief, Jujbar Singh, and

converted many Hindus to Islam.

2. From 1636 to 1644, Aurangzeb acted as governor of the Deccan. He extended the Mughal territories

and set up a very good system of administration.

3. From 1645 to 1647, the prince acted as governor of Gujarat.

4. In 1647-48, the prince led an expedition to Balkh and Bokhara and gave a wonderful proof of his

bravery and presence of mind to the enemies, who found their safety only in peace.

5. During 1648–1652, Aurangzeb acted as governor of Multan, and Sindh led two unsuccessful expeditions

to Qandhar, with the result that he was transferred to the Deccan.

6. From 1652 to 1657, Aurangzeb worked for the second time as viceroy of Deccan. He created order

and good government out of confusion and brought about the submission of Golkonda and Bijapur.

7. In 1657–58, Aurangzeb won the war of succession. He defeated Dara’s forces in the battles of Dharmat

and Samugarh and became the undisputed master of the empire.

3.25.7 Accession (5 June, 1659 C.E)

 Aurangzeb ascended the throne on July 21st, 1658 but his formal accession took place on June 5th,

1659. He assumed the title of “Abdul Muzaffar Mohuddin Mohammad Aurangzeb Bahadur Alamgir Padshah-
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i-Ghazi.” The Khutbah was read in his name, and he assumed the title of “Alamgir” (conqueror of the world)

with the additions of “Padshah” (emperor) and “Ghazi” (holy warrior).

3.25.8 Aurangzeb’s “Religious Attitude and Policy

Aurangzeb was a staunch follower of the Sunni sect of Islam. As one who secured the throne as the

champion of Sunni orthodoxy against the liberal Dara, he tried to enforce strictly the Quranic law, according to

which it behaves every pious Muslim to “exert himself in the path of God,” or, in other words, to carry on holy

wars (jihad) against non-Muslim lands till they are converted to the realms of Islam. This made him extremely

puritanic in temperament, so that he took several steps to enforce “his own ideas of the morose seriousness of

life and punctilious orthodoxy.”

1. He passed an ordinance prohibiting the production, sale, and public use of wine and bhang.

2. He destroyed the sacred temples of the Hindus, the most famous being the temples of Mathura,

Banaras, and Kathiawar.

3. He also enforced a higher tax burden on Hindu merchants at the rate of 5% (as against 2.5% on

Muslim merchants).

4. The dancing girls and public women were ordered either to get themselves married or to leave the

kingdom.

5. The emperor also passed strict orders against singing obscene songs and stopped the burning of

faggota and processions during certain religious festivals.

6. Aurangazeb attempted to ban Sati, but the “evidence of contemporary European travellers in India

shows that the royal prohibition was seldom observed.”

7. Aurangzeb re-imposed the Jizya tax on “unbelievers.”

8. In 1665, all Hindus except the Rajputs were forbidden to ride on well-bred horses, elephants, or

palakis and to wear arms.

This policy generated feelings of discontent among certain sections of the population, which, by distracting

his energies during the remainder of his reign, proved to be one of the most potent causes of the decline and fall

of the Mughal Empire.
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3.26 Reactions against the Policies of Aurangzeb- The Jats, the Bundelas, and the

Satnamis

The first serious outbreak of anti-imperial reaction took place among the Jats of the Mathura district,

where the imperial Faujdar, Abu Nabi, had oppressed them greatly. Under the leadership of Gokla, Raja Ram,

and Churaman, they fought against the Mughal army. Gokla was fought ferociously to his death. Rajaram

plundered Akbar’s tomb at Sikandara in 1688. But he too was slain, and the principal stronghold of the Jats

was reduced. Churaman also organised an armed resistance against the Mughals after Aurangzeb’s death.

The second armed protest against Aurangzeb’s policy was led by the Bundel prince, Chhatrasal. He

gained several victories over the Mughals and succeeded in carving out an independent principality for himself

in eastern Malwa, with its capital at Panna, before his death in 1731.

Santals also revolted against Aurangzeb. The immediate cause of the rise of the Satnamis was the

murder of one of them by a Mughal foot soldier. They occupied Narnol, but royal forces crushed the revolt,

and many Santals also lost their lives.

3.26.1Revolts of Sikhs

The religious policy of Aurangazeb forced the peace-loving Skihs to resort to revolt. Guru Tez Bahadur,

the ninth Guru of the Sikhs, was a contemporary of Aurangzeb. He made Anandpur the centre of Sikhism and

began to oppose the anti-Hind policy of Aurnagzeb. Khafi Khan writes that Aurnagzeb ordered to demolish

the gurudwaras of the Sikhs. The order was opposed by Guru Tez Bahadhur, so he was ordered to appear in

court. Guru was arrested by the Mughal army, which asked him to embrace Islam. On his refusal, he was

tortured to death in 1676 C.E. It brought a revolutionary change in the thinking of Sikhs, and they constructed

several fortresses to take revenge on the murder of Guru Tez Bahdur.

3.26.2 Rajput Policy

Akbar had established amicable and friendly relations with the Rajputs. He adopted a policy of

friendliness and cooperation towards the Hindus. As a result of the liberal policies of Akbar, the Rajputs were

befriended, but Aurangzeb was a contradiction to liberal Akbar. His religious fanaticism and narrow-mindedness

once again annoyed the rajputs, and they turned out to be the enemies of the Mughal Empire.
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The Rajput policy of Aurangazeb proved fatal for both the emperor and the empire. He failed to attain

significant success against the Rajputs and wasted enormous wealth. Akbar couldnot extend the Mughal Empire

without the active support and cooperation of the Rajputs. The Rajputs continued to be the foundation stone

during his reign. But Aurangzeb’s unfarsighted and illogical policy turned the brave Rajputs into the enemies of

the empire. Their noncooperation and enmity shattered the Mughal Empire. Hence, Aurangazeb could not get

the help and support of the Rajputs in his Deccan Campaign and northwestern expeditions.

1. After the death of Jaswant Singh in 1673, Aurangzeb sent an expedition to Marwr, occupied it, and

destroyed temples there.

2. Aurangzeb refused to recognise Jaswant Singh’s posthumous son, Ajit Singh, as the “Raja of Marwar”

and confined him in his harem in order to bring him up like a Mughal prince.

3. Durgadass, Rathor chief, by a stratagem, took Ajit Singh and his mother to Marwar. In September

1679, Aurnangzeb sent forces to Marwar and ravaged it.

4. Rana Raj Singh of Mewar came to the help of Marwar. From November 1679 to November 1681,

war was fought against the Rajputs of Mewar. Udaipur and Chittor were conquered and ravaged.

Rajputs ran to the hills. Aurangzeb appointed Prince Akbar as in charge and himself went to Delhi. The

Rajputs later defeated Prince Akbar.

5. Azam and Muazzam were sent to crush the Rajputs of Mewar, and Prince Akbar was transferred to

Marwar. He entered into a conspiracy with the rajputs, declared himself Mughal Emperor, and revolted

against the Emperor. Aurangzeb, by a clever trick, caused division in the Rajputs-Akbar clique and

was successful in his mission. He could thus defeat the prince without war.

6. From 1681 until the death of Aurnagzeb in 1707, Marwar continued warfare against the Mughals till

Ajit Singh was recognised as the Rana of Marwar by Bahadur Shah.

3.26.3 Effects of his policy

1. Rapputs, who were hitherto great friends of the empire, became enemies, and they began to work

towards the weakening of the empire.

2. The Rajput wars have caused confusion and lawlessness in the empire.

3. Wars against the Rajputs caused a great loss of men, money, and prestige.
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3.27 Deccan Policy of Aurangzeb

Aburangzeb was a highly ambitious king, and he was not satisfied with the territories of northern India

alone. He wanted to extend his kingdom to the South as well.

3.27.1 Conquest of Bijapur1686 C.E.

As early as 1675, Aurangzeb had sent a big force under Jai Singh against Adil Shah II of Bijapur, but

the Mughals suffered heavily and had to retreat. The Mughals, under the leadership of Muhammad Azam,

besieged the city of Bijapur in April 1685. The Mughals were confronted with great difficulties because of the

tough resistance of the enemies and due to severe famines. But Aurangzeb sent reinforcements and supplies.

He himself came near Bijapur to direct the operations in person. The Bijapuris, after a gallant resistance of 15

months, had to yield as they had run out of supplies. Sultan Sikandar Ali Shah was arrested. Bijpur was

annexed to the Mughal Empire in 1686 C.E.

3.27.2 Conquest of Golkonda, 1687 C.E

While the siege of Bijapur was going on, Aurangzeb dispatched a force under Prince Muazzam against

Golkonda in July 1685. Hyderabad was captured and plundered by the Mughals. The Sultan of Golkonda,

Abdul Hasan, entered into negotiations with Prince Muzzam, which resulted in a compromise.

But Aurangzeb was not satisfied with these terms. After the conquest of Bijapur, he proceeded to

annex Golconda and besieged the fort in February 1687. The siege continued for eight months without any

positive results. The Mughals suffered great difficulties and disasters. Aurangzeb has now resorted to treachery.

Abdullah Pain, an Afghan in the service of Abudl Hasan, accepted a bribe from the Mughals and opened the

eastern gate of the fort. The Mughals could not, however, take possession of the fort without a stubborn fight.

One of the soldiers of Golconda, Abdul Razzaq, fought with exceptional heroism andcourage. Abdul Hasan

was arrested andsent to Daulatabad as a prisoner to join Sikandar Adil Shah. Golkonda was annexed to the

empire.

3.27.3 War against the Marathas

Having subjugated Bijapur and Golkonda, Aurangzeb turned against the Marathas. Sambhaji, son of

Shivaji, was at this time the leader of the Maratha Empire. He was a weak and luxurious person. The Mughals

marched against him, defeated him, and ultimately arrested him. By the order of the emperor, he was tortured
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to death. Raigarh, the capital, and many strongholds, including Jinji, were captured by the Mughal army. But

the Marathas did not lose heart. They continued their war of independence under Raja Ram and Tara Bai from

1684 to 1707 and recovered their lost territories. Thus, Aurangzeb, in spite of his best efforts, failed to crush

the power of the Maratha Empire.

3.27.4 Effects of his policy

1. Aurangzeb’s Deccan policy was baleful and blundering.

2. The annexation of Bijapur and Golkonda states, which served as useful buffers between the Mughals

and the Marathas, was a great mistake.

3. His prolonged Deccan Wars caused huge financial losses. Even the salaries of soldiers could not be

paid for months together, which created discontent.

4. Due to long warfare, the soldiers were demoralized, and the reverses suffered, which impaired the

prestige of the empire.

5. Due to the presence of the emperor and the best officers in the Deccan, chaos and confusion became

rampant in the north.

6. Agriculture and trade suffered terribly as a result of the prolonged Deccan wars.

7. The Jats, Sikhs, and Rajputs in the north revolted and created problems for the emperor.

8. Aurangzeb’s Deccan policy led to the downfall of the Mughal Empire.

From any point of view, the Deccan policy of Aurangzeb was at once a blunder and a crime. It failed

completely and led to the downfall of the Mughal Empire. In the words of J.N. Sarkar, “All seemed to have

been gained by Aurangzeb now, but in reality, all was lost.” It was the beginning of the end. Conclusion

3.28 Personal qualities of Aurangzeb

1. He was simple in habits and free from vice or passion. He had fewer than four wives.

2. He prohibited the use and promotion of general morality.

3. He prohibited the use and preparation of intoxicating liquors and “bhang.”
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4. In his private life, he was a pious Muslim and followed the Quran strictly.

5. His literacy tasted good, and he patronised people with literacy. His Fatawa-e-Alamgir is a digest of

contemporary Muslim law.

6. He was a calligraphist and wrote Nastaliq and Shikast.

7. He had a remarkable memory and remembered everything he saw or heard.

3.28.1 His defects

1. He believed neither his sons nor his officers.

2. He interfered too much with administration. Officers lost their sense of responsibility and initiative.

Administration degenerated.

3. He was not a political genius. He was a general but not a leader. He was a diplomat but not a statesman.

4. He identified the interests of the state with those of his faith.

5. He forgot that the greatness of the empire could only come from the progress of all sections of the

people.

3.29 Death of Aurangzeb

Thus, as the years rolled on, Aurangzeb saw in his eyes failure piling upon failure and his empire exhausted.

Fear for the future of the empire filled his mind with anguish and made him extremely unhappy. His advice to

his rebellious sons to save the empire by partitioning went unheeded. Conscious of his failure and seriously

apprehensive of the imminent disaster, he wrote to his son Azam: “I came alone and am going alone.” “I

have not done well by the country and the people, and of the future there is no hope.” To Kam Bakhash he

wrote, “I carry away the burden of my shortcomings... “Come what may, I am launching my boat.” “The

deep pathos of these letters is bound to move every human heart to its deathbed.” Worn out in mind and

body by heavy cares and hard toil, the emperor died at Ahmadanagar in the morning of the 3rd of March,

1707, “with the Muslim confession of faith on his lips.” His body was carried to Daulatabad and interred in

the compound of the tomb of the famous Muslim saint Burhan ud-din.

Multiple interpretations of Aurangzeb’s life and reign over the years by critics have led to a very complicated

legacy. Some argue that his policies abandoned his predecessors’ legacy of pluralism and religious tolerance,
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citing his introduction of the jizya tax and other policies based on Islamic laws; his demolition of Hindu

temples; the executions of his elder brother Dara Shiko, King Sambhaji of Maratha Kingdom, and Sikh

Guru Tez Bahdur; and the prohibition and supervision of behaviours and activities that are forbidden in

Islam, such as gambling, fornication, and the consumption of alcohol and narcotics. At the same time, some

historians question the historical authenticity of the claims of his critics, arguing that his destruction of temples
has been exaggerated and noting that he built more temples than he destroyed, paid for their maintenance,
employed significantly more Hindus in his imperial bureaucracy than his predecessors, and opposed bigotry
against Hindus and Shia Muslims.

Learning Outcomes

 Conditions in India on the eve of Babur’s invasion

 To know the difficulty faced by Babur in the establishment of the Mughal dynasty

 War of succession among the Mughal rulers

 Revolts and rebellions against the rulers of the Mughal Dynasty

 Religious and Rajput policies of the Mughals

 Identify the Great Rulers of the Mughal Dynasty

 Recognize the different rulers and their roles in the Mughal Dynasty.

 Discover the reasons for the fall of the Delhi Sultanate.

Examination Model Questions-Essay Questions

1. What were the political conditions of India on the eve of Babur’s Invasions, and how did it help him in

the conquest of India?

2. Give an account of the revenue and military reform of Sher Shah?

3. Write a short essay on Jahangir’s character and personality.

4. Why is Shah Jahan’s period considered to be the golden age of the Mughal rule in India?

5. Write an essay on Life and career of Aurangzeb.

6. Discuss the Deccan policy f Aurangzeb?
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7. Discuss the Religious policy of Aurangzeb?

8. What was the rule played by Aurangzeb for the downfall of Mughal Dynasty?

Short notes

1. Life and career of Humayun

2. Akbar’s Rajput Policy

3. Akbar’s Religious Policy

4. Rebellions during the period of Shahjahan

Multiple Choice Questions

1. In which year Babur was died?

(A) 1529 C.E (B) 1530 C.E (C) 1556 C.E  (D) 1707 C.E

2. In which of the wars Humayun was defeated by Shersha Suri

(A) Kanwa&Gogra (B) Haldighat& Panipat II (C) Chousa&Bhilgram (D) Dharmat& Panipat II

3. Name the Mughal queen whose name was written on all the Mughal Farmans and inscribed on the

coins?

(A) Bagamati (B) GulbadanBegum (C) Muntaj Begum (D) Nurjahan

4. During the Mughal rule, the chief of the city was;

(A) Shiqdar (B) Kotwal (C) Munisif (D) Shiqdar

5. The Muhtasibs during the Mughal period acted as
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(A) Censors of public morals  (B) Chief recruiting officers of soldiers (C) Munsabdars of Mughal

Dynasty (D) Head of the village

6. The Book ‘Alamgir Nama’ was written by

(A) Abul Fazal (B) Babur (C) Mirza Muhammad Kazim (D) Jahingir

7. In whose reign Mahabat Khan was revolted?

(A) Akbar (B) Babur (C) Jahingir  (D) Shahjahan

8. Whose reign has been called the ‘Golden age of Mughals’

(A) Akbar (B) Babur (C) Humayun (D) Shahjahan

9. What is the meaning of Nurjahan

A) Fortunate (B) Ornament of the Throne (C) Light of the World (D) Light of the Asia

10. Whose reign has been called the ‘Golden age of Mughals’

(A) Akbar (B) Babur (C) Humayun (D) Shahjahan

Matching

(1)       Akbarnama& Ain-i-Akbari (A) 1707 C. E

(2         Din-i-Ilahi (B) 1576 C. E

(3)        Baburnama (C) Shersha

(4)          Dam Silver Coin (D) Jahingir

(5)          Death of Aurangzeb (E) Babur

(6)          Haldighat War (F) Raja Birbal

(7)          Khusru Revolt (G) Ruler ofAhmebnagar

(8)          Ranasangramasimha (H) Ruler of Mewad

(9)          Chand Bibi (I) Akbar

(10) Mubsabdari System                                    (J) Abul Fazal
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‘Alamgir Nama’

Alamgirnamah the court history of Emperor aurangzeb (1658-1707) written by Mirza Muhammad

Kazim.

Glossary

Iqtas Administrative Divisions

Shah‘ King

Khalifa Religious head of Islam

Jagirs             Ranks

Shariat Islamic Laws

Deccan India south of the Vindhya Mountains, but more particularly the

interior plateau.

Farman An order issued by a ruler

MANSAB: A rank in the Mughal army based on the number of horsemen the officer was supposed

to bring into the field. Mansabdars, the holders of the rank, were graded from those responsible for

ten horses up to those who were responsible for ten thousand.

The Taj Mahal

The Taj Mahal not only forms one of the most iconic representations of India but is also considered the

greatest architectural achievement in the world of Indo-Islamic architecture. The monument, which was declared

a World Heritage Site by the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization in 1983, was

built by the Mughal Emperor Shah Jahan in the memory of his favourite wife, ArjumandBanguBeguam, better

known as Mumtaz Mahal. On her death, she was buried in the garden of Zainabad at Burhanpur and then

shifted, in December 1631, to Akbarabad (now Agra). She was finally enshrined in a crypt in the mausoleum

that Shah Jahan built in her honor, the Taj Mahal. The Taj displays the largest inscriptional programme in the

Islamic world. It has 25 Quaranic inscriptions, of which 14 are complete suras (chapters). In one way or
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another, all inscriptions deal with the Day of Judgment, divine mercy, and paradise for the faithful. The tomb

was built on the right bank of the Yamuna at a point where the river takes a sharp turn and flows eastward.

The Taj made its way onto the official list of the “New Seven Wonders of the World,” elected by more

than 100 million voters to represent global heritage throughout history.

Shah Jahan’s reign represents a further shift in this trend, which privileges marble over the red sandstone

structures so characteristic of Akbar’s period. Several red sandstone buildings at the Agra and Lahore forts

were dismantled and replaced with marble structures. The marble buildings erected inside the Agra fort included

the Diwan-i-Am (1627), Diwan-i-Khas (1637), and the Moti Masjid (1634). Likewise, in the Lahore fort, the

Diwan-i-Am, the KhwabGarh, the Sheesh Mahal, and the Musalmman Burj

Alamgir Nama: This work was written 1688 C.E. by Mira Muhammad Kakzim, son of Muhammad

Amin Munshi, the author of the Padshanama. It contains a history of the first two years of the reign

of Alamgir Aurangzeb. It was dedicated to Aurangzeb in the thiry-second year of his reign.

Books for further Reading
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Online Resources

1. Introduction https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fEseQL9p8Ko       

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rhHpBe4FjNY

2. Akbar https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dTcwboZ0NB4

3. Mansabdars during the Mughal Empire

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DDmpXc9uR68

4.  Auragzeb https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B8CPd_UhyGc

5. Downfall of Mughal Empire https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yoZfi-lpqRk

Tajmahal - Agra

https://akm-img-a-in.tosshub.com/indiatoday/images/story/202205/

taj_1200x768.jpeg?agzI8YFJKFjJlhMRwbaY1EV_AStzf7Eb&size=770:433
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UNIT-IV: Administration, Economy, Society and Cultural

Developments under the Mughals – Disintegration of Mughal Empire

- Rise of Marathas under Shivaji

4.0 Objectives

4.1 The concept of sovereignty

4.1.1 Central government:

4.1.2 Provincial government:

4.2 The Mughal military organization of the Mansabdari system:

4.3 Finance and revenue organization/land revenue administration:

4.4 Socio, Economic Conditions:

4.4.1 Social Conditions

4.5 Art and Literature

4.5.1 Architecture

4.5.2 Art (painting)

4.5.3 Music

4.6 Mughals’ Religious Policy

4.7 The Mughal Empire’s Decline and fall

4.8 How far the Mughal rule was national in character

4.9 Rise of Regional Powers – Marathas – Peshwas - Sikh

4.10 The Rise of Shivaji (1627 or 30 to 1680 C.E)

4.10.1 Military Career

4.10.2 War with Mughals
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


















    








    

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4.0 Objectives

 To know the administration system of the Mughals

 To understand the social condition of medieval India,

 To know how cultural conditions shape Indian history

 The Marathas and Their Place in Indian History

 The Sikhs’ Rise and Impact on Indian History 

“The functioning of administration was, next to rainfall, the most important factor in the country’s economic

life.” —Abul Fajal

Prior to the Mughals, there was no systematic enunciation of administrative principles at the national or

provincial levels. Babur and Humayun, too, did not have the time or inclination to create a new administration

system in India. It was Akbar who conceived of devising a system of administration for the Mughal Empire. It

was “thoroughly organized, national, board-bottomed, popular, and modern.”  It was described as “the Persia-

Arabic system in India setting” because it contained some foreign elements. It was a significant improvement

over the dictatorial regency of Bairam Khan. Akbar was equally determined to “vest only limited authority in an

individual” and thus delineated careful systems that were not confined to mere police and tax collecting functions.

It was devised to suit the needs of a “culture state” evolved by Akbar and was concerned with trade, i.e.

4.1 The concept of sovereignty

Though once again Islamic sultans ruled India from 1526 C.E to 1857 C.E, they, like the Delhi sultanate

sultans, refused to pay any tribute to the Caliphate and, firmly believing in royalty as a light emanating from

God, proclaimed absolute sovereignty as vested in the emperor. They proclaimed themselves to be

representatives of God on earth, vested with the divine right to rule. Thus, unlike the Turko-Afghan monarchy,

which was considered by the nobility as the right of all, the Mughal concept of sovereignty once and for all

emphatically stated that their family right to rule was indisputable to “any nobility, howsoever highly placed.” 

Except on one or two occasions, all speculation would be restricted to the royal family. Akbar squandered

certain special prerogatives in Hindi only on rare occasions to dejure defect position in the eyes of the people.
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







    






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Jharokha-i-Darshan, where people could see the monarch in full splendor, was established, and Akbar

instituted the practice of “Gusulkhana,” in which the emperor had private meetings with his close associates.

The grant of jagirs and the issue of Muhar and Panje were initiated, and the emperor also adopted the Hindu

practice of weighing the empire on his birthday in gold and precious metals, which was later dispensed in

charity. These practices undoubtedly contributed to the monarchy’s “regal aura” in the eyes of the nobility and

people. Any of the Mughals, including Akbar, failed to invoke the law of primogeniture. But they raised the

concept of divine monarchy from the shackle of “communal divine polity” to “universal divine polity.”

4.1.1 Central government:

Because ancient Hindu policy advocated a council of ministers to advise the king, Mughal sultans

believed in it. The Sultan believed that a core group of ministers from various branches of the administration

was required to assist him in running the state’s machinery. Akbar, however, was the first Muslim sovereign in

India, who clearly defined the powers and responsibilities of various ministers and demarcated the boundaries

of their departments.

Wazir or Vakil:

The office of the wizarat was the most important branch of the central government in Islamic politics.

He had been described as the kingpin of mediaeval government. He was in charge of the general supervision of

the administration. He was also known as the Prime Minister, and he was in charge of the Empire’s finances. All

central government ministers were subject to his authority.

Mir Bakshi

He was in charge of military affairs, including holding periodic muster reviews and maintaining discipline.

Sadar-us-Sadr

He was the state’s religious affairs director. He also took care of charities and the environment.

Khan-i-Saman

He was in charge of the imperial household department, which included all personal expenditures of

the emperor’s household and the kitchen. He also looked after the stores and supplies for the army.

275















     
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



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Mir-Atish

It was also known as Darogha-i-Thopkana, and this office assumed gradual importance during Akbar’s

reign. In practice, he functioned independently and had direct access to the emperor.

Muhatsib

It was also known as the “public morals sensor.” It was his responsibility to raise and maintain public

morals, which meant abstaining from wine and encouraging the reading of the namaz.

Chief qazi

He was in charge of the rule of law and justice.

 Daroga-i-Dak chowki

The Turkish-Afghan administration took control of it.He not only headed the Imperial Intelligence

Department, but various waqianaqvis and harkaras posted in the provinces and districts came under his and his

team’s surveillance.

Mir-i-mal

In charge of the treasury who oversees the state’s income and expenditures

 Mir-Bahr

Lord of the sea, it would be calling him the commander of the Mughal flotilla,which was primarily

deployed for transporting the emperor and the imperial army.

4.1.2 Provincial government

While Shersha channeled his energies and was credited as the originator of provincial administration in

India, it was Akbar who was the first Emperor who seriously attempted to reorganize his empire into subhas,

sarkars, parganas, and villages after politically seizing the hold of India.

 Subhah

It was headed by subedar or Sipah Salar.It was a carbon copy of the government, and its administrative

machinery, including the court system, was a carbon copy of the central machinery. He had the highest executive,

legislative, and judicial powers in the province. Other officers, such as the diwan, who had almost equal power
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





 









 




 





   

















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in social hierarchy.Sardar, and Mir saman, who was in charge of Karkhana, were present to assist the provincial

head. Faujdar (chief executive head of a Sarkar) was responsible for maintaining law and order in his jurisdiction

and the executed the royal decrees and regulations. He also kept the powerful Zamindars under check.Amalguzar

or the revenue collector was the next important officer. Shiqdar maintained the general administration and law

and order of Pargana assisted by Amil (revenue collector), Amin (assessor of revenue), Patadar (treasurer),

Qanungo (keeper of land record) and Bitikchis (clerks).Village head or the Muqaddam (sarpanch) dealt with

functions locally. The Patwari assisted him by taking care of village revenue records.

4.2 The Mughal military organization of the Mansabdari system

The Mughal army, composed of the cavalry, infantry, artillery, elephants, and some naval boats, was

recruited according to an elaborate system of well-defined rules. One of these important branches was the

cavalry. Mughal rulers maintained two types of armies: a standing army and a mansabdari army. A standing

army was only kept by a few kings. Mughal sultans appoint military officers known as mansabdari.The Mansabdari

system, which was introduced by Akbar, served as the backbone of the Mughal army and reflected the

efficiency of its civil administration. Abdul Fazl has mentioned 66 grades of Mansabdari’s, but he has only

described 33 grades that varied from 10 to 10,000. Because ability, rather than inheritance, was the sole

criterion for appointment, while zat indicated the Mansabdar’s personal rank, the actual number of sawars held

by him indicated his position in the official hierarchy.Mansabdari were, as a rule, paid in cash through some

temporarily held jagirs. Mansabdars were responsible for the maintenance of peace and the collection of

revenue in their respective territories. To guard against the evil of false musters, Akbar followed the practice of

Sher Shah of branding the horses and entering the identification marks of soldiers in a register. Despite all

serious measures, it appeared that things like not maintaining the required number of troops, proxy numbering,

and incorrectly numbering cavalry had occurred.There were four branches of the Mughal army: the cavalry

(Aswaran), the infantry (Paidgan), the artillery (Topkhana) and the navy. These were not divisions with their

own commanders, instead they were branches or classes that were distributed individually amongst the

Mansabdars, each of whom had some of each of these divisions. Artillery was a vital corps in the Mughalarmy.

But there was no certain department to organize. The war elephants formed another important flank of the

Mughal army, and they were used in peace for the display of royal splendour and in war for siege warfare and

transportation. At its best, the Mughal navy was a flotilla of boats primarily responsible for transporting loyalties

and troops.
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        


            
            


  

 


 





https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/9/9c/

Silver_Rupee_of_Aurangazeb_AH1096.jpg/180px-Silver_Rupee_of_Aurangazeb_AH1096.jpg
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The Mughals did not pay attention to the development of naval force before Akbar established his

control over Gujarat. In the meantime the Portuguese established their supremacy over the Indian seas and

they did not see eye to eye with those who devoted themselves to the progress of navy. Akbar and his

successors had strong land forces. The y maintained only some small fleets of boats which in no way could be

said to be a powerful navy. The officer in charge of these boats was known as Mir Bahr. His chief function was

to prepare ferries and bridges for the passage of the troops and local inhabitants. No doubt Akbar and his

officers were capable of maintaining powerful navy on the European style but they did not suspect any danger

from the sea-route, hence they remained negligent towards the formation of a powerful navy. The task of the

safety of the western coast was handed over to the sides of Janjira by the Mughals only because they did not

maintain an efficient navy.

4.3 Finance and revenue organization/land revenue administration

The administration of land revenue was Akbar’s crowning achievement. Following the precedent set

by Sher Shah and carried out in many parts of the empire, an improved system of settlement (Bandobast), or

assessment of revenue based on fairly accurate measurement and classification of the type of soil, fell on

Akbar. This was referred to as the “ Ryotwari system “.

Akbar abolished the jagiridari system, which had all cultivable land measured with jarit, replaced by

hamperropes, and classified into four fertility grades. These grades were polaj (which was never allowed to be

followed), parauti (occasionally left fallow for a year or two), chacher (allowed to be followed for three or four

years), and banjar (remaining fallow for five years or more). The steady demand was fixed at one third of the

average production, which could be paid in cash or kind. They took the average of actual prices during the

previous ten years in order to fix the cash rates.

Farmers were given teccavi (loans for seed and cattle purchases).In addition to the land tax, the

Mughal government imposesrelied on other taxes, which include the customs duty and mint, inheritance, and

present-day royalties.

4.4 Socio, EconomicConditions

“Every political system is ultimately judged by its effect upon the material prosperity and moral

advancement of its people.”
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When this axiom is applied to the Mughal administration, Mughal successfully bequeathed political

homogeneity and stability to the country and thereby fulfilled the major pre-requisite for any economic

advancement and development of trade and commerce.

The improved system of land revenue settlement introduced by Akbar gave an impetus to agriculture;

the chief crops that were grown during his period were barely, wheat, sugarcane, millets, pulses, cotton, oil

seeds, indigo, etc. Tobacco was also introduced by British merchants. Except for fruits and other delectable

items for the upper classes and royalty, the country imported very little food, primarily from Badakshan and

Samarkand.Although there were periodic famines, the country produced enough for local consumption and

there was never a chronic shortage of food grains. However, the same conditions did not persist after the

Akbar region. In any case, while on the one hand, the growth of the money economy, the expansion of towns,

the migrations of village self-sufficiency, and the expansion of cash crops like oil seeds, indigo, and cotton to

meet national and even international market demand worsened peasantry conditions.

In terms of industries in India, Mughal rule saw the flourishing of industries, with textile manufacturing

ranking first among the industries. Many textile production centers existed in Agra, Benaras, Patna, Berhampur,

Bidar, etc. There was a silk industry in Sonargaon and Decca, and production of shawls was in Lahore.

Multan, FathepurSikri, and Jaunpur were famous for carpet manufacture; paper was produced at Seolkot.

Bihar was known for its production of saltpetre. In addition, the royal karkanas were more systematically

organized on larger scales, which produced goods for the consumption of the royal family and nobility.

Cotton weaving was India’s most extensive industry, and the scale and diversity of its output awed all

visitors. Indigo was another major industry, and Indian dyes excelled in quality.

Indians were also skilled with iron, brass, silver, and zinc; mixed metals and Indian swords were well-

known throughout Asia. Various domestic utensils, knives, and scissors with extensive inlay work in silver and

gold materials were also made. As for mines, there was reference to gold mines near Agra, but there is no

mention of Kolar gold fields near Mysore. Copper was mined in the Himalaya, Rajaputana, Chota Nagpur,

and Bundalkhand. Diamond mines in Deccan and Chota Nagpur have been registered. 

4.4.1 Social Conditions

Society looked like a feudal organization with the kins at its apex. Nobility; below them, there existed

a small and struggling middle class. The conditions of the lower classes were miserable compared to the rest of

the higher social classes, like the nobles and the middle class. Excessive addiction to wine and womanizing was
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a common practice among the nobility. Generally, single-room dwellings made of mud with thatched roofs

were used by the villagers for their houses. The majority of utensils were made of earth. The Common diet was

primarily composed of rice, millets, pulses, vegetables, and beans. Many people considered meat to be a

luxury. There was a joint family system. The family system was patriarchal, and the birth of a son was favoured.

Every marriage was approved. Akbar set the marriage age for males and females at 16 and 14, respectively.

In rural areas, Hindus observed festivals such as Basanta Panchami, Holi, Deepavali, and Sivaratri,

while Muslims observed Eid, Shabe barat, and Muharram.Shabebarat was the result of Hindu-Muslim cultural

fusions; sati, or self-immolation, was common among upper caste Hindu women, and the Rajputs practiced

jauhar.Although Akbar established schools for female education in Fakepur Sikri, education was generally out

of reach for common women, and there is a visible divide in the standard of living of the rural and urban poor

and rich, as well as in people’s economic and social status. Superstition and faith in astrology are common

among both Hindus and Muslims.

Another interesting feature of Mughalsociety was the prevalence of slaves and servants. The enormous

number of servants and slaves that were employed in the personal services of the Mughal imperial family and

nobility at large scales As for their contributions to the economic productivity of the country, The service class’s

dominant note was consumption rather than wealth production; their meagre salaries hardly resulted in any

savings, which if they were all hoarded in gold and silver metal.

The artisans and peasantry formed the masses, and despite the Mughal rulers’ best efforts, the peasantry

and labourers on the land lived at the lowest subsistence level. They were completely reliant on the seasons for

survival, and a lack of rains resulted in their immediate economic collapse. They lived in mudhuts with thatched

roofs and ate khichri.Their salaries were frequently late, inciting them to engage in bribery and corruption.

However, skilled artisans were better paid than their unskilled counterparts.

4.5 Art and Literature

Unlike the Delhi sultanates, the Mughal emperors did not restrict their activities to the bare minimum of

police and tax collecting functions, which were characteristic of a “culture state,” one of which was the promotion

and patronage of arts and letters.

Persian became the court language, and its literacy output included a wide range of writings, including

biblical literacy and historical texts. In fact, the literature of the Mughals can be divided into three categories.

They are historical and autobiographical books, translations, and Sanskrit literature.
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The first of the Mughal rulers, Babur, was an eminent poet in Turki and Persian and wrote the lyrical

Tuzuk-i-babari. He was also a great writer of Turkish prose, as is evidenced by his autobiography, the Tuzuk-

i-babari or Babur Nama. The other memories, for example, Humayun nama by Gul Badan Begum, Tuzuk-i-

Jahangir by Jahanjir, Abdul Fazal Monumental work, Ain-i-akbari and Akbarnama, letters of Aurangzeb, and

various writings of the nobility, comprise precious gems of uncountable value in the evolution of the history of

the period. Humayun was a cultured man, a lover of poetry, and a student of mathematics, astronomy, and

astrology.

Despite his lack of formal education and inability to read or write, Akbar amassed a magnificent library

of over 24,000 manuscripts. Akbar, for the first time, regularized a translation department, which was entrusted

with the basis of translating select Sanskrit, Arabic, and even European treatises into Persian. Thus, Mahabaratha,

Ramayana, Lilavathi, Arthasastra, the autobiography of Babur, and a copy of the Bible were all translated.

During Shah Jahan’s reign, Dara Shukho revitalized the department by completing the translation of the 50

Upanishads, the Bhagavat Gita, and the Yoga Vaishishta, thereby introducing Muslims to a new world of Hindu

philosophy. In addition to the outstanding works of Abdul Fazil, Badauni’s (Muntakhab-ut-Tawarik) are important

sources of information about the Akbari reign.

Hindi poets like Ganga Kavi, Tansen, and Kesevadas also flourished in Akibar’s court. Many of the

officers and generals of Akbar, viz. Abdul Rehman Rahim Sat Sai, Raja Mansigh, Chinthamani, Bhagawan

Das, and Birbal were themselves good poets in Hindi. Birbal was known as Kviraj.But the greatest Hindi poet

of the age was Tulsidas, the author of the Ramayana, called Ramacharitit Manas in Hindi. Surdas, author of Sur

Sagr, and Jayasi, author of Padmavathi, were both great poets of their generation.Tulasidas is the greatest man

of the age, greater than Akbar himself (Smith), and it was undoubtedly a great poem worthy of inclusion among

the world’s great classical master pieces._ Keay. Padma Sannkara’s Akbar shahi shringaradarpanam, Dara

shuko, son of Shah Jahan, the author of great religious and philosophical works in Persian, the “migration of

two oceans,” a comparative study of Islam and India, and panditari jagannatha, the author of rasagangadhara,

a great work on rhetoric and Gangalahiri, a poem in praise of range, were all engaged in shajahan court.

Aurangazeb, despite his greatness, was a great scholar in Arabic as well as a person who knew

Turkish and Hindi.He knew the Koran by heart and was specialised in theology and jurisprudence. He patronised

the codification of Muslim law. Under the name “fatwa-i-alamgiri,” Wali of Aurangabad established himself as

the greatest poet of his generation. He banned the writing of histories.
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Urdu, in addition to Persian, Arabic, and Hindi, developed during this time period. The word “urdu” is

derived from the Turkish word which means “a military camp.” Besides the Mughal kings, the Deccan kings of

Gujarat (Bijapur, Bidar, and Golkond) patronised urdu literature. Mohammed Quli Qutub Shah, the ruler of

Golkonda (1580–1612), was himself a great poet. Marathi, Bengali, and Malayalam, all regional languages,

were also developed.

4.5.1 Architecture

The Mughals

were skilled builders.

Their buildings reflect a

love for perfection,

m a g n i f i c e n c e ,

adornment, grandeur,

and splendor.Babar’s

arrival in India was

marked by Indo-

Saracenic architecture,

a distinct style of its

own that could be

dubbed “primarily

Indian.” Humayun had

the inclination but no

time to include them in

his artistic endeavors,

but his wife Hamida

Banu Begum built his

 tomb the replica of Timuris’s tomb heritage centre at Delhi, which was the first important monument.

Akbar’s architecture is distinguished by a hedonistic fusion of Hindu and Muslim (Persian) styles. His

architecture had the salient features of extensive use of red sandstone, the construction of better domes,

Fatehpur Sikri, Uttar Pradesh, India: Dîwân-e Khass

The Dîwân-e Khass at Fatehpur Sikri, Uttar Pradesh
state, India, built c. 1585.

285



arches, and portals, greater ornamentation, massive forts, and the synthesis of Hinduism. Persian architectural

styles are distinct but also opt when compared to the country’s earlier architecture. His love for universal

tolerance was reflected in his buildings.

Humayun’s tomb in Delhi and Agra fort, popularly known as “Jahingar Mahal,” were built during his

reign.Fatchpuri Sikri, Jam-i-mazjid, and Bulanda Darwaza (described as one of India’s most perfect architectural

achievements) were the best examples of Hindu-Persian style buildings.Akbar’s other magnificent structures

included Birbals House, Jodhbai Palace, the Sultan Palace, the Khwabgah, Diwan-i-khas, and Shaik Salim

Chishtis Tomb. The new capital city in 1572, Fatehpur Sikri (the city of victory) and Agra fort, popularly called

“Jahingar Mahal.” The group of buildings at Fatehpuri Sikri, Jam-i-mazjid, and Buland Darwaza (described as

one of the most perfect architectural achievements of India) were best examples of hindu-Persian style buildings.

Birbals house, Jodhhai Palace, the Sultan Palace, the Khwabgah, Diwan-i-khas, and Shaik Salim Chishti’s

Tomb were the other beautiful buildings of Akbar. The new capital city in 1572, Fatehpur Sikri (the city of

victory), has been described by V. Smith as “romance in stone.” The pancha mahal (five-star structure) resembles

a Buddhist vihara.

Two significant monuments were built during Jahangir’s reign: Jahangir’s tomb at Shahdara (near Lahore)

and Noorjahan’s tomb also at Shahdara.  For the first time in the country, marble and “pietra dura” (the inlaying

of precious stones of different colours in delicate designs) were used to construct the first Mughal tomb.

The reign of Shah Jahan is without a doubt the pinnacle of Mughalarchitecture. He constructed magnificent

buildings at Agra, Delhi, Lahore, and several other places, on which he spent crores of rupees. At Akbar’s

monuments, men enjoyed virility, and Shah Jahan for the first time brought grace, delicacy, and rhythm that

classified them in a unique category of their own. Its best examples are Diwan-i-Am and Diwan-i-khas, in the

Red fort; the Jami-i-masjid; the Moti masjid; and the Taj Mahal at Agra. Diwan-i-khas is a very fine building,

and the following inscription was caused to be written by the emperor on one of its walls:

If there is a paradise on Earth, it is this, it is this, and it is this. The mausoleum, built on the banks of the

Jamuna in the memory of his beloved consort, Muntaz Mahal, stands out as the best replica of a perfect

blending of simplicity, exquisite grace, and rich ornamentation. The pearls are built inside the Agra fort at a cost

of three lakh rupees. Nur Jahan also built a magnificent mausoleum for Jahangiri’s tomb. Under the supervision

of Alimamardan Khan, he also laid the beautiful Shalimar gardens. The peacock throne and Koh-i-noor diamonds

further added to the splendour of the empire. The peacock throne took seven years to be completed and cost

about a crore of rupees. Lalkhila (Red Fort) was another milestone in his architectural genius. Aurangzeb’s
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narrow religious viewpoint encompassed all arts, including architecture. His first wife’s tomb (Rabia-ud-Daurani)

near Aurangabad.It bears a striking resemblance to the Taj Mahal, the mausoleum of Aurangzeb’s mother,

Mumtaz Mahal.

4.5.2 Art (painting)

The Mughal

painting soon became

popular among rulers as

they found the idea of

portraying themselves

interesting and royal in

many way. Numerous

exquisite creations of the

time, housed in various

museums, bear witness

to their superior

technique and

harmonious colour blending,

and are priceless

 legacies. From Akbar’s time forward, the ancient art of Indian painting took on a new direction.

Anyhow, Babur’s court was adorned with the famous bihzad. He was the leading artist, and he bore the Shirin

Kalam, or Sweet Pen. Daswanth and Basawan were another important pair of painters. During Akbar’s reign,

some of the most famous paintings were the Chenghiznama, Jafarnama, Ramnama, Naldanama, Khaliyadanama,

and others. They freely painted flora and fauna, birds and beasts, scenes, royal court scenes, etc.

During the reign of Jahangir, the art reached its pinnacle and became truly Indian.The two eminent

painters were Abdul Hasan and Ustad Mansur, both of whom bore the title “Nadir-uz-zaman” (Wonder of the

Age). The paintings, however, do not depict the common people and were primarily confined to the royals and

nobility, who were the chief patrons of the arts.

4.5.3 Music
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Music was an important part of Mughalculture. Babur, who discovered music and is said to have

written songs,Humayun, too, spent his free time with the musicians. He appointed Bacchu as the musician in his

court. Akbar was proficient in the theory and art of music, and he patronised many musicians, including Faizi,

Abdul Rahim, Khani-Khanan, Raja Mansingh, Bhagewandas, etc. Mian Tansen, a Gwalior native, was named

his poet laureate and is regarded as the “preeminent singer of his generation. “Jagannatha and Janardana

Bhattu, and Lalkhan (the son-in-law of Tansen) were the court musicians of Shah Jahan. Aurangzeb hated

music; however, a famous treatise on music found written during his reign casts general doubt on the legendary

tale of his banishing the art from his reign.

4.6 Mughals’ Religious Policy

As previously stated, due to the short reigns of both Babur and Humayun, they did not prioritize

religious policy toward Hindus. Just like other initiators, Akbar also initiated the religious policy. It is important

to remember that he lived during a period when religious fanaticism, dogmatism, and bigotry characterized the

characters of the most measurable successful monarchs. Akbar distinguished himself among the Mughal legacies

rulers by his largeness and breadth of mind, liberality of attitude, and rationalistic approach; his birth under

Hindu protection, the influence of Rajput queens, the influence of contemporary religious thinkers, his personal

convictions, and so on all influenced his religious policy.

Akbar put his liberalism into practice; in other words, he gave a new turn to traditional administrations.

Following his marriage to Rajput ladies in 1562 and his belief in Sulh-i-kul (universal toleration), In 1563, he

boldly abolished the tax on Hindu pilgrims, as well as Jizya, the despised religious orientation tax, in 1564 C. E.

Hindus despised their Muslim kings as foreigners because of his tax.It was a unique step, and while it pleased

the Hindus everywhere, it also strengthened the foundation of the Mughal Empire. Consequently, Akbar built

the Ibadat Khana or the house of worship in 1575 C.E. at Fatepur Skri, where the wise men of several

religions presented their spiritual views. The doctrines of Hinduism, Islam, Jainism, Zoroastrianism, and

Christianity were discussed at length in the presence of the emperor. These debates greatly influenced the

religious views of Akbar. At last he arrived at a great decision: the inner meaning of all religions was the same,

and therefore there could be a common meeting ground for all. Every religion contained something good.

Every religion also has a moral code. Akbar thought of an assimilation of all those values in order to find a

common path for all men.

In 1579, Akbar preached in the mosque at Sikri and recited the versus written by Abdul Faizi, concluding

with the phrase “ Allaho Akbar,” which means either God is great or Akbar is God.He also issued in September
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1575 the infallibility decree, which not only gave the Ulemas religious powers but also made the emperor

supreme in religious matters, which made him pope as well as king. He had discussions with Jesuit friars and

Jain monks. The result of all these was that in 1582 C.E., after his victorious return from Kabul, Akbar started

his own religion called “Din-i-ilahi” (the “divine faith”), in which God is one and Akbar is his Khalifa (vice

regent). A man should use his intellect; blind faith is not religion.

When dogmatism, fanaticism, and religious clashes ruled elsewhere in India and abroad, Akbar

demonstrated in India a remarkable sense of tolerance towards other people and religions, seeing Hindus and

Muslims as sons of the same soil and children of the same god. They were given equal status before the law,

equal rights in administration, and equal freedom in matters of religion. Akbar even proceeded beyond the

narrow circles of his time. He thought of the spiritual unity of different communities through his Din-i-ilahi. It

might not have succeeded in practice, but it remained an example of cosmopolitanism in theory.

4.7 The Mughal Empire’s Decline and fall

No empire has ever survived in history. TheMughal Empire of India was not an exception. Empires are

not built in a day, nor do they fall overnight. However, much faster than the difficult uphill task of constructing

an empire. The primary causes of the Mughal empire’s very foundations, as a result of which the Mughal

empire, despite its mighty grandeur and splendor, proved to be a giant with clay feet. Some of their intrinsic

weaknesses may be highlighted below.

The absence of a definite law of succession and primogeniture, which had proved fatal, spelled disaster

for the Mughal empire. Starting with Babur, succession rule witnessed civil wars among the contenders and

caused an enormous wastage of human and other resources, which could have otherwise been utilised for the

consolidation of the empire.

The vastness of the empire, which had to be governed from one centre at the command of one man,

resulted in failures of administration. The empire from Kashmir to the Kaveri River and from Kabul to Chittagong

was not easy to rule when there were no proper communications. Thus, the empire began to sink under its own

weight.

Overly centralised administration obviously required the shrewdness and alertness of the emperor. The

provincial government always looked to the emperor orders. The burden of the administration grew with the

growth of the empire. Its success solely depended on the ability of the emperor.If the emperor declined or his

policy turned wrong, the empire was bound to suffer.
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Another factor in Mughal decline was the Mughal administration’s degeneration and decay into laxity

and apparent corruption over time. Its principal constitutions, like the Manasabdari system, had outlived their

utility.An accurate shortage of jagirs, a general price rise, and unemployment not only caused corruption

and discontent among the nobles, but also contributed to the troops’ growing inefficiency.  The absence of

a strong standing army deprived the empire of the traditional loyalty of the soldiers and made them more loyal

to their immediate leaders.

A heterogenous non-hereditary nobility that hailed from different races of Turks, Persians, Mongols,

Afghans, Indian Muslims, Rajputs, and Marathas was an asset, as long as it was selected on merit and the

monarchy remained powerful enough to impact political stability and economic prosperity. But once a week,

success came to the throne after Aurangzeb. Mughal nobility divided themselves for their own survival and

continuously participated in incessant intrigues and counter intrigues which automatically disintegrated the

Mughalstrength.

Aurangzeb’s weak successors were also a genuine factor in Mughaldisintegration. All the emperors

who succeeded were neither powerful, strong enough, worthy, nor young and energetic. All of them were,

indeed, full of vices. Beginning with Bahadur Shah. who succeeded Aurangzeb as Mughal Emperor in 1707.

Bahadur Shah, who was apprehended and imprisoned in Burma in 1857 AD, stated that all were either

involved in succession or civil wars and intrigues, and that majority rulers earned the moniker “neither patricide

nor fratricide.”So, as you have demonstrated, you shall reap; the kingdom was also disintegrating.

The Mughal kingdom’s weakness had given many kingdoms ample reason to revolt and declare

independence from the MughalEmpire. Taking advantage of the situation, Nizam-ul-Mulk in the south, Oudh

ruler in the north, and Jats, Rohillas, and Sikh leaders established independent territories, resulting in the

disintegration of the once-mighty MughalEmpire.

When those were the general political conditions, a terrible storm of foreign invasion swept over the

Mughal capital of Delhi. It was the invasion of Nadir Shah in 1769, the king of Persia. which disclosed the

shallowness of the Mughal army to the public. It had no effect on the Mughals’ military strength and demonstrated

that the Mughals’ glory had been extinguished, as house fires resulted in ashes. Among the enormous amount of

jewels, diamonds, pearls, gold, silver, and other valuable goods in Nadir Shah’s loot were the world-famous

Koh-i-Noor, the peacock thrown by Shah Jahan, and fifteen crores of money in cash. He depleted the Mughal

treasury and reduced Delhi’s wealthy citizens to paupers. The memory of Nadir Shah’s invasion, attack, and

capture of the capital worked as a nightmare for days to come.
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The failure of Aurangzeb’s policy toward Rajputs, Sikhs, and Deccan Sultans, as well as his failure to

avert disruptive forces, undoubtedly drained Mughal resources and left a political and financial vacuum that

only a brilliant successor could fill. However, describing the Mughals as foreign to Indian soil and blaming their

downfall on the factor of aliens does not hold water because, with the exception of Aurangzeb’s fanaticism in

the latter half of his reign, the Mughals were not foreign to Indian soil. Thus, the Mughals undoubtedly left their

permanent imprint on every sphere of administration and culture. As a result, referring to their rule as a “red

failure” would be misleading. It was national to a limited extent.

4.8 How far the Mughal rule was national in character

It was noted that Mughal Emperors consolidated the Indian political system for nearly all of their rule

— not from 1526 to 1857, but at least from 1526 to 1707 — by controlling all rebellious states that initially

resisted Mughalunity. Historians differed on this issue. Some modern historians have referred to the Mughal

rule as “national rule,” arguing that it was more conciliatory than the military sultanate, which had failed to

formulate any report with the Hindu subjects. This was especially true of Akbar, whose concern for the security

of the empire was equaled by his concern for the welfare of his subjects, which compelled him to strive.

For impartiality towards both the Hindus and Muslims, the Mughal rule could be interpreted literally in

the sense that it was

The first foreign rule successfully imparted unbroken political unity, legalistic harmony, social equality,

homogeneity, and stability to the country. The territories under Akbar’s rule, with their huge population, fertile

plains, numerous manufactures, and extensive commerce, probably made them the richest empires in the

world. They also defended the fact that the revenue reforms enacted with such a long-term perspective could

be perfectly adapted to today’s computer age.Indians’ universal brotherhood and oneness were, without a

doubt, an excellent platform for setting the national tone.

While critics agree with the Mughal claim of leaving the country with political unity, they question the

authenticity of the Mughal affiliation with India. They defended the fact that Moghals protect their interests for

the sake of the empire’s security.Babur and Humayun were distinct in their tastes and habits; Jahangir, Shahjahan,

and especially Aurangzeb saw the unity of the state and love for their subjects as two distinct facets and

focused on the former. Relative to religious policy, except for Akbar, who strove for universal tolerance, his

successors gave into the section until Aurangzeb openly propagated fanaticism towards Hindus. Their argument

is that Akbar’s rule based on universal tolerance lasted only 90 years out of a total period of two and a half
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centuries. They also mentioned that “given the ratio of foreigners to Indian Muslims and Rajput, a government

with predominantly foreign personnel could not be considered a national government.”

The Mughal government was essentially a military state devoted to the maintenance of political security

and the collection of imperial revenues. A part of Akbar’s enlightened despotism, it felt no state obligation

towards the welfare of the subjects or the enhancement of their economic, intellectual, and social welfare.

There was hardly any growth in public works despite enormous landmarks in the fields of art and architecture.

In addition, Akbar’s religious policy towards Hindus, especially the Rajput’s, who were a great military

race, became devolved servants of the Mughal Empire and even fought against their own people on the side of

the Moghuls. They became the sword and shield of the Mughal empire. When Aurangzeb reversed this policy,

the Hindus were estranged, and the Rajput’s became his deadly enemies, and the empire began to decline.

The steps taken by Akbar and other few sultans to establish social order — the prohibition on and

child marriages, female infanticide, remarriage of Hindu women, and the abolition of the sati — all no doubt

elevated the Mughal government, which strained  every nerve to provide social equilibrium in the society.

As a result, the Mughals undoubtedly left their imprint on every aspect of administration and culture. It

would be a distaste to their rule as either a tragic failure or a thoroughly benevolent one; every government had

its advantages and disadvantages. It brought political unity to the country and established a uniform system of

administration, which was to a very large extent implemented by the British. Had they devoted more time and

attention, like Akbar, to the socio-economic ills, perhaps the MughalEmpire would not have succumbed so

easily to the powers of the empire.

4.9 RISE OF REGIONAL POWERS – MARATHAS – PESHWAS - SIKH

The Marathas played a predominant role in the politics of the late mediaeval period. The meteoric rise of the

Marathas under the inspiring leadership of Shivaji in the 17th century was nothing short of a sensation. Initially

viewed by the Mughals as recriminating wars, the Maratha-Mughal contest lasted for nearly a quarter of a

century and ended only in disaster and humiliating defeat for the Mughals.

           The Marathas are the third and perhaps, the last empire which strived hard for the establishment of

“Hindpad Padshahi”. Though they were at their pinnacle of power, the third Panipat war reversed their fortunes,

and the Hindpad Padshshahi remained a dream for Indians. It was not only an offspring of Shivaji Genius who

brought the hitherto scattered and disunited people together into one political whole, but it was also the result
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of topography, social, and religious renaissances that enlightened the hitherto ignorant people and filled them

with new enthusiasm for life.

             The geography of the land made its people active and hardy. Maharashtra’s soil was neither sandy nor

wet, and people had to work hard to survive. They had neither the leisure to be lazy nor the wealth for

pleasure. Simple lives and hard habits made them fearless of pain. For the rise of the race, their hard life was a

stepping stone. The hardship, however made the people brave, hardworking nature, resolute and determined

energies which could be effectively utilized. In addition, the uneven hilly terrain, where every hill was a natural

fort, was an ideal ground for the development of guerrilla warfare tactics. As a matter of fact, the best of the

Mughal warfare merely paled into significance before the tactics of hit and run, when effectively deployed by

shivaji. Marathas had gained adequate experience of their war and peace strategies from the Bijapur and

Golkonda courts, where a large number of Marathas were employed.

Another important factor that really awakened and motivated the Marataha region was the cultural and

religious renaissance in the 15th and 16th centuries. A galaxy of reformers like Tukaram, Ekanath, Ramdas, and

Vaman Pandit vehemently condemned the evils of caste hood and worthless rituals. They taught the people the

values of human equality, and their attempts to prevent paralysis and impart unity and a distinct entity to the

Hindu community prepared the ground for Shivaji to mold them into a political whole.

4.10 The Rise of Shivaji (1627 to 1680 C.E)

A born soldier and commander of men, and Jijiya Bai, a woman of outstanding personality. Shivaji was

born in Shivner Fort in April 1627 (or 1630) to ambitious Maratha leader Shahji Bhonsle.Jijiya Bai had to pay

attention to building up the character of her son since Shshji went away to serve under the sultan of Bijapur.

While the number of mythological tales of bravery and intrepidity thrilled Shiva’s imaginative mind, which

provided him with the resoluteness to achieve the same, according to “historian Ranade, “If ever great men

owed their success to the inspiration of their mothers, Jijiya bhai’s influence was crucial in the development of

Shivaji’s career. His tutor, Dadaji Kondadev, and the spiritual teachings of his Guru Ram Dev, Tukaram, further

prepared him for his future role with boundaries so strong for the Hindu religion and love for motherland.Guru

Ram Dev Shivaji, a chosen guide, friend, and philosopher, wrote “Dasa Bodha,” which exhorts. “Gather the

Marathas together make religion live again our fathers laugh at us from Heaven _____ “ . The result of all this

was that Shivaji made up his mind to wield the Marathas into one nation and to free his country from the

Muslim yoke. 
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4.10.1 Military Career

Shivaji believed that from his father’s side he was a descendant of the brave Sisodoa Rajputs of

Mewar and that from his mother’s side he was a descendant of the Yadava kings of Devajiri. As he grew up,

he came into close association with the tribe of Mavalees, whose attributes of bravery, loyalty, and hard work

were trained by Shivaji in warfare and turned them into excellent fighters. Shivaji began his military career at the

age of nineteen. He started his career of conquest taking the advantage of the growing lawlessness in Bijapur

and captured the facts of Torna in 1646 and Rajgarh.

This was followed by Chakan, Kondan, Purandhar, and so on. He rebuilt Fort Raighar and made it the

focal point of his activities. The Bijapur sultan, who was watching Shivaji’s expansionist activities with

apprehension, lost his patience when Shivaji occupied Kalyan, Konkan and retaliated by imprisoning Shahji

and confiscating his jagir. This immediately moderated Shivaji, who, at least for the time being, reluctantly

promised to give up the raids. Anyhow, Shahji was released from jail through the intervention of Shahjahan.

Consequently, Shivaji devoted the next six years to the gradual conservation of these resources.

Following his father’s release, Shivaji resumed raiding, and in 1656, under controversial

circumstances, killed Chandrarao More, a fellow Maratha feudatory of Bijapur, and seized the valley

of Javali, near the present-day hill station of Mahabaleshwar, from him.He also occupied the north

Konkan (the Thana and Kolaba districts) and the Kalyan fort.He plundered Daman, the post town of the

Portuguese. Meanwhile, the Bijapur rulers sent an army led by Afzal khan to capture Shivaji alive or dead.

Afzal Khan was somewhat successful. In the fall of optimism, he sent a letter of cordiality to Shivaji, suggesting

a friendly meeting in seclusion.  The messenger, Krishnaji Bhaskar, a Brahmin, however, divulged the real aim

of Afzal khan. Thus, Shivaji met Afzal khan, apparently unguarded, in full knowledge. When Khan, in a bid to

embrace Shivaji, attempted to wring Shivaji’s neck, the latter slew Afzal khan with a deadly weapon called

bagh-nakh (tiger claw) and injured Afzal khan. His troops, too, rushed out from hiding and killed Afzal khan

and acquired a large booty. Shivaji’s killing of Afzal khan had been characterized by historians led by Grant

Duff as treachery and murder, but it was preventive murder. Thus, the Afzal khan’s failure increased Shivaji’s

prestige in this region, as well as in the eyes of “friends” and “foes,” particularly in the Aurangzeb’s mind.

4.10.2 War with Mughals

Shivaji’s confrontations with the Mughals began in March 1657, when two of Shivaji’s officers raided

the Mughal territory near Ahmednagar. Aurungzeb, who had worked here in Deccan and regarded the Maratha
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under Shivaji as a mere pest, now appointed his uncle Shayista Khan as governor of Deccan to deal firmly with

Shivaji. Shayista Khan, overconfident, occupied Pune, and after some words, he engaged in desultory warfare

for a while. Shivaji took advantage of the respite by entering Poona disguised as a wedding party and attacking

the Mughals. Many Mughal soldiers were killed. Shaistakhan narrowly escaped with his life, but his son was

slain due to the foresight of his maid servant and the loss of three fingers. The rest of the Mughal troops were

massacred. The success, without a doubt, tarnished the imperial glory while also boosting Shivaji’s confidence

and aura, resulting in the transfer of Muazzam as the Deccan ruler in place of Shaistakhan.

4.10.3 Shivaji with Raja Jaisingh and the Treaty of Purandhar, June 1665

Shivaji led a large army with high morale towards the prosperous trading centre of Surat. He ruthlessly

raided Surat in 1664. The war booty, besides a crore of rupees, was comprised of an enormous quantity of

precious metals and stones.

Aurangzeb, who was deeply furious after Shaistakhan’s failure and determined to crush Shivaji, appointed

Raja Jai Singh of Ambar, who was assisted by Dilerkhan. An astute diplomat, Jaisingh, realized the necessity of

winning Shivaji’s friendship to defeat Bijapur, their archrival. After acquiring Puranadhar, Jaisingh chose to

make peace with Shivaji. Consequently, the Puranadhar Treaty of 1665C.E was concluded between Shivaji

and the Mughals.

According to it,

Shivaji handed over 23 forts to the Mughals.

He accepted the suzerainty of the Mughals.

Mughals accepted to confer a “panja hazari” (Manasab) on Shambhuji.

If Shivaji wanted to claim the Konkan area under Bijapur’s control, he would have to pay 4

million (40 lakh) hons to the Mughals

Shivaji was also invited to the Mughal court.

4.10.4 Shivaji’s Visit to Agra

In 1666, Aurangzeb summoned Shivaji to Agra (though some sources instead state Delhi), along with

his nine-year-old son Sambhaji, but he was treated with discourtesy, resulting in deep humiliation, and was

295



promptly placed under house arrest.Shivaji then pretended to be ill and began sending out large baskets

packed with sweets to be given to the Brahmins and poor as penance. On August 17, 1666, by putting himself

in one of the large baskets and his son Sambhaji in another, Shivaji escaped and left Agra.

4.10.5 Coronation, 1674

Though Shivaji remained silent from 1667 to 1669, he achieved unprecedented political success from

1670 to 1674 C. E. Henceforth, he became an implacable enemy of the Mughal Empire. In 1670, he reclaimed

all forts lost in the Puranadar Treaty, plundering Surat, Berar, and Khandesh.On June 16, 1674, he made

Rajgarh his capital and had his coronation performed with great pomp and celebration. He was also given the

title “Chatrapathi,” and his kingdom was given the name “Swarajyam.”

He continued his raids on the Mughals and Bijapur from 1674 to 1680. His most important victory

was the Carnatic, which, along with the victory over Qutub Shah in 1677 C.E, increased Shivaji’s prestige. He

made him his suzerainty and forced him to hand over half of the Tanjore principality. In any case, Shivaji’s

untimely death on April 4, 1680, provided some relief to the Mughals.

4.11 The Shivaji Kingdom’s Area

Shivaji’s Swarajya included the Western Ghats and the Konkan, which lie between modern Dharmapur

(Ramnagar) in the north and Karwar near Goa in the south. It included parts of western Karnataka in the south,

including Bangalore, Vellore, Tanjore, Jinji, and Bellaris, extending from Tungabadra to Kaveri.

4.12 Shivaji Administration:

Shivaji was not only a conqueror and military leader who established an independent empire but also

a successful administrator who gave his newly founded kingdom a sound government. Shivaji’s administration,

based on a modification of the old system of government, did impart peace, stability, and order to his people.

He successfully allowed the old institution of feudalism to exist. He effectively clipped their powers, which

were now concentrated in one place.Shivaji’s administration was a form of enlightened despotism. The king

was an autocrat. All powers are vested in him. In practice, he did not behave like an autocrat. He was advised

and assisted by a council of eight ministers, known as the “Ashta Pradhan.” They are:

1. Peshwa, or Prime Minister, General Administration

2. The Amatya, or Finance Minister, is in charge of state accounts.
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3. Mantri, a chronicler who kept a diary of the king’s daily activities.

4. Sachiva, or the Minister of the Interior in charge of the king’s correspondence and accounts

5. Samantha, or the Foreign Minister, is in charge of external relations.

6. The Senapathi, or commander-in-chief, is in charge of the army.

7. Pandita Rao and Danadhyakisha, or the Minister in Charge of Affairs and Charitable Distributions,

8. Nyayadhisa, or the chief judge, is in charge of the administration of justice.

All the ministers were appointed by Shivaji on the basis of merit and were not hereditary, though later,

peshwas became the ministers, except for the last two, who discharged military duties along with civil duties.

Shivaji Swarajyam was divided into four provinces for administrative convenience under the governor known

as Viceroy or Mamlatdar, who was assisted by eight chief officers, just like the king.Again, provinces were

divided into prants, prants into parganas or tarafs, and Mauzas into villages; each was led by subedar Mukya

desadhikani, havaldar Karkun, Patel, Patwari and Kulkarni.

4.13 Revenue Administration:

Shivaji focused more on revenue reforms, and whatever reforms he initiated—not new ones, but

innovative ones—undoubtedly brought relief and prosperity to farmers. They also increased the state’s revenue

while attempting to ensure the welfare of the peasants. He substituted a measuring rod for the rope, and Kathi

20 rods = bigha

1 chawar = 120 bighas

Shivaji made an accurate survey of land and land revenue was fixed at 33 percent of the grass produced.

It can be paid in cash or in kind. But no other taxes were levied. There were no middlemen or landlords. The

officers were under strict orders not to oppress the cultivators. In addition, peasants were given regular loans

to buy crops and cattle, which were recovered in installments. Liberal grants and aid were given during the

emergency period.
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Since the Maratha Empire was in a hilly region and it was hard to obtain income to meet the needs of

the wars, Shivaji adopted a new system besides the income from the mint, customs, and land revenue. They

are “Chouth” and “Sardeshmukhi.”

CHOUTH (1/4): -

It accounted for 14 percent of the empire’s revenue. Shivaji collected it first from Chotia, the ruler of

Ramanar. The name comes from the fact that it was collected from Choutia. It has been differently interpreted

by various historians.

SARDESHMUKHI (1/10): -

It amounted to one-tenth of the state’s total income. Sardeshmuki was the head of the three lower-

ranking officers, Desai, Desaswami, and Deshmuki. Sardeshmuki stated that all of these officers were required

to pay a tax. Thus, it became Sardeshmukh. Whatever historians think, after collecting the above-mentioned

taxes, Shivaji relieved the states of their executive responsibility.

4.14 Organization Military:

Shivaji’s military system was of a superior standard. He did, after all, build an empire on conquests,

which required not only finance and a source of revenue but also well-organized and well-equipped armies

capable of facing opponents, particularly a strong Mugal army. Nevertheless, Shivaji established a strong,

disciplined, and nationalistic army.

Shivaji’s army was made up of both infantry and cavalry. It was organized in a sensible fashion, with a

due gradation of ascending order in units of ten, from Naik to Hazari. The cavalry was composed of bargis

(who were supplied with arms and houses by the state) and shiledars (who had to tend for themselves).

Havildar = 25 cavalryJumla = 5 Havildars 10 jumladars = Hazar 5 Hajaris = Sarnobat.

Hindus and Muslims made up the army. No distinction of caste or creed followed. They were all kept

under a strict code of conduct. Severe punishment was given for immoral acts. They were strictly ordered not

to oppress innocent people and take the rich booty from competitors. Special attention was paid to the

defense of forts under able officers. They were efficiently garrisoned and were always kept in a state of

readiness. Shivaji rewarded those who excelled at service with titles, privileges, and rewards.
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4.15 The Legacy of Shivaji

Shivaji, who was a born leader of men and a military genius, instilled a strong spirit of unity and

nationality among the Hindus in general and the Marathas in particular. He was behind the Marathas, who

became the most powerful political force in India in the eighteenth century. The career of Shivaji sounds like a

tale of heroic deeds. The son of a small jagirdari, who was neglected by his father during childhood and rose to

the highest position of chatrapathi, was ideal to many people. His attack on Shaistakhan in his own camp, his

visit to the court of the powerful and religious bigot, Aurangzeb, in Agra, or his escape through Mughal guards

and spies all show his personal valour and courage. This is also supported by Khafikhan, who opposed Shivaji

politically yet supported him.

Shivaji possessed exceptional organisational skills. He gave unity to the scalded Marathas; he utilized

their hidden military ability both for constructive and destructive purposes. He was a man of vision who

realized the need for newer directions in Indian politics. His management abilities in dealing with the most

talented but unorganized people were difficult to explain. In front of his contemporaries, he had to demonstrate

his bravery as well as his astute political acumen. By skillfully adapting the ancient institutions to his existing

environment, Shivaji united the Marathas and bequeathed to them a sense of pride, patriotism, and confidence

in the Marathas.

Though a champion of Hinduism, Shivaji showed full respect for Islam and other religions. Shivaji was

a great character who stood in contrast to Aurangzeb. He respected the Muslim pirs and saints. He never did

any harm to Muslim women and children. Shivaji left two legacies. First, his heroic struggle became an inspiring

example to Rajputs, Sikhs, Buudelas, Jats, and other freedom-loving people. Secondly, the Marathas’ power

of creation carried out their mission with determination. They were strictly ordered not to oppress innocent

people and take the rich booty from competitors. Special attention was paid to the defence of forts under able

officers. They were efficiently garrisoned and were always kept in a state of readiness. Shivaji rewarded those

who excelled at service with titles, privileges, and rewards.

4.16 The Maharashtrian Empire after Shivaji

After his death in 1680 C.E., Shivaji was succeeded by his elder son Shambuji.He was neither capable

nor clever. He not only associated with the wrongdoer Kavikalash but also gave shelter to Prince Akbar, who

revolted against Aurangajeb, which ultimately resulted in Aurangajeb’s turning on him. It was a blunt by Shambuji.

Mughal Emperor, enraged, invaded the Maratha empire in 1689, defeating Shambuji at the battle of
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“Sangameswar” and killing him by Aurangajeb, demonstrating that the ineffective Shambuji had failed to prove

himself as the “worthy son of a worthy father.”His son Sahu (aged 8 years) was captured and imprisoned in

Delhi until 1713 C.E.

Raja ram took over the Maratha Empire after Shambuji was assassinated, who was an expert in

guerilla warfare. He married Tarabai, who was a talented woman. With the help of capable generals, Raja Ram

could stand up to the Mugal people. Rajaram frequently changed his capital from Rayaghad to Jingi and then

to Satara, but he died suddenly in 1700 due to lung disease. Later, Tarabai, Rajaram’s wife, ruled in the names

of Sivaji, Tarabai, and Rajaram’s son.The major political incidents happened in Indian politics in 1707; therefore,

after the death of Aurangzeb, Bahadur Shah, who was a successor to Aurangzeb, decided to create a civil war

in Maratha politics and released Shahu after 17 years in the custody of the Mughals. As Bahadur Shah expected,

civil war started between Tarabai and various groups. In fact, the majority of Maharastra’s sardars supported

Shahu during the civil war and the battles of Khedin 1708, where Shahu defeated Tarabai and occupied

Satara. Tarabai fled to Kolhapur from the Empire, where she died in 1742. As a result, Shahu became Maratha

emperor in 1707 and reigned until 1749 C. E. Since he spent his childhood in the Muslim court and lacked

administrative knowledge, he had to depend on others for many suggestions in lieu of the government, especially

on Peswas. In this way, Shahu not only granted full powers to Peswas but also to Viswanath’s successors in

perpetuity. As a result, the Peshwa’s period began in 1713 AD.

4.17 Peshwas reign (1713-1761)

4.17.1 Balaji Vishwanath(1713-20)

Balaji Viswanath of the Chitpavan Brahmins is regarded as the second founder of the Maharastra

Empire, having aided Sahu in the civil war and being promoted to the position of Peswa. He was the man who

was responsible for introducing many reforms in the name of the Shah. He acted as kingmaker while helping

the Sayyed brothers become Delhi sultans by deposing Farrukhsiyar. The Mughal rulers also granted him the

right to collect chouth and sardeshmukhi in the Deccan. He also gathered all Marathas together as a union to

strengthen Maratha power. Thus, he did yeoman service to the Marathas to rejuvenate Maratha power as it

was in the Shivaji period. Hence, he had been called a “peerless servant.”

4.17.2BHAJI RAO-1 (1720–40):
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Balaji Vishwanath was succeeded by his son Baji Rao after his death in 1720 C.E. He was not only a

clever ruler but also a military genius. He has been known as the “fighter of peswas” and “an incarnation of

Hindu energy” for his bravery, statesmanship, and chivalry. He was an imperialist determined to bring Hindus’

long-cherished dream to fruition, thus Hindu pad padashahi.

4.17.3 Empire of the Pan-Indians:

He decided to defeat the Mughal empire rather than the Mughal-dominated areas. Under Baji Rao’s

leadership, the Marathas conquered Gujarat, Malwa, and Bundelkhnd and advanced as far as Delhi under

Baji rao leadership.They were also able to wrest control of Salem and Bassen from the Portuguese and reach

an agreement with the Nizam of Hyderabad.Another important landmark during the period of Baji Rao was

the formation of the “Maratha Confederacy” with the union of the Bhonsles, Gaekwad, Holkars, Scindhias,

etc. under the leadership of Peswa. Thus, Maratha power reached its pinnacle during this period. But, at the

age of forty-two, Baji Rao died, leaving the Maratha Empire without a legitimate successor.

4.18 Balaji Rao(1740-1761)

He was eighteen at the time. When he succeeded his father in 1740, He was not as able as his father,

and his lack of experience made him depend on his cousin, Sadashiv Rao Bhao, who was able but not of good

character. He was haughty and imperious. As a matter of fact, if the Maratha Empire extended from one end of

India to the other, and they collected chouth and Saradeshmukhi during this period, it was under his direction

and his intellect. But, due to his haughty character and overconfidence, he preferred to fight a pitched battle

rather than the Marathas’ natural and expert guerrilla warfare. It was this simple mistake, committed by

Sadhasivarao Bhao and the Marathas, that made them suffer a terrible, inflicted, and crushing defeat at the

hands of Ahmad Shah Abdali, King of Afghanistan, in the Third Battle of Panipat. This was a severe blow to the

Maratha Empire.

Of course, the Rohillas (Jats), the nawab of Oudh’s cooperation with Abdali, Surajmal’s non-cooperation,

and the unconventional warfare method of pitching were all to blame for the Marathas’ failure. The loss of the

Marathas was terrible. There was hardly a home in Maharashtra that did not lose some members. The Peswa

received the news of this defeat in these words: “two pearls” (Sadashiv Rao and Viswas Rao), “twenty-seven

gold mohurs” have been lost, and of the silver and copper, the total cannot be added up. The Peswa died of

shock as well.
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It was a huge setback for the Marathas. It was not only a defeat but a catastrophe for the Maratha

cause (V.A. Smith). It paved the way for increasing British power since their rivals, the Marathas and the

Muslims, had been weakened.

4.19 The Accessionof Regional Powers—Sikhs

Sikhism was another regional power that grew in power and shook the mighty Mughals.They rose to

become the most volatile power in north India and ruled for the rest of the age.Though the Sikhs were transformed

into a militant and fighting community under Guru Gobind, their history traces back to Guru Nanak.

Guru Nanak was yet another great saint of medieval India. He was born in a Talwandi in 1469

C.E.situated in the present Lahore district of Punjab, which is known as Nankana today, Nanak developed an

aesthetic mentality and a charitable nature since childhood, and gradually he devoted himself to deeper spiritual

thoughts. He preached that nobody was a Hindu and nobody was a Muslim. Everyone was a man, belonging

to the human race. He believed that universal toleration was the aim of religions. He preached against religious

difference by pointing to the unity of God and beings; as a true reformer, he criticized many superstitions,

denounced the worship of idols, and laid great stress on the personal purity of man. He suggested men rise

above selfishness, worldliness, and falsehood. These teachings of Nanak attracted a large following from both

Hinduism and Islam. Angad, who had been nominated by Nanak as his successor, organized the followers of

Nanak into a distinct community. As a result, a new religion known as Sikhism arose.The followers of this faith

are known as the Sikhs. His concept was GurukaLanger, or community kitchen. The Sikh religion had Gurus

to popularize its principles. There are 10 of them. 1. Guru Nanak; 2. Guru Angad; 3. Guru Amardas; 4. Guru

Ramdas; 5. Guru Arjun Dev; 6. Haragovind; 7. Hara Roy; 8. Hara Kishan; 9. Guru Tezbahadur; 10. Guru

Govind Singh.

Akbar gave the site of the Golden Temple in Amritsar to Guru Ramdas during his reign.The sacred text

of the Sikhs was compiled during the times of Guru Arjun Dev, Guru Grandha Sahib, and Adi Grandh. He also

built “Har Mandir Shahiba,” which was named after the Golden Temple, in the 19th century. Guru Arjan Dev

was captured by Mughal Emperor Jahangir in 1606 and imprisoned in Lahore Fort because of his increasing

influence among people and also the spread of Sikhism.

The execution of Guru Arjun Dev forced the Sikhs to fight against the Mughals, and they were

transformed into a militant and fighting community under his successor, Guru Hara Govind (c. 1606–1645),

who at the age of eleven became guru. He was also in prison under Jahangir. Guru Hara Rao was the eighth
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guru of the Sikh religion. He became a Sikh leader at the age of 14, on March 18, 1644, after the death of his

grandfather. He guided the Sikhs for about seventeen years, till his death at the age of 31. Guru Har Kishan

was the eighth guru of the Sikhs. He became guru at the age of 5 (the youngest guru of Sikhs), but died due to

a small fox in 1664 before reaching his 8th birthday. Guru Teghbahadur was the ninth of the ten gurus of the

Sikh religion. He was known as “Sachcha Padusha.” He’d become yet another victim of the Mughal Emperors.

Aurangzeb executed Guru Teghbahadur in 1675 C.E. The Guru Granth Sahib contains 116 poetic hymns

composed by him. “Hukam Namas” is the title of his book. Anyway, Guru Tegh Bahadur’s martyrdom forced

the Sikhs to fight against the Mughals.

The successor of Guru Tegh Bahadur and the last Guru of the Sikhs, Guru Govind Singh, was a

spiritual master, warrior, poet, and philosopher. The beheading of his father for refusing to convert to Islam

made him show considerable organizational ability, and he founded the military brotherhood of Sikhs called

“Khalsa” in 1699. It was also known as “Khalsapanth.” Its five key principles became known as the “5 K’s.”

Kesh, Kanga, Kada, Kripan, and Kachacha

He not only strengthened the Sikh religion by strictly implementing Sikh principles, but as a warrior, he
was determined to fight against the Marathas, and he had set up his headquarters at Makhowal or Anandpur

Shahib in the foothills of the Punjab, where he was able to defeat the Hill Rajas. After that, he turned his

attention toward the Mughals. Aurangzeb issued an order to exterminate Guru Gobind Singh and his family.

Thus, war began between the Mughals and Sikhs at Anandapur, where the Sikhs behaved bravely, but two of

the sons of Guru Gobind Singh were captured and beheaded for their refusal to embrace Islam at the direction

of Aurangzeb. Later, even Guru Gobind, who joined Bahadur Shah’s camp after the death of Aurangzeb, was

also treacherously murdered in 1708 by one of lies Pathan’s employees.

After the death of Guru Gobind Singh, the Sikhs under the leadership of Banda not only became more

powerful than the Sikh Gurus but also took revenge by killing Wazirkhan and occupying the area between the

Sutlej and the Jamuna. He also became “Sachcha Padshah” and assumed the position of king. Banda converted

the kalsa into a political instrument for overthrowing the Mughal Empire. During his time, the slogan “Raj

karega khalsa, aaki Rahe na koye” (The kalsa shall rule) became the battle cry of the Sikhs. Thus, he made a

bid for the establishment of Sikh rule in the Punjab. A new will was created among the Sikhs to resist the

Mughals and set up a state of their own in the Punjab. It was this new spirit that enabled the Sikhs to create a

state of their own in the Punjab after many ups and downs. Abdali’s invitations were, in fact, a golden opportunity.
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Furthermore, their method of warfare, the use of hit-and-run tactics, their unparalleled capacity for

endurance, moral courage, and the spirit instilled in the Sikhs by Guru Gobind Singh enabled them to establish

a sovereign state in the Punjab. The victory was not won by the genius of a single great leader. It was the

reward for the sacrifices made by all the Sikhs.

The Abdali invasions were a curse for India in general and the Marathas in particular, but they were a

blessing in disguise for the Sikhs. It created an opportunity to obtain the formal cession of the Punjab from the

Mughal emperor. The withdrawal of Ahmadshah Durrani to his native kingdom of Afghanistan gave Afghanistan

ample opportunity to declare independence. Thus, they organized themselves into twelve misls, or confederacies.

Each misl had full strength. Cavalry was the backbone of the Misls’ armies.Among the twelve misls, the

Sukerchakiya misl became the more important one under the leadership of Amarsingh. It was under the capable

leadership of Ranjith Singh, who succeeded Amar Singh, a nineteen-year-old teenage leader, that he defeated

the Mughals and Afghans and established the sovereign state in Punjab; his army is said to be Asia’s second-

best.

4.9 Examination-model questions

1. Akbar is the real founder of the Mughal Empire; discuss.

2. Shah Jahan’s reign is considered the “golden age” of art and architecture.

3. Explain the salient features of the Mughal administrative system.

4. How far was the Mughal administration based on the administration of Sher Shah?

5. Outline the causes for the decline and disintegration of the Mughal Empire after Aurangzeb.

6.  Distinguish between the religious policies of Akbar and Aurangzeb.

7. How did the Mughals contribute to the growth of art and architecture?   

4.10 Short Answers

1. Write about “Baburnama.”

2. Explain the characteristics of the “Mansabdari” system

3. Explain about ‘Bandobust system.

4. Critically examine the salient features of Aurangzeb’s internal and external policies.
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5. What were the economic conditions of the Mughal Empire?

6. Art and architecture during the reign of the Mughals

7. Noorjahan

8. Mahabatkhan 

4.11 Multiple-choice Questions: Competitive Pattern

1. Which of the following is correct regarding Babur’s invasion of India?

A) Babur lost both Parghana and Samarkhand.

B) The political vacuum in North India inspired Babur.

C)  Babur was inspired by India’s enormous wealth.

D) The Babur was invited by Alam Khan Lodi and Daulat Khan Lodi.

ANS:  All Correct

2. Arrange the following in chronological order:

A) Panipat war.

B) Kanua battle

C)        . Gogra battle

D) Chanderi capture

ANS:  A.B, D, C

3. Which of the following are correct about Humayun life.

A) He took part in the first Panipat war as well as the Kanhua war.

B) Humayun distributed his empire among his brothers.

C) He had fought against the mighty general Shershah.

D) He  had fight against  khanjahan Lodi

ANS:  A.B, C,
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4. What is the significance of Shershah’s life?

A) His original name Farid.

B) He was the ruler of Fargana.

C) He was defeated by Humayun in 1531 and 1537 A.D.

D) He was defeated Humayun in 1539 and 1540 A.D.

ANS:  A.B, C, D

5. Which of the following is true about Shersha?

A) No government, not even the British, has shown as much wisdom to rule the country

B) He divided the kingdom into sarkars, paraganas, and villages.

C) He employed the chaukidar and patwari officials.

D) His revenue policy was founded on the twin principles of peasant welfare and regular government

revenue.

ANS:  A.B, C, D

6. Shersha constructed the following:

A) He built new roads that connected Benglal to the Punjab grant-truck road.

B) Shersha built the Purana Qila, his own mausoleum in Sasaram, and the famous Rohtasgarh

fort.

C) Panchamahal, Jahangir tomb.

D) Taj Mahal at Aurangabad

ANS:  A.B

7. Which of the following were correct about Akbar?

A) Born to Humayun and Hamida Bhanu Begum in 1542 A.D.
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B) Bairam Khan acted as a guardian and caretaker.

C) The accession was not a bed of roses but a bed of thrones.

D) Muhammad Adil Shah’s premier, Hemu, became his worst enemy.

ANS:  A.B, C, D

8. Arrange the following, in chronological order during the reign of Akbar

A) Bairam Khan murder

B) The petticoat government’s rule

C) Haldighat war with Rajputs

D) The conquest of Ahmed Nagar

ANS:  A.B, C, D

9. The secret concept behind Rajput policies under Akbar?

A) To attract the majority of Hindus and involve them in government

B) To have matrimonial relations with Rajputs

C) To counter his own Muslim rivals

D) To establish a united nation by removing all divisions between Hindus and Muslims

ANS:  A.B, C, D

10. What is wrong in the following statements?

A) Akbar abolished jizia and removed the tax on pilgrims in 1563.

B) Akbar married the daughter of Jaipur, Maryam-i-Zamani.

C) He prohibited slaughter of animals, on specified days.

D) Akbar abhorred female infanticide and child marriage.

ANS:  A.B, C, D
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11. Arrange the following in order about Jahingir

A) Jahangir married Nurjahan in 1611 AD.

B) Jahangir hung a bell with a golden chain in the palace in order to dispense justice.

C) He ordered Guru Arjun Singh to execute

D) He put an end to Khusro’s revolt.

ANS:  A.B, C, D

12. The reign of Jahangir was witnessed by

A) The Moghals lost Qandhar in 1622.

B) English merchants William Hawkins and Thomas Roe

C) His son Khuram revolted against him.

D) Mahhabat Khan’s hundred-day rule existed.

ANS:  A.B, C, D

13. Regarding Shah Jahan, which one is correct?

A) His original name was Khuram, which means “happiness.”

B) In Mughal history, his reign was known as the “golden period.”

C) He was constructed wonderful buildings all over country

D) He was put in the jail by his son Aurnagzeb

ANS:  A.B, C, D

14. Which is more significant in terms of Aurangzeb’s reign?

A) It was described as the bigot’s dilemma.

B) The Moghal Empire reached its pinnacle.
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C) The disintegration of the Mughal Empire occurred during his reign.

D) Aurangzeb’s Deccan policies became integral to both his personal reign and the empire as a whole.

ANS:  A.B, C, D

15. Arrange the following in ascending order during the Aurangzeb rule.

A) Puranadhar treaty

B)Martyrdom of Teghbahadur

C) Execution of Sambhaji

D) Golconda and Bijapur occupation

ANS:  A.B, C, D

Try these Match the following

1.Subha A. Revnue Divisons

2 Sarkar B. Patvwari

3 Paragana C. Shiqdar

4 Village D. Faujdari

5 Iqtas E. Sipahsar

1. Baburnama A. Abdul Fazal

2. Ain-i-Akbar B. History of Akbar

3. Akbarnama C. Rama Charitha Manas

4. Tulasidas D.Dara shukoh

5. Mingling of two oceans E.Babur
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1. Akbar A. BulandDarwaza

2. Shalimar gardens in Kashmir, B. Jahangir

3. Engineer, King C. Shahjahan

4. Gulbadan begum D.  Humayun

1. Abdus Samad A. Shah Jahan

2. Basawan B. Akbar

3. Abdul hasan / ustad Mansur C. Nadir-uz-zaman: Wonder of the Age

4. Tansen D. Great painters in the Akbar court

5. Jagannatha                                           E. Shirin khalam, or sweet pen

1. Babur A. Mihir-un-isa

      2. Humayan B. World king

      3. Jahangir C. Tiger

      4. Shah jahan                D. Lucky man

      5. Nur Jahan E. World conqueror

1. 1506-30 A.Babur

2. 1530–56 B. Humayan

3. 1556-1605 C.Akbar

4. 1605-1627 D.Jahangir

5. 1628-1656 E.Shah Jahan

1. Babur  A. Pinnacle of Mughal empire

2. Akbar’s  B. Golden period
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3. Jahangir  C. The consort

4. Shah Jahan D. Consolidation of Mughal empire

5. Aurangzeb  E. Founder of the Mughal dynasty
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



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 
  










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Unit V: India under Colonial Hegemony: The Beginning of

European Settlements, the Anglo-French Struggle, and the

Conquest of Bengal by the EIC

5.0 Objectives

5.1 Beginning of European Settlements

5.1.1 The Portuguese

5.1.2 The Dutch

5.1.3 The Danes

5.1.4 The English East India Company

5.1.5 The French

5.2 Conquest of Bengal by the English East India Company

5.2.1 Black Hole Tragedy

5.2.2 The importance of the Battle of Plassey

5.3 Battle of Buxar

5.4 Anglo-French Wars or Carnatic Wars

5.4.1 The immediate cause of the First Carnatic War

5.5 The Second Carnatic War (1748–54)

5.6 The Third Carnatic War (1758-1763)

5.7 Causes for the Success of the English or Defeat of the French

5.7.1 Commercial superiority and better financial position of the English

5.7.2 Private Character of the English Company
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
















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5.7.3 Governmental support for the English East India Company

5.7.4 Unity among English ranks

5.7.5 Superiority of English settlements

5.7.6 Recall of Dupleix

5.7.7 Mistakes of Count de Lally

5.7.8 The English conquest of Bengal

5.8 Self-Assessment

5.9 Multiple Choice Questions

5.10 Matching

5.11 Essay Questions

5.12 Short Essays

5.13 Books for Study

5.0 Objectives

1. To know why Europeans came to India

2. Europeans’ settlement in India and their Importance

3. Wars between Europeans Powers

4. How Indian rulers failed to control European companies and its result

5. Causes for the downfall of French East India Company
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


    





       



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5.1 Beginning of European Settlements

India’s trade relations with Europe go back to the ancient days of the Greeks. India had much to give

Europe in the practical form of spices, textiles, and other oriental products. The Asian part of the trade was

carried on mostly by Arab merchants and sailors, while the Mediterranean and European part was the virtual

monopoly of the Italians. The old trading routes between the East and the West came under Turkish control

after the Ottoman conquest of Asia Minor and the capture of Constantinople in 1453 C.E. Moreover, the

merchants of Venice and Genoa monopolized the trade between Europe and Asia and refused to let the new

nation states of Western Europe, particularly Spain and Portugal, have any share in the trade through these old

routes.

West European states and merchants therefore began to search for new and safe sea routes to India

and the Spice Islands in Indonesia, then known as the East Indies. They wanted to break the Arab and

Venetian trade monopolies, bypass Turkish hostility, and open direct trade relations with the East. The first step

was taken by Portugal and Spain, whose seamen, sponsored and controlled by their governments, began a

great era of geographic discoveries.

Foreigners could enter India mainly through two routes: the well-known land route across the north-west

frontier and the sea route. The Muslims from Ghazni and Ghur, Samarqand, and Kabul invaded this country

through the land route. The Mughul Empire took care to maintain a large army to buttress its authority, but it

failed to realize the importance of guarding the seacoast by building a strong navy, which, among the Indian

powers of modern times, the Marathas alone tried to do. Evidently the Mughuls did not aspire to rule the sea,

across which came to India the European trading nations, who ultimately gave a new turn to the history of this

land.

In the 15th century, Turks occupied Constantinople and overthrew Christian rule. This is the beginning

of a new era in world history. Before 1453 C.E., European merchants used the land route to trade with East

Asian countries. But it was blocked by the Muslims, so the Europeans tried new routes to connect the east

European countries. The geographical discoveries of the last quarter of the 17th century deeply affected the

commercial relations of the different countries of the world and produced far-reaching consequences in their

histories. Portuguese sailor Vasco da Gama discovered a sea route to India and landed at the famous port of

Calicut on May 17, 1498. “Perhaps no event during the Middle Ages had such far-reaching repercussions on

the civilized world as the opening of the sea-route to India.”
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






 
 


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





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5.1.1The Portuguese

The discoveries of Vasco da Gama, who received friendly treatment from the Hindu ruler of Calicut,

bearing the hereditary title of Zamora, brought the merchants of Portugal, who had always coveted the advantages

of eastern trade, into direct maritime touch with India and opened the way for their commercial relations with

her. It was Alfonso de Albuquerque who laid the real foundation of Portuguese power in India. He first came

to India in 1503 as the commander of a squadron, and he was appointed governor of Portuguese affairs in

1509. In 1510, he captures the rich port of Goa, and it becomes a commercial center for the Portuguese

Company. A number of important Portuguese settlements were gradually established near the sea by the

successors of Albuquerque. These were Diu, Daman, Salsette, Basesein, Chaul, and Bomaby; Santhome was

near Madras; and Hugli was in Bengal. Their authority also extended over the major parts of Ceylon. But in the

course of time, they lost most of these places, with the exception of Diu, Daman, and Goa, which they retained

until 1961. Several causes led to their decline. Firstly, their religious intolerance provoked the hostility of the

Indian powers, which became too strong for them to overcome. Secondly, their clandestine trade practices

ultimately went against them. Thirdly, the discovery of Brazil drew the colonizing activities of Portugal to the

west. Lastly, they failed to compete successfully with the other European companies that had come in their

wake. These were jealous of the prosperity of Portugal due to the eastern trade and would not accept her

policy of exclusion and extravagant claims, though these were based on the priority of occupation and a papal

bull.

5.1.2 The Dutch

            The Dutch East India Company of the Netherlands was formed in 1602. They turned their attention to

the Spice Islands. Moluccas was taken from the Portuguese first. Malacca was taken in 1641. Thus, the Dutch

seized the trade with the Far East. Between 1638 and 1658, Ceylon passed into their hands. Holland sent out

an admiral named Coen, one of the most distinguished men to take charge of Dutch affairs in the East. He

founded the town of Batavia and succeeded in ousting the British from the East Indies, thus compelling them to

concentrate their attention on India. Pepper and spices, the produce of Sumatra, Java, and the Moluccas,

were in great demand, and trade in these articles was the most lucrative. Early in their career in the East, the

Dutch made a mistake: they very well described it as “a seductive bypath leading astray from world dominion.”

The Dutch found very soon that it was inconvenient to pay in money for pepper and spices and noticed that

cotton goods from Gujarat and the Coromandel coast were very much in demand in the Malay Archipelago.
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




  








      


Portuguese explorer Vasco de Gama becomes the first European to reach India via the Atlantic Ocean when

he arrives at Calicut on the Malabar Coast

.ttps://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.alamy.com%2Fstock-photo
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They decided to seize this trade from Arab and Indian merchants and pay for pepper and spices with imported

cotton goods. Secure in the Malay Archipelago, the Dutch succeeded in ousting the Portuguese from Malabar,

seized Quilon, Cranganore, and Cochin, and established Portuguese influence in this region. Nagapatnam

became the Dutch headquarters in India under Van Goens, who broke Portuguese power throughout southern

India.

The expenses of the Dutch Company increased throughout the eighteenth century. The English began

to copy from “the wise Dutch” their policy of the strong arm. At first, they failed. But by the middle of the

eighteenth century, we find the Dutch navy neglected and the British and French powers growing. After Clive’s

successes in Bengal, the Dutch attempted to retrieve their position. They failed at Bidera in 1759, when their

fleet sailing up the Hughli was destroyed. In 1781, the Dutch again provoked British hostility and lost Nagapatnam

and Trincomali in Ceylon. They later regained Trincomali through the efforts of their allies, the French. When

the war ended, Nagapatnam was permanently lost. The Dutch could never be serious rivals of the English in

India.

5.1.3 The Danes and others

            The Danish East India Company was founded in 1616. They established a factory at Tranquebar in

1620 and another in Serampore in 1755. The Danes, however, played no prominent part in Indian affairs, and

their factories were sold to the British in 1845.

The Emperor of Austria granted a charter in 1723 to an association of merchants in Flanders. This was

known as the Ostend Company. It was suppressed in 1731. In 1755, another Austrian East India Company

attempted to be chartered. All these projects, after some vicissitudes, collapsed.

5.1.4 The English East India Company

It was on December 31st, 1600, that the first important step towards establishing England’s commercial

property was taken. On that memorable day, the East India Company received a charter from Queen Elizabeth

granting it the monopoly of eastern trade for fifteen years. At first, the company dispatched “separate voyages,”

with each fleet being sent by a group of subscribers who divided the profits among themselves for the profit of

their trade, and it had to encounter various difficulties. It had to explore and map those Indian seas and coasts;

it had to painstakingly devise a commerce system; it had to experiment with commodities and merchandise;

and it had to train and discipline a staff of servants.It had to brave or appease England’s hereditary Catholic foe
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and her new protestant rival. Furthermore, it had to establish a position even at home... England’s first missions

in the east received no active state support. The East India Company was cradled in the chilly but invigorating

atmosphere of individualism. “It had to do with the lingering medieval prejudice against the exports of billions

and a fallacious theory of foreign trade.”

The immediate aim of the company was the acquisition of the spices and pepper of the eastern

archipelago. Moreover, England was at war with Spain and Portugal. So, the first (1601–1603) and second

(1604–1606) voyages were made, not to India, but to Achin (in Sumatra), Bantam (in Java), and the Moluccas.

After the conclusion of peace with Spain and Portugal, it was decided that the third expedition should, on its

way to Bantam, attempt to open up trade at Aden and Surat. The second in command, William Hawkins, who

had experience in such ventures and could speak Turkish, was provided with a letter from King James I to

Akbar.

Hawkins was favourably received by Jahangir, who even gave him an official appointment with a

salary. But the Portuguese, afraid of the commercial competition of the English, resented his presence in the

imperial court and created troubles. The chief merchants of Surat declare that trade with the English would ruin

their trade with the Portuguese. Jahangir ordered the exclusion of the newcomers. Hawkins, disappointed, left

Agra in November 1611. In 1612, Middleton retaliated against the Portuguese and established a permanent

factory at Surat. Despite his diligent efforts to carry out the object of his mission, he failed to get a treaty, but

through an arrangement with Prince Khurram, he secured important privileges for the company. By the time he

sailed for England (in February 1619), there were English factories at Surat, Agra, Ahmedabad, and Broach.

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.jagranjosh.com
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All these were controlled by the chief factor in Surat, who is now the president. Surat was the company’s first

“presidency” in India.

For the English and the Dutch, the Portuguese were a common enemy. In 1619, an agreement was

concluded between the English and Dutch companies. It provided for united naval action against the Portuguese

in western India, the Red Sea, and Persia. This agreement led to Anglo-Dutch hostilities against the Portuguese

in 1622–1623. As early as in 1628, the English and the Dutch advanced from Surat and seized Bombay from

the Portuguese, but they could not retain possession of the place for long. Bombay was included in the dower

of the Portuguese princes, Catherine of Braganza, who was married to King Charles II of England, in 1661.

In 1620, the English began to trade at Pulicat, but the hostility of the Dutch compelled them to abandon

the place three years later. For the same reason, they had to abandon Masulipatnam (where they had been

permitted to trade in 1613) in 1628. But they returned to Masulipatnam in 1630 and secured the “Golden

Farman” from the Sultan of Golconda (1632), which ensured safety and prosperity for their trade. At

Masulipatnam, the English purchased goods for export to Persia. In September 1641, Fort St. George

superseded Masulipatnam as the company’s headquarters on the Coromandal coast.

During the period 1633–1663, the English factories in Bengal had the modest aim of carrying on trade

peacefully under the protection of the Mughals. In 1633, the Mughal Governor of Orissa gave permission to

establish factories at Hariharpur (near the mouth of the Mahanadi) and Balasore, further north. There were

troubles with the Portuguese and the Dutch. Due to the silting up of the river, the factory at Hariharpur soon fell

into decay. In the middle years of the century, the English, following the example of the Dutch, carried their

trade into Bengal proper. In the sixties and early seventies, factories were open at Hughly, Dhaka, Rajamahal,

and Malda. The English began in 1697 to build walls and bastions around their factory in Calcutta. This was the

origin of Fort William, named after King William III. In 1700, this fortified factory was made the seat of a new

presidency, officially called the “Presidency of Fort William” in Bengal.

Under Elizabeth’s charter, the company had the exclusive right to trade with the east, i.e., no other

subject of the English crown was involved in that trade. All unauthorized English traders were “interlopers” and

were subject to forfeiture of their goods and ships as well as imprisonment. But the prosperity of the Indian

trade attracted many interlopers, and they caused many troubles for the company.
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5.1.5 The French

By the middle of the 17th century, the merchants and mariners of France had become eager to share

with the Dutch and the English the lucrative business of bringing to Europe the precious goods of India.

Colbert, minister of King Louis XIV of France, proposed the creation of the French Company for the trade of

the East Indies. The French East India Company was formed in 1664 under a royal edict and with the king’s

active support.

In 1666, an agent of the company sent to Agra obtained permission from the Maharaja of Aurangzeb

to grant the French a site and factory at Swally Roads, as well as permission to trade in Surat on the same

terms as the Dutch and English. He established a factory at Masuplipatnam and secured from the Sultan of

Golconda exemption from import and export duties for French goods. He then set out to establish a factory at

Bantam, in Java. In 1701, Pondicherry was made the headquarters of all the possessions of France in the east,

and Martin was appointed director general of French affairs in India. Martin was the founder of Pondicherry.

He was fair and just to the Indian merchants. The factory at Chandranagar was built in 1690–92 on the site

received from Shaistakhan. But France could not compete with the English, and in the early 18th century, they

were left far behind by the English. The navel supremacy of the English, the lack of support of the French home

government, the poor organization of the French Company, the Anglo-French rivalry in Europe and elsewhere,

etc. led to the decline of the French commercial venture in India. The Portuguese and the Dutch had already

been relegated to the background, showcasing the supremacy of the English.

5.2 Conquest of Bengal by the English East India Company

The beginning of British political sway over India may be traced to the battle of Plassey in 1757, when

the English East India Company’s forces defeated Sirajud-Daulah, the Nawab of Bengal. The earlier struggle

with the French in South India had been but a dress rehearsal. The lessons learned there were profitably

applied in Bengal.

Bengal was the most fertile and richest of India’s provinces. Its industries and commerce were well

developed. As has been noted earlier, the East India Company and its servants had highly profitable trading

interests in the province. The company had secured valuable privileges in 1717 under the royal farman of the

Mughal Emperor, which had granted the company the freedom to export and import their goods in Bengal

without paying taxes and the right to issue passes or dastaks for the movement of such goods. In 1740,

NawabSarfaraz Khan, the subedhar of Bengal, was killed, and the throne of Bengal was usurped by AlivardiKhan,
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the Deputy Governor of Bihar. The English East India Company’s archenemy was AlivardiKhan. He died in

1756, and his grandsonSira-ud-daula came to the Bengal throne. This new ruler made no attempt to disguise

his unfriendliness toward the English. As the seven-year war approached, both the French and the English

began fortifying their settlements. When the Nawab ordered the English to demolish their fortifications at

Calcutta, the English refused to do so. Moreover, the English took up the cause of Shaukat Jang, who was a

rival of Sirajud-Duala. The English also gave shelter to a rich merchant of Bengal and refused to hand him over

to the Nawab even when the latter made a demand to that effect. It was also found that the Englishmen were

abusing the trade privileges that were given to them by the government.

5.2.1 Black Hole Tragedy

The English East India Company was now determined to remain in Bengal against the wishes of the

Nawab and to trade there on its own terms. Nevertheless, the English Company demanded the absolute right

to trade freely in Bengal, irrespective of the Bengal on the Nawab’s orders, Sirajud-Daula could not tolerate

this defiance. The result of all this was that he captured the English factory at Qasim Bazar and also took

possession of the city of Calcutta on June 20, 1756. It was during this occupation of Calcutta that the so-called

“Black Hole” incident occurred. One hundred forty-six people, including one woman, are said to have been

captured and imprisoned in a small room at Fort Williams on a hot summer night. The heat was so great, and

all the space was so small, that 123 of them were suffocated to death. Only twenty-three survived, and one of

them was Holwell. This is remembered as a “black hole tragedy.” The Nawab placed Calcutta under the

charge of Manik Chand and returned to Murshidabad.

The news of the disaster at Calcutta reached Madras in August 1756. In October 1756, an expedition

was sent from Madras under the command of Robert Clive and Admiral Watson. Clive marched up the eastern

bank of the river. Budge Budge was occupied; Calcutta was recovered on January 2, 1757; and Hugli was

plundered. The Nawab was forced to sign the Treaty of Alingar on February 9, 1757, wherein all the demands

of the English were conceded. Sirajud-duala recognized their privileges, granted them permission to fortify

Calcutta and mint coins, and promised compensation for what had been plundered at Culcatta by his troops.

The English, however, were not satisfied; they were aiming high. They had decided to install a more

pliant tool in Sirajud-Daulah’s place. They joined a conspiracy organized by the enemies of the Nawab, such

as Manikchand, the official in charge of Calcutta. Aminchand, a rich merchant; Jagat Seth, a well-known

banker; Mir Jafar, the Mir Bakshi; and RaiDurlab, the Nawab’s general. Having joined a conspiracy organised

326



by the enemies of the young Nawab to place Mir Jafar on the throne of Bengal, they presented the youthful

Nawab with an impossible set of demands. Both sides realised that a war to the finish would have to be fought

between them. They met for battle on the field of Plassey, 20 miles from Murshidabad, on June 23, 1757.

Plassey’s fateful battle was only a battle in name. In all, the English lost 29 men while the Nawab lost nearly

500. The major part of the Nawab’s army, led by the traitors Mir Jafar and RaiDurlabh, took no part in the

fighting. Only a small group of the Nawab’s soldiers, led by Mir Madan and Mohan Lal, fought bravely and

well. The Nawab was forced to flee and was captured and put to death by Mir Jafar’s son, Miran.

According to Bengali poet Nabin Chandra Sen, the battle of Plassey was followed by “a night of

eternal gloom for India”.The English proclaimed Mir Jafar the Nawab of Bengal and set out to gather the

reward. The company was granted undisputed rights to free trade in Bengal, Bihar, and Orissa. It also received

the Zamaindari of the 24 Paraganas near Calcutta. Mir Jafar paid a sum of Rs. 17,700,000 as compensation

for the attack on Calcutta to the company and the traders of the city. In addition, he paid large sums as gifts or

bribed the high officials of the company. Clive, for example, received over two million rupees, and Watts over

one million. Clive later estimated that the company and its servants had collected more than 30 million rupees

from the puppet Nawab. Moreover, it was understood that British merchants and officials would no longer be

asked to pay any taxes on their private trade.

5.2.3 The importance of the Battle of Plassey

The battle of Plassey was

of immense historical importance.

It paved the way for the British to

conquer Bengal and, eventually,

India as a whole. It boosted British

prestige and, at a single stroke,

raised them to the status of a major

contender for the Indian Empire.

The rich revenues of Bengal

enabled them to organize a strong

army. Control over Bengal played

a decisive role in the Anglo-French
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struggle. Finally, the Plassey Victory allowed the company and its servants to amass untold wealth at the

expense of the helpless people of Bengal.

5.3 Battle of Buxar,

October 22, 1764

Mir Jafar became the

Nawab of Bengal, but Clive was

the real power behind the throne.

The company appointed Clive as

governor. Clive defended Mir

Jafar’s authority against internal

rebellions and external assaults. Mir

Jafar, out of gratitude to Clive, gave

him the gift of Jagir, which was

confirmed by the emperor. In

February 1760, Clive sailed for

England. Mir Jafar’s resources

were crippled. He could not pay

the company and private individuals

as he had promised, and the result

was misgovernment. Vannsittart, from Madras, became the governor of Bengal. He found that his council had

a difficult time. The company’s treasury was empty, and the Nawab was too poor to meet their needs. On the

suggestion of Holwell, he was deposed and his son-in-law, Mir Kasim, was made the Nawab of Bengal. Shah

Alam II, the Mughal emperor, confirmed the nawabship of Mir Kasim. Mir Kasim gave the British the districts

of Burdwan, Midnapore, and Chittagong for the payment of troops that were to assist him.

Mir Kasim was an able administrator who sought to improve the revenue of his government and the

condition of his people. His policy led to a conflict with the British servants of the company. Since 1717, the

English Company had been exporting goods from Bengal free of duty. After 1756, its servants illegally extended

the exemption to their private trade within the province. The Indian merchants were at a terrible disadvantage

because they had to pay duty and sell their wares at comparatively high prices. He found that his revenue had
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diminished greatly through the illicit practices of the English merchants, who unscrupulously sold their permits

to Indians also. In his desperation, the Nawab moved his seat to Monghyr and declared all trade duties free,

which really helped the Indian merchants, though it lessened the revenue of the state. Now the Council at

Calcutta charged him with having broken the treaty. In anger, Mir Kasim butchered about 200 English prisoners,

and this was sufficient cause for the English to depose Mir Kasim and reinstate Mir Jafar. Mir Jafar restored the

privilege of free trade to the company’s men and made good on the losses of the company, besides distributing

presents to its servants.

Mir Kasim was supported by Shuja-ud-Daula and Shah Alam, and he carried on the war against the

English. The decisive battle of Buxar took place on October 22, 1764, after several inconclusive engagements.

Munro, a King’s officer who had brought reinforcements from Bombay, led the British force against Mir

Kasim. It was a well-contested battle. The British were victorious, despite losing nearly 850 men killed and

approximately 7000 men wounded. This battle at Buxar more than Plassey assured the position of the British,

and they accepted British protection. Soon, the British had Oudh at their mercy. Now the last remnants of

resistance to the English in northern India have disappeared. 

5.4 Anglo-French Wars or Carnatic Wars

(Anglo-French Struggle)

Dupleix had been the governor of Chandranagore before he took the governorship of Pondicherry.

LaBourdonnais was Dupleix’s rival and future collaborator. He was the governor of Mauritius and did very

good work in strengthening its defense and providing amenities. About the time when Dupleix became part of

Pondicherry, La Bourdonnais returned to the islands triumphantly after vindicating himself against unfounded

charges brought against him in France.

The French had four political establishments: Chandernagore, Ponicherry, Mahé, and Karaikal, along
with a number of counting houses. The English had Bombay, Madras with Fort St. David, Calcutta, and
counting houses wherever the French had them and also at Hugli. The English Company was stronger in its
financial power, commercial wealth, and material resources. It was a voluntary association and was in no way
subordinate to the government of England. Because of its wealth and political clout, it was capable of lending
large sums to the government and even influencing its policy on occasion, whereas the French government
enhanced the French company’s political clout.

5.4.1 The First Carnatic War (1745–48)
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The First Carnatic War in India was a struggle between the English and the French companies in their
cutthroat competition for supremacy. By this time, the French company had established its factories in several
parts of India. For many decades, it had no political designs on India. But political motives began to overshadow
the commercial after 1742, and Duplex, the newly appointed Governor-General of the French establishment in
India, began to dream of a French empire in India. On the other hand, the French were inducing weavers
employed by the English company to make cloth for them. The English were therefore forced to seek the
assistance of the native rulers to prevent such disaffection. As early as 1721, the French suspected that the
English merchants were jealous of their trade with Manila in the Philippines.

Before dealing with the struggle for supremacy between the English and the French companies, it
would be appropriate to discuss their respective positions on the eve of the Anglo-French struggles, popularly
known as the Carnatic Wars. To put it briefly, the English East India Company was a private enterprise.
Therefore, it possessed much initiative and vigor. It was a prosperous company. It carried on a large volume of
trade. Its officers were investing in their good prospects for the future. They had good settlements at Bombay,
Madras, etc.

The French company, on the other hand, was more an “offspring of state patronage than the outcome
of spontaneous mercantile activity.” There was too much control by the government. It destroyed all initiative
on the part of the officials of the French company. The volume of trade carried on by them was not much, and
consequently, the French Company became poor. Moreover, the only important French settlement was at
Pondicherry. Chandranogore was no good. There was nothing to compare with Bombay.

The English Company had a brilliant record of progress and growth, and consequently, the people of
England looked upon the English Company with a feeling of pride. However, that was not the case with the
French Company, which failed to fire the imagination of the Frenchmen.

It is obvious that the French were handicapped in their race for supremacy with the English Company.
All the resourcefulness of Dupleix could not change the state of affairs. The French triumph was short-lived; it
lasted from 1746 to 1754, and seven years after that date, their defeat was complete.

5.4.2 The immediate cause of the First Carnatic War

The War of Austrian Succession, which broke out in Europe in 1740 in connection with the succession

of Maria Theresa to the throne of Austria, The French fought for Frederick II, Great of Prussia, and the English

for Maria Theresa of Austria. The Austrian succession was known in Indian history as the First Carnatic War.

Tie the winds in favour of the French in India.In 1744, news of the War of Austrian Succession reached India.

However, rumours of the war had been persisting since 1740, and both parties were making preparations to

oust each other.

At this point, Dupleix, the French Governor of Pondicherry, seeing his position as vulnerable, advised

the English Madras Government to remain neutral. But this was rejected by the English governor. The latter

was expecting reinforcements from England. He hoped to drive the French from India with their help.
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Meanwhile, as expected, the British royal fleet under Commodore Barnet appeared on the Coromandel

Coast in 1745 and threatened Pondicherry. But Dupleix pleaded with Anwar ud-din, the Nawab of Carnatic,

to intervene and keep the peace in the region. TheNawab thereupon ordered both the English and the French

companies not to quarrel and thereby not to break the peace of the country. The English, who did not like the

idea of challenging the authority of the Nawab, submitted to the orders of the Nawab. Meanwhile, Barnet also

died.

Having thus secured himself from attack, Dupleix sent word to La Bourdonnais, the French governor

of Mauritius, asking him for help. As a result, Bourdonnais hastened to India with a fleet and landed on the

Coromandel Coast in July 1746. Thus began the struggle between the French and English forces. But the

English squadron left for Ceylon after some time.

            Finding his position strong, Dupleix asked Bourdonnais to besiege Madras. When this happened, the

English approached the Nawab Anwar-u-din to direct the French to leave Madras and maintain peace. Since

Dupleix had promised the Nawab that he could hand over Madras to him soon after its conquest, the Nawab

agreed to the same. As a result, the British possession of Madras was surrendered to the French in September

1746. But differences arose between Dupleix and Bourdonnais. Therefore, the latter received a bribe of

1,00,000 pagodas and restored Madras to the English. Dupleix repudiated his action and recaptured Madras.

When Anwar ud-din asked for its restoration, Dupleix refused to do so. Consequently, the Nawab sent his

forces against the French. But the Nawab’s army was defeated in the battle of Adayar, a place now part of

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.unoreads.com%2Farticle%2Fthe-carnatic-

wars&psig
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Madras city. This decisive battle demonstrated the superiority of disciplined infantry supported by artillery over

cavalry.

Following this battle, Dupleix attempted to take Fort St. David. But he failed at it. The English also

tried to capture Pondicherry, but the French defended it successfully. But before the contest was decided in

India, the war in Europe ended. As a result, the First Carnatic War came to an end.

Under the terms of the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle of 1748 concluded in Europe between France and

England, Madras was restored to the English Company, and the French got back Louisbourg in North America.

As a result, neither side gained any territory during the first stage of the conflict.

The war revealed the decisive importance of naval supremacy, the inefficiency and decadence of

Indian military forces, and the superiority of European warfare techniques as well as their artillery.

5.5 The Second Carnatic War (1748–54)

The Treaty of Aix-L-Chapelle of 1748 ended the French and English wars but only resulted in a truce

in the Carnatic because both sides were soon found engaged in intrigues against each other all along the

Coromandel Coast.

On June 2, 1748, Nizam-ul-MulkAsafJah, the Mughal Subadar of the Deccan or Hyderabad, died.

His second son seized the throne of Hyderabad. The Nizam’s grandson (his daughter’s son), Muzzafar Jung,

also put forward his claim to the throne. He gathered an army of 25,000 men for the ensuing contest. A similar

dispute arose between Anwar-ud-din, the then Nawab of Arcot or Carnatic, and Chandashaib for the throne

of the Carnatic. Muzzafar Jung joined hands with Chanda Sahib, who had just returned from captivity at

Satara, and marched to the south with 12,000 horses. The latter had already been in negotiations with Dupleix,

the French governor at Pondicherry.

Dupleix, who recognized the importance of future prospects if both Chanda Sahib and Muzzafar Jung

were helped, agreed to help both of them. Thereupon, Muzzafar Jung and Chanda Sahib, supported by the

French troops, attacked Arcot, defeated him, and killed the NawabAnwr-ud-din at Ambur on August 3,

1749. Anwar’s son, Mohammad Ali, fled to the fortress of Tiruchinoply. Chanda Sahib entered Arcot triumphantly

on August 7, 1749. Dupleix appointed Chanda Sahib as Nawab of Carnatic.Muzzar Jung granted to the
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French Machilipatnam and Divi Island shortly after the Chanda Sahib became Nawab of Arcot, yielding an

annual revenue of RS 8,00,000 for the assistance rendered to his ally Chanda Sahib.

Meanwhile, Nasirjung, helped by the English, who wanted to prevent the native powers from falling

completely under the influence of the French, arrived in the Carnatic with a three lakh-strong army equipped

with 800 pieces of cannon. A small reinforcement was also sent to protect the fugitive Mohamad Ali at

Tiruchinopoly. Nasir Jung also defeated, captured, and imprisoned Muzzafar Jung. Chand Sahib was obliged

to fall back upon Pondicherry. Nasir’s forces also occupied Gingi on March 18, 1750. On orders from Nasir,

the French were expelled from Machilipatnam and Yanam in July 1750. However, there was a change in

fortune. Nasir Jung was deserted by his own troops as a result of Dupleix’s intrigues, and he was assassinated

in 1750.

Soon, Muzzafar was released from prison and proclaimed the Nizam of the Deccan by Dupleix. After

this, Muzzafar Jung distributed a sum of Rs. 50,000 to the French army. A similar amount was paid to the

French Company towards the expenses of the war. He had also granted MachilipatnamYanam (Divi) and

Karaikal, yielding a revenue of 36, 000 starlings. Pondicherry currency was made legal tender throughout the

Nizam’s dominions. Dupleix was also appointed as the Nizam’s deputy for the territories south of the river

Krishna. Chanda Sahib was recognized as the Nawab of Arcot. Thus, an insignificant body of foreign merchants

became the king-makers in the Carnatic and the Deccan.

Then, Muzzafar Jung, accompanied by Bussy, along with 300 Europeans, 2000 Sepoys, and 10 field

pieces, set out from Pondicherry to Hyderabad. On January 7, 1751, as they entered the territory of the

Nawab of Cuddapah, the disgruntled PathanNawabs of Cuddapah, Kurnool, and Savanoor conspired to

bring about the assassination of the new Nizam. When Muzzar and Bussy reached Lakkireddipalli in

Rayachotitaluk of Cuddapah district, the Mughal officers set fire to a village and created an opportunity for the

Nawabs to rebel. In the struggle that followed, the Nawab of Savanoor was killed. Muzzafar Jung, who was

pursuing the Nawab of Cuddaph, was struck down from his elephant with a javelin by the Nawab of Kurnool,

who was himself fatally wounded.

Soon after Muzzafar’s death, Bussy, who was in full control of the situation, proclaimed Salabat Jung

(a brother of Nasir Jung), who was in the camp, as the new Nizam.  Bussy escorted the new ruler to Hyderabad

and installed him in power. Though they had to face the hostility of the Marathas on their way to Hyderabad,

they were bought off by paying two lakhs of rupees.
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The English, however, refused to accept the new situation of native states falling under the influence of

the French. As a first step, they decided to see that Mohammad Ali was not captured in Tiruchiopoly. They also

felt that the important strategic position of Tiruchinopoly should not fall into the hands of the French.

Tiruchinopoly appeared to be in the hands of Chanda Sahib, the new Nawab of Carnatic, in 1751.But

Rober Clive, the future Governor of Bengal and founder of the British Empire in India, appeared on the scene,

occupied Arcot, the capital of Carnatic, and marched to Tiruchinopoly. As Chanda Sahib had already sent half

of his army under his son to Arcot, the seizure of Tiruchiopoly had to be given up. Chanda Sahib himself was

defeated and killed by the English forces. The whole of the Carnatic now fell into the hands of the English, and

Mohammad Ali was made Nawab of the Carnatic.

The French and English companies came to an agreement, a truce called the Convention of Madras,

which lasted until January 11, 1755. According to this, they agreed not to interfere in the affairs of the native

states. They also agreed to give up all the territories not mentioned in the treaty. Madras and Fort St. David

should have been given to the English. The French should keep Pondicherry on the Coromandel Coast. The

Divi Island and the surrounding areas should be divided equally between them. While they should have factories

at Rajamudry and Chicacole, they should not claim the revenues of the country. The convention signed by

Godehue, who succeeded Dupleix, was a clear victory for English diplomacy. The English became supreme in

the Carnatic as a result of this convention, foreshadowing the shape of things to come. Thus, the French lost

almost everything that Dupleix had gained for them. In the Deccan alone, Dupleix’s policy bore some fruit.

5.6 The Third Carnatic War (1758-1763)

The peace between the English and the French continued undisturbed till the outbreak of the Seven

Years’ War in Europe, news of which reached India towards the end of 1756. By this time, Sirajud-Daula, the

Nawab of Bengal, had captured the English settlement at Calcutta. As a result, the English, who were engaged

in this act of the Nawab, sent Robert Clive, the hero of Arcot, from Madras to Bengal so as to restore the

English authority.

Meanwhile, the French Government, finding the situation favourable due to the absence of Clive in

South India, sent Copunt-de-Laly as the new Governor and Commander-in-Chief to attack the English

settlements in South India. He landed at Pondicherry in April 1758, by which time Clive had captured Calcutta.

Soon after his landing, Lally captured Fort St. David, an English settlement, but he was stopped at this stage.
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Then he summoned Bussy, who had been firmly maintaining French influence at the Court of Hyderabad, to his

aid. This was a mistake on his part because as soon as Bussy left Hyderabad on July 18, 1758, he handed over

the charge of the sarkars on August 3, 1758, at Vijayawada, and then went to Pondicherry via Ongole.

Robert Clive was able to foresee the advantages of opening hostilities against the French in Andhra

and Karnataka. He sent Col. Forde with 520 Europeans, 2000 Sepoys, and 100 shipmen with instructions to

contact AnandaGajapati at Visakhapatnam. Forde reached Vishakhapatnam on October 20, 1758. He was

joined later by Andrews and Captain Calliaud.

On December 7, 1758, the French were defeated in the battle of Chandurti in East Godavari district.

Col. Forde won a decisive victory. It established the military supremacy of the English. The December 7,

1758, day on which this battle was fought was a day of reckoning for the French and an auspicious beginning

for the English. It led to the expulsion of the French from the Sarkars, or Andhra.

After the battle of Chandurti, the English forces under Captain Knox proceeded to occupy the fortress

of Rajamundry. The victory at Rajamundry was a stepping stone to the greater achievement at Machilipatnam.

Colonel Forde captured Machilipatnam on April 8, 1759.

Meanwhile, Slabat Jung, the Nizam of Hyderabad, who was overawed by the English victory, concluded

a treaty on May 14, 1759. According to this treaty, the Nizam agreed to cede the sarkas of Mchilipatam,

Nizampatnam, Kondavid, and Akulammanadu to the English. The French were asked to leave the Nizam’s

dominions within a fortnight. They were also expelled from the Nizam’s service.

With regard to the French position in the Carnatic, the French commander-in-chief, Count de Lally

tried to occupy Madras but failed. He was forced to retire to Pondicherry and was defeated by Sir Eyre Coote

in the battle of Wandiwash in January 1760, which sealed the fate of the French. Bussy was taken prisoner.

Kraikal fell in April 1760. Lally surrendered at Pondicherry in January 1761, and Jingi was captured. Thus, the

French had lost practically everything.

It has rightly been pointed out that the military and financial resources of Bengal gave the English a

decisive advantage over the French. The English got men and money from Bengal. The difficulties facing the

French were insurmountable. The French had no chance of success against the English, even under the best of

leaders. It has rightly been said that “neither Alexander the Great nor Napoleon could have won the empire of
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India by starting from Pondicherry as a base and contending with the power that held Bengal and command of

the sea.”

Though the Treaty of Paris was signed in Europe in 1763, restoring the French settlement, they were

not allowed to fortify their settlements, and the number of armed men was also reduced. It is true that in the

time of Lord Wellesley, the French gave some trouble to the English, but it cannot be denied that the three

Anglo-French wars or the three Carnatic wars completely destroyed their chances of founding the French

empire in India. Although its privileges were suspended in 1769, it reestablished the company in 1785, but only

as “a simple commercial house.”

Thus, the French lost in the race for supremacy in India. It was due to a lack of adequate help from the

French government, a lack of naval superiority, a lack of adequate financial and military resources, a lack of

tact and statesmanship in its leaders, and also a lack of a proper base in India.

5.7 Causes for the Success of the English or Defeat of the French

During the seventeenth and first half of the eighteenth centuries, the English and French established

settlements in India and had become serious rivals by 1740.They fought three wars in peninsular India, known

as the Carnatic Wars

By 1763, the English had completely crushed French military and political power in the Anglo-French

Wars, also known as the Carnatic Wars. The following factors contributed to the ultimate success of the

English and the defeat of the French in India.

5.7.1 Commercial superiority and better financial position of the English

The English East India Company carried on much more trade than the French Company. The receipts

of the English Company from the sale of India goods were about 3
1/2

 times higher than the receipts of the

French Company. The English Company carried out trade on a large scale even during wartime, so its financial

position continued to be good. The company was in a position to finance its wars effectively. On the other

hand, the French neglected their trade during the war period, and so their financial position became bad. They

were not able to pay their troops regularly during the closing years of the Third Anglo-French War or the Third

Carnatic War.

5.7.2 Private Character of the English Company
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The English Company was a private concern, and its employees possessed great initiative and enterprise.

Their fortunes were linked with the prosperity of the company, and so they took great interest in its affairs. The

French Company was a government concern, and its shareholders had been granted a fixed dividend. Its

employees did not have as much zest and initiative as those possessed by the employees of the English East

India Company.

The private nature of the English company was helpful in another way. The changes in government at

home did not affect the fortunes of the company in India. The French Company, on the other hand, was greatly

affected by political changes at home. The decadence of the French political system had an adverse effect on

the French Company.

5.7.3 Governmental support for the English East India Company

The English Company, though a private organization, had the support of the British Government. The

company had advanced loans to the government, which thus placed it under obligation. Moreover, some of the

directors of the company were members of parliament and could, thereby, exercise some influence on the

government. They could make the government take an active interest in the affairs of the company.

5.7.4 Unity among English ranks

There was full cooperation among the officers of the English Company, and it greatly contributed to its

success. There was a lack of cooperation among the French officers. They often quarreled even in times of

crisis, and it adversely affected the interests of the company. For example, Dupleix and La Bourdonnaisquarreled

with each other after capturing Madras during the First Carnatic War, and the latter left for Mauritius. Moreover,

the generals of the English company were also superior to the French generals in India. Dupleix was no match

for Clive and Laurence. Even Bussy was not their equal. Count Lally was inferior to Sir Eyre Coote in generalship.

5.7.5 Superiority of English settlements

The settlements of the English in India were superior to the French settlements. On the western coast,

Bombay was superior to the French Mahé. On the eastern coast, Madras was better than French Pondicherry.

Calcutta was more prosperous than the French Chandranagr. If the English were to lose one of their settlements,

they would be able to hold out in others. If the French lost Pondicherry, they lost everything since other French

settlements could be easily captured. This situation placed the English in an advantageous position.
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5.7.6 Recall of Dupleix

The French government recalled Dupleix in 1754. This was a mistake. In fact, Dupleix was not to

blame for France’s defeats in the Second Anglo-French War or the Second Carnatic War. He was a competent

person and had done much to further French interests. He could still have done something to reclaim the

French position. His unjust recall created a vacuum that could not be filled. There was no competent person to

take the place of Dupleix. Moreover, his policy was given up by his successors.

5.7.7 Mistakes of Count de Lally

Count Lally was sent as the French Governor-General and Commander-in-Chief during the Third

Anglo-French War and the Third Carnatic War. He was a daring and honest man, but at the same time he was

hot-headed and obstinate. After capturing Fort St. David, he decided to attack Madras, and for his help, he

called Bussy from Hyderabad. This was a major political and military blunder. The English captured the Northern

Sarkars and the NizamSalabat Jung as soon as Buss left Hyderabad. Thus, the French influence in Hyderabad

came to an end. Moreover, Lally could not realise the objective of capturing Madras. It is thus clear that the

mistakes committed by Lally greatly contributed to the French failure in India.

5.7.8 The English conquest of Bengal

The English conquered the rich and populous province of Bengal in 1757. This conquest greatly

increased their resources in men and money, which were used against the French in the Third Anglo-French

War or Third Carnatic War. Bengali troops were instrumental in defeating the French at Visakapatnam, Chandurti,

Rajamundry, Machilipatnam, and Wandhiwash, as well as in capturing Pondicherry. Thus, the conquest of

Bengal helped the English indirectly win victories in Andhra and the Carnatic.

5.8Self-Assessment

What is Dastak?

In 1717 CE Faruukhsiyar, the Emperor of Bengal gave a firman exempting the company

goods in Bengal from custom duty in exchange of an annual amount of 3000 rupees and

allowing to issue Dastak – a special letter for exemption from toll tax. Please log in or register

to add a comment.
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5.9Multiple Choice Questions

1. In which year was Constantinople occupied by Turks? 

A) 1453 C.E. B) 1498 C.E. C) 1757 C.E. D) 1857 C.E.

2. In what year was the Dutch East India Company founded in the Netherlands?

A) 1498 C.E. B) 1600 C.E. C) 1602C.E. D) 1666 C.E.

3. The battle of Plassey (1757) was fought between

A) Robert Clive vs. Dupleix

B) Dupleix vs. Siraj-ud-Daula

C) Mir Kasim vs. Robert Clive

D) Robert Clive vs. Sirajud-Daula

4. The Capital and Center of French Activities in India

A) Calcutta; B) Madras; C) Pondicherry D) Machilipatnam

5. Who is connected with the Blue Water Policy?

A) Dupleix; B) Vasco da Gama; C) Albquerque D) De Almeida

6. Under whose governorship did the French start dreaming of establishing an empire in India?

A) Robert Clive C) Francois Martin C) De Almeida D) Dupleix

7. Who laid the real foundation of Portuguese power in India?

A) Vasco da Gama B)Robert Clive C) Alfonso de AlbuquerqueD) Dupleix

8. Which war sealed the fate of the French in India?

A) Battle of Buxar (B) Battle of Plassey (C) Battle of Santhom (D) Battle of Wandiwash

9. Find the incorrect match
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A) Mir Kasim, Nawab of Bengal B) Mohammad Ali, Nawab of Carnatic; C) Salabat Jung,

Nizam of Hyderabad D) Mirjaffar-Nawab of Oudh

10. What was the immediate cause of the First Carnatic War?

A) The War of Austrian Succession B) The Death of Nizam-ul-MulkC) The Death of Siraj-ud-

Daula D) None of the Above

5.10MATHCHING

1 Countt-de-Lally  A) The man who established the British Empire in India.

2 Anwaruddin  B) The Wandiwash War was fought in 1760.

3 Third Carnatic War  C) The East India Company’s first “presidencies” in India

4 Sir Thomas Roe  D)   Aix-La-Chapelle

5 Fort St. George is located  E) Ambassador of England

6 First Carnatic War  F)    Madras

7 Sir Eyre Coote  G) Carnatic Nawab

8 Surat  H) Paris Treaty

9 Robert Clive  I) French Commander-in-Chief

10 Col Forde  J) The Chandurti War victor

5.11Essay Questions

1. Trace the events leading to the Anglo-French rivalry in the Carnatic.

2. How was the Battle of Plassey fought? What were its consequences?

3. Write about the Anglo-French or Carnatic Wars and their impact on India.

4. What were the reasons for the French failure in the Karnataka Wars? 
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5.12Short Questions

1. Arrival of Europeans

2. Vasco da Gama

3. European Settlements in India

4. Black Hole Tragedy

5. Battle of Plassey

6. Battle of Buxar

5.13Books for Study

1. Bipin Chandra, Modern India

2. Grover, B.L., A New Look at Modern Indian History

3. Philips, C.H., The East India Company, 1784-1834

4. R.C., Rayachowdari, R.H., &KalikinarDatta, An Advanced History of India
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